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Hopewell United Methodist Church 
December 20, 2020 

 

We’re glad to have the opportunity to worship with you today! 
 

  The Welcome and Announcements   
 
  The Prelude  Away in the Manger                              Chris Borton, piano 
 
  The Morning Prayer & Prayer of Illumination   

 
  The Scripture Lesson                 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 [English 
Standard Version] 

I Will Sing of the Steadfast Love of the LORD 
A Maskil[a] of Ethan the Ezrahite. 
1 I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 
    with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations. 
2 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 
    in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 
3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
    I have sworn to David my servant: 
4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 
    and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah 
19 Of old you spoke in a vision to your godly one,[a] and said: 
    “I have granted help to one who is mighty; 
    I have exalted one chosen from the people. 
20 I have found David, my servant; 
    with my holy oil I have anointed him, 
21 so that my hand shall be established with him; 
    my arm also shall strengthen him. 
22 The enemy shall not outwit him; 
    the wicked shall not humble him. 
23 I will crush his foes before him 
    and strike down those who hate him. 
24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him, 
    and in my name shall his horn be exalted. 
25 I will set his hand on the sea 
    and his right hand on the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, 
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’ 

 
  The Song of Praise  I Could Sing of Your Love Forever           Taylor McCleskey  
 
  The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Leaders: Adam, Conner & Kylie Feigl 

 

Pastor:   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
The LORD'S Covenant with David 

7 Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all 
his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I 
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to 
the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+89%3A1-4%2C+19-26&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15328a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+89%3A1-4%2C+19-26&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15346a


4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my 
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I 
have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt 
to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places 
where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the 
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why 
have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to 
my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have 
been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 
they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall 
afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, 
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.  

16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.  
Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

 
Luke 1:26-38 [English Standard Version] 

Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am 
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 

 
 
Reader One: We live on the brink every day. We stand on the threshold between 
this world and the next one. We live and move between the ordinary and divine, 
between the mundane and the mystery. Too often, we forget to look up and see 
the angels in our living room. We forget that the love we give and live is a sign of 
eternity, God with us, right now. We forget that company is coming. 
 
Reader Two: Luke tells us that God’s favor came to a girl, an ordinary girl. It might 
have been you or your daughter; it might have been the girl down the street or 
your grandchild. But the messenger of God came and greeted her and said, “The 
Lord is with you.” What a gift and a promise: Emmanuel, God is with us. 
 



Reader One: We light these candles with peace in our hearts for the promise of 
proximity, the nearness of God. Even when we forget to listen, to lean into that 
presence, God is as close as our own breath. This, in a confused and confusing 
world, is a peace that passes all understanding. It is the peace that knows that 
company is coming. 
 
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 
 

   The Hymn of Preparation Blessed Be the God of Israel               Choir  
 
  The Sermon   Waiting, Watching, Welcoming!  Rev. Donald R. Brown, pastor 
 
Song of Response       Mary Did You Know/What Child is This    Sarah Miller 
   
The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  

 … Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

  The Song of Praise  O Man From the Fields                Simon Collins    

 
  The Benediction 
 
  The Song of Sending Forth            God Be With You   Choir 
 

Prayer Requests 
Sally Paul and family as they morn the death of her husband, David; Continued healing for Maggie 
Taylor; Claudia Caldwell, stroke;  

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Doors Open for Circulation 
Please note that the doors in the back of the sanctuary as well as the entry doors in the hallway will be 
open during morning worship services.  This will help with circulation to lower the risk of Covid-19 factors.  
Please dress accordingly. 
 
Advent Mission Opportunities 
There are three (3) ways to be in mission this Advent season: 
 
1. Reverse Advent Calendar for JMMH:  

There are so many in need during this time of year. You can help by joining us in participating in the 
Reverse Advent Calendar for James Monroe Mission House. Each day simply add an item listed on 
the calendar to a box, bring the box to Hopewell UMC either weekly or on Christmas Eve, and we will 



make sure James Monroe Mission House receives the donation for their food assistance 
distribution. Matthew 25: 37,40  “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you . . . The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’" 
 

2. Christmas for a local family:  
We will be receiving items to bless a local family this Christmas.  Details on how you can help are 
listed on the church website under the “Ministries” and “Missions” tabs. 

 

3. Baskets for families: 
Again, this year we are creating baskets of goodies for several families in our congregation and 
community.  Some are home bound; others will receive a basket just to say they are loved.  We are 
inviting members of the Hopewell family to volunteer to help with this project in the following ways: 

- Volunteers to deliver the baskets 
- Volunteers to provide fruit to go in the baskets 
- Volunteers to both provide fruit and help deliver the baskets 

To volunteer please email Katie Marcus at mkmarcus83@charter.net 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Our Christmas Eve worship will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will be held outside only at the cross near the 
kitchen entrance to the church.  The service will include scripture, Christmas carols, communion, and 
candle lighting.  Please dress according to the weather and arrive in time to receive your candles and 
communion packages.  Come celebrate the birth of our savior! 
 
Sunday After Christmas 
On Sunday, December 27, there will not be a morning worship service.  We will gather instead at the 
arbor at 3:00 p.m. for cookies, cocoa, carols, and celebration.  Please dress according to the weather, 
bring a chair, invite your neighbors, and come join the joyful celebration.  Note:  In the event of poor 
weather this event will not be held. 
 
Church Office Closed 
The church office will be closed December 24-27.   
You may reach the pastor on his cell phone (864)630-0164. 
 
Volunteers Needed to Operate the Sound & Video System for Services 
We are in urgent need of volunteers to learn and operate the sound and video systems in our sanctuary 
during Sunday morning worship. Please contact Beth Lowe or the pastor for more information or to 
volunteer.   
 
Prayer Requests 
We encourage you to submit prayer requests on the church website using the “Prayer” tab.  
www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com.   
You may also call or text your prayer requests to Pastor Don directly at (864)630-0164.   
Please note that prayer requests expire after two weeks.   

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sun, 12/20 10:30 am Worship 

Tues, 12/22 5:30 pm Ukulele Club 
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 5:30 pm Worship Leaders Meeting 

Wed, 12/23 10:10 am Weekly Church wide Prayer Time 

Thur, 12/24 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship 
***Outside at the cross*** 

Fri, 12/25  Merry Christmas! 

NEXT Sun, 12/27  NO MORNING WORSHIP 

 3:00 pm Cookies, Carols, and Cocoa at the Arbor 

 

 


