
Hopewell United Methodist Church 
June 28, 2020 

 

We’re glad to have the opportunity to worship with you today! 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
  The Welcome Announcements           

 

  The Call to Worship (Responsive)                        From Discipleship Ministries of The UMC 
 

 

Pastor: On this new morning and in every moment of our lives, gracious God,  
All: from generation to generation, we praise your holy name.  
 
Pastor: Like our ancestors before us, we proclaim your greatness to our children,  
All: for we have seen your deeds of power and witnessed your goodness in our lives.  
 
Pastor: As you have opened your hand to all, satisfying the desire of every living thing  
All: open our hearts so that we might share the gifts we have received from you. Let us worship 

God in gratitude and joy!  
 
  The Songs of Praise  Come, Now is the Time To Worship / Old Church Choir  Praise Team 

 

 
  The Psalm of Centering                          Psalm 13 (UMH 746) 

 

Response: Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 
Pastor:  How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
ALL:  How long will you hide your face from me? 
 
Pastor:  How long must I bear pain in my soul, 

And have sorrow in my heart all the day? 
ALL:  How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
Response/All: Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 
 
Pastor:  Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; 
ALL:  Lighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; 
 
Pastor:  Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him", 
ALL:  Lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken. 
 
Pastor:  But I trusted in your steadfast love; 
ALL:  My heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
 
Pastor:  I will sing to the Lord, 
ALL:  For the Lord has dealt bountifully with me. 
Response/All: Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 

 
  The Prayer of Illumination (Unison) 

 

God our helper, by your Holy Spirit, open our minds, that as the Scriptures are 
read and your Word is proclaimed, we may be led into your truth and taught your 
will, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 



  The Reading of Scripture Lessons        Genesis 22:1-14 
 
Genesis 22:1-14  Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
The LORD Tells Abraham to Offer Isaac as a Sacrifice 
 

1 Some years later God decided to test Abraham, so he spoke to him. 
Abraham answered, “Here I am, LORD.” 
2 The LORD said, “Go get Isaac, your only son, the one you dearly love! Take him to the land 
of Moriah, and I will show you a mountain where you must sacrifice him to me on the fires 
of an altar.” 3 So Abraham got up early the next morning and chopped wood for the fire. He 
put a saddle on his donkey and left with Isaac and two servants for the place where God 
had told him to go. 
4 Three days later Abraham looked off in the distance and saw the place. 5 He told his 
servants, “Stay here with the donkey, while my son and I go over there to worship. We will 
come back.” 
6 Abraham put the wood on Isaac’s shoulder, but he carried the hot coals and the knife. As 
the two of them walked along, 7-8 Isaac said, “Father, we have the coals and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” 
“My son,” Abraham answered, “God will provide the lamb.” 
The two of them walked on, and 9 when they reached the place that God had told him 
about, Abraham built an altar and placed the wood on it. Next, he tied up his son and put 
him on the wood. 10 He then took the knife and got ready to kill his son. 11 But the LORD’s 
angel shouted from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 
“Here I am!” he answered. 
12 “Don’t hurt the boy or harm him in any way!” the angel said. “Now I know that you truly 
obey God, because you were willing to offer him your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in the bushes. So he took the ram 
and sacrificed it in place of his son. 
14 Abraham named that place “The LORD Will Provide.” And even now people say, “On the 
mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”[a] 

 
 

Romans 6:12-23 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
12 Don’t let sin rule your body. After all, your body is bound to die, so don’t obey its 
desires 13 or let any part of it become a slave of evil. Give yourselves to God, as people who 
have been raised from death to life. Make every part of your body a slave that pleases 
God. 14 Don’t let sin keep ruling your lives. You are ruled by God’s kindness and not by the 
Law. 
 
Slaves Who Do What Pleases God 
15 What does all this mean? Does it mean we are free to sin, because we are ruled by God’s 
wonderful kindness and not by the Law? Certainly not! 16 Don’t you know that you are 
slaves of anyone you obey? You can be slaves of sin and die, or you can be obedient slaves 
of God and be acceptable to him. 17 You used to be slaves of sin. But I thank God that with 
all your heart you obeyed the teaching you received from me. 18 Now you are set free from 
sin and are slaves who please God. 
 
