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We’re glad to have the opportunity to worship with you today! 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
  The Welcome Announcements           

 

  The Call to Worship for Independence Day (Responsive)                        Used with permission 
 

 

Pastor:  We gather this morning appreciating our freedom to worship God. 
All:  May God continue to bless the Church of Christ in this land. 
 
Pastor: We draw near to the God who rules over all nations 
All: May God continue to bless our country and all the countries in the world. 
 
Pastor: We seek to live in harmony and peace together with all peoples on the earth. 
All: May God continue to establish peace on earth and help us understand that it begins in our 

hearts. 
 
Pastor: Come, let us worship the Lord! 

 
  The Songs of Praise  Hear our Praises / Sanctuary   Praise Team 

 

 
  The Psalter                             Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
 

Response/All:  Defend the needy and the poor; let justice and peace abound. 
Pastor:  Give the king your justice, O God, 
ALL:  And your righteousness to the royal son! 
 
Pastor:  May he judge your people with righteousness, 
ALL:  And your poor with justice! 
 
Pastor:  Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 
ALL:  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
   Give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor! 
 
Pastor:  May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
ALL:  May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

Like showers that water the earth! 
 
Pastor:  In his days may righteousness flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
ALL:  May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

And from the river to the ends of the earth! 
Response/All:  Defend the needy and the poor; let justice and peace abound. 
 
Pastor:  May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! 
   May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, 

May the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 
ALL:  May all kings fall down before him, 

All nations serve him! 
 
 



Pastor:  For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 
ALL:  He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
 
Pastor:  And saves the lives of the needy. 
ALL:  From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

And precious is their blood in his sight. 
Response/All:  Defend the needy and the poor; let justice and peace abound. 
 
Pastor:  Long may he live, may gold of Sheba be given to him! 

May prayer be made for him continually, and blessings invoked for him all the day! 
ALL:  May there be abundance of grain in the land; 

May it wave on the tops of the mountains; 
May its fruit be like Lebanon; 

 
Pastor:  And may they blossom forth in the cities like the grass of the field! 
ALL:  May his name endure for ever, 

His fame continue as long as the sun! 
May people bless themselves by him, 

 All nations call him blessed! 
Response/All:  Defend the needy and the poor; let justice and peace abound. 
 

  The Prayer of Illumination (Unison) 
 

Holy and gracious God, may your Holy Spirit give us a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that, with the eyes of our hearts enlightened, we may know the 
hope to which Christ has called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance among us, 
and the greatness of his power for those who believe. Amen. 
 

  The Reading of Scripture Lessons          
 

Genesis 24 Selected Verses / Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
34 The servant explained: 
 
I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The Lord has been good to my master and has made him very rich. He has 
given him many sheep, goats, cattle, camels, and donkeys, as well as a lot of silver and gold, and many 
slaves. 36 Sarah, my master’s wife, didn’t have any children until she was very old. Then she had a son, 
and my master has given him everything. 37 I solemnly promised my master that I would do what he said. 
And he told me, “Don’t choose a wife for my son from the women in this land of Canaan. 38 Instead, go 
back to the land where I was born and find a wife for my son from among my relatives.” 
 
42 When I came to the well today, I silently prayed, “You, Lord, are the God my master Abraham 
worships, so please lead me to a wife for his son 43 while I am here at the well. When a young woman 
comes out to get water, I’ll ask her to give me a drink. 44 If she gives me a drink and offers to get some 
water for my camels, I’ll know she is the one you have chosen.” 
 
45 Even before I had finished praying, Rebekah came by with a water jar on her shoulder. When she had 
filled the jar, I asked her for a drink. 46 She quickly lowered the jar from her shoulder and said, “Have a 
drink. Then I’ll get water for your camels.” So I drank, and after that she got some water for my camels. 
47 I asked her who her father was, and she answered, “My father is Bethuel the son of Nahor and 
Milcah.” Right away I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head 
and gave thanks to the God my master Abraham worships. The Lord had led me straight to my master’s 
relatives, and I had found a wife for his son. 
 



49 Now please tell me if you are willing to do the right thing for my master. Will you treat him fairly, or do 
I have to look for another young woman? 
 
58 They called her and asked, “Are you willing to leave with this man right now?” 
 
“Yes,” she answered. 
 
