
Hopewell United Methodist Church 
July 12, 2020 

 

We’re glad to have the opportunity to worship with you today! 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
  The Welcome Announcements        
 
  The Music of Centering   Surely the Presence of the Lord   Praise Team 

 
  The Morning Prayer                             
 
  The Song of Praise   Happy Day    Praise Team 
 
  The Prayer of Illumination 
 
  The Reading of Scripture          Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
  

Romans 8:1-11 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 
 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
13That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil 
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!’ 
 
18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case 
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 

   
  



  The Music of Preparation  Spirit of the Living God   Praise Team 
 

  The Message        “Ready to Grow”      Rev. Donald R. Brown, pastor 
 
  The Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

  The Song of Celebration   Jesus Messiah    Praise Team 
 
  The Benediction 
 
  The Music of Sending Forth  God be with You till We Meet Again  Praise Team  
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Blood Drive TODAY 
Please take time to go to the Blood Connection bus onsite this morning to give blood if you are healthy.  There is a desperate 
need for blood in our community!  Covid antibody testing is available for free AND you will be rewarded with a $20 gift 
card as a thank you.  Please feel free to give blood before, DURING, or after worship from 8:30 – 11:30. 
 

Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees will meet TODAY, Sunday, July 12, 6:15 p.m. at the church.  This will be a brief 30 minute meeting.  
We will observe social distancing and wear masks.  
 

Church Council 
The Church Council will meet TODAY, Sunday, July 12, 7:00 p.m. at the church.  If the weather is good we will meet under 
the pavilion on the playground.  If the weather is not good we will meet in the sanctuary.  We will observe social distancing 
and wear masks.  
 

Movie and Discussion 
Pastor Don will lead an open and probing conversation about the 2019 film  
Just Mercy.  All are welcome and encouraged to participate.  The movie can be viewed on your favorite television 
platforms: Prime, Spectrum, Direct, and Youtube, to name a few.  In July, depending on which phase the church is in, this 
conversation will be in person (socially distanced and wearing masks) or over zoom.  The time is still TBD.   
 

Prayer Requests 
While we are worshiping online only you may easily submit prayer requests on the church website using the “Prayer” tab. 
www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com.  You may also call or text your prayer requests to Pastor Don directly at (864)630-
0164 
 

Tithes/Offerings 
Please plan to maintain, or increase, your normal level of giving during this time of uncertainty.  Giving is a vital part of our 
worship and spiritual lives as well as a critical need of our church to maintain ministry requirements.  Thank you for your 
dedicated efforts in this area!  You may give in four (4) ways: 
 

1. Online by clicking the button on the welcome page of our church website www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com 
 

2. Mail your check to the church 
1420 Neely Ferry Road 
Simpsonville, SC 29680 
 

3. Set up automated checking with your bank.  Your bank can direct you how to do this. 
 

4. Text keyword hopewell to 73256 and follow the link. 
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