19 I am using these everyday examples, because in some ways you are still weak. You used 
to let the different parts of your body be slaves of your evil thoughts. But now you must 
make every part of your body serve God, so that you will belong completely to him. 
20 When you were slaves of sin, you didn’t have to please God. 21 But what good did you 
receive from the things you did? All you have to show for them is your shame, and they 
lead to death. 22 Now you have been set free from sin, and you are God’s slaves. This will 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A1-14&version=CEV#fen-CEV-488a


make you holy and will lead you to eternal life. 23 Sin pays off with death. But God’s gift is 
eternal life given by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

            
*The Reading of the Gospel Lesson              Matthew 10:40-42 (CEV) 

Rewards 
40 Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me. And anyone who welcomes me also welcomes 
the one who sent me. 41 Anyone who welcomes a prophet, just because that person is a 
prophet, will be given the same reward as a prophet. Anyone who welcomes a good 
person, just because that person is good, will be given the same reward as a good 
person. 42 And anyone who gives one of my most humble followers a cup of cool water, just 
because that person is my follower, will surely be rewarded. 

 

  The Message       “Because!”       Rev. Donald R. Brown, pastor 
 
  The Song of Response  10,000 Reasons    Praise Team 

 
  The Prayer of Confession (UNISON)      

 
 

Almighty and merciful God, we open our hearts up to you, trusting that your love 
and goodness is stronger than all of our shortcomings. We have been afraid to trust 
you, and we have forgotten the assurance of your unending presence. We have 
sacrificed our convictions, quieted our voices, given in to distractions, and looked 
out for ourselves above all else. We have thought about giving up when the task 
before us seems too great. Forgive us for all these things, and help us to be guided 
by your Spirit and to be filled with the One who gives us life. Amen. 
 

  The Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
  The Benediction 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
The SPRC will meet this Wednesday, July 1, 7:00 p.m. at the church.  If the weather is 
good we will meet under the pavilion on the playground.  If the weather is not good we 
will meet in the sanctuary.  In either place we will observe social distancing and wear 
masks.   Note: SPRC meetings are always closed sessions with only members of the SPRC 
present due to the sensitivity of matters discussed by this committee.  Members are also 
required by our Book of Discipline to keep all matters of the committee in strictest 
confidence. 

 

Church Council 
The Church Council will meet Sunday, July 12, 7:00 p.m. at the church.  If the weather is 
good we will meet under the pavilion on the playground.  If the weather is not good we 
will meet in the sanctuary.  In either place we will observe social distancing and wear 
masks. Note: Church Council meetings are open to any member of the congregation. 



 

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee will meet Thursday, July 2, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  The link to the 
meeting was emailed to committee members last week.  Please contact pastor Don if you 
did not receive your invitation.   

 

Movie and Discussion 
Pastor Don will lead an open and probing conversation about the 2019 film Just Mercy.  All 
are welcome and encouraged to participate.  The movie can be viewed for Free until the 
end of June on several platforms: Prime, Spectrum, Direct, and Youtube, to name a few.  In 
July, depending on which phase the church is in, this conversation will be in person (socially 
distanced and wearing masks) or over zoom.  The time is still TBD.   
 

Holy Communion Next Sunday! 
We will celebrate Holy Communion NEXT Sunday, July 5!  In preparation everyone 

is asked have their own bread and grape juice to be blessed.  For those worshiping in 

person there will be individual sealed cups with a wafer and juice if you prefer that 

method or forget to bring your own.   
 

Mid-Week Children’s Chapel Online 
You are invited to join Pastor Don as he leads a mid-week chapel/story time for children 
and any who would like to watch via the church Facebook page using Facebook Live each 
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.  If you do not have a Facebook account simply follow the directions 
on the church webpage. 
Note:  We will continue Children’s Chapel though the summer! 

 

Prayer Requests 
While we are worshiping online only you may easily submit prayer requests on the church 
website using the “Prayer” tab. www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com.  You may also call or 
text your prayer requests to Pastor Don directly at (864)630-0164 

 

Tithes/Offerings 
Please plan to maintain, or increase, your normal level of giving during this time of 
uncertainty.  Giving is a vital part of our worship and spiritual lives as well as a critical need 
of our church to maintain ministry requirements.  Thank you for your dedicated efforts in 
this area!  You may give in four (4) ways: 
 

1. Online by clicking the button on the welcome page of our church website 
www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com 
 

2. Mail your check to the church 
1420 Neely Ferry Road 
Simpsonville, SC 29680 
 

3. Set up automated checking with your bank.  Your bank can direct you how to do this. 
 

4. Text keyword hopewell to 73256 and follow the link. 
 

 

 

http://www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com/
http://www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com/