59 So they agreed to let Rebekah and an old family servant woman[a] leave immediately with Abraham’s 
servant and his men. 60 They gave Rebekah their blessing and said, “We pray that God will give you many 
children and grandchildren and that he will help them defeat their enemies.” 61 Afterwards, Rebekah and 
the young women who were to travel with her prepared to leave. Then they got on camels and left with 
Abraham’s servant and his men. 
 
62 At that time Isaac was living in the southern part of Canaan near a place called “The Well of the Living 
One Who Sees Me.”[b] 63-65 One evening he was walking out in the fields, when suddenly he saw a 
group of people approaching on camels. So he started toward them. Rebekah saw him coming; she got 
down from her camel, and asked, “Who is that man?” 
 
“He is my master Isaac,” the servant answered. Then Rebekah covered her face with her veil.[c] 
 
66 The servant told Isaac everything that had happened. 
 
67 Isaac took Rebekah into the tent[d] where his mother had lived before she died, and Rebekah became 
his wife. He loved her and was comforted over the loss of his mother. 

 
Romans 7:15-25 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
15 In fact, I don’t understand why I act the way I do. I don’t do what I know is right. I do the things I hate. 
16 Although I don’t do what I know is right, I agree that the Law is good. 17 So I am not the one doing 
these evil things. The sin that lives in me is what does them. 
 
18 I know that my selfish desires won’t let me do anything that is good. Even when I want to do right, I 
cannot. 19 Instead of doing what I know is right, I do wrong. 20 And so, if I don’t do what I know is right, I 
am no longer the one doing these evil things. The sin that lives in me is what does them. 
 
21 The Law has shown me that something in me keeps me from doing what I know is right. 22 With my 
whole heart I agree with the Law of God. 23 But in every part of me I discover something fighting against 
my mind, and it makes me a prisoner of sin that controls everything I do. 24 What a miserable person I 
am. Who will rescue me from this body that is doomed to die? 25 Thank God! Jesus Christ will rescue me. 
 
So with my mind I serve the Law of God, although my selfish desires make me serve the law of sin.          
  

  The Gospel Reading             
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
16 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places 
and calling to one another, 
17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 19the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 
 
 
 



Jesus Thanks His Father 
25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

 
 
  The Message        “Come Unto Me”      Rev. Donald R. Brown, pastor 
 
  The Special Music       God Bless America   Suzanne Lee 
 
  The Celebration of Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 
Service III 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
ALL:   And also with you. 
 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
ALL:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
ALL:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

Always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
… 
And so, 
With your people on earth 
And all the company of heaven 
We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
The pastor may lower hands. 

 
ALL:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
   Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, 
whom you sent in the fullness of time to redeem the world. 
… 
Pastor:  And so, 

In remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
We offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
As a holy and living sacrifice, 
In union with Christ's offering for us, 
As we proclaim the mystery of faith. 



ALL:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
   and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
… 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
   all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Pastor:  And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
 
ALL:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your Kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. Now 
and forever.  Amen. 
(New English Version - adopted by the Church of England in 1977)  

 
 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
The Music During Communion     Draw me close to you 
 
The Prayer Following Communion (unison)   

ALL:   Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us.  Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your 
Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
 
  The Song of Response  Awesome God (refrain only)    Praise Team 

 
  The Prayer of Confession (UNISON)      

 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, we lower our heads before you and we confess that we have 
too often forgotten that we are yours. Sometimes we carry on our lives as if there 
was no God and we fall short of being a credible witness to You. For these things 
we ask your forgiveness and we also ask for your strength. Give us clear minds and 
open hearts so we may witness to You in our world. Remind us to be who You 
would have us to be regardless of what we are doing or who we are with. Hold us 
to You and build our relationship with You and with those You have given us on 
earth.  Amen. 
 

  The Pastoral Prayer  
 

  The Benediction 
 
 
 
 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Church Council 
The Church Council will meet NEXT Sunday, July 12, 7:00 p.m. at the church.  If the 
weather is good we will meet under the pavilion on the playground.  If the weather is not 
good we will meet in the sanctuary.  In either place we will observe social distancing and 
wear masks. Note: Church Council meetings are open to any member of the congregation. 

 

Movie and Discussion 
Pastor Don will lead an open and probing conversation about the 2019 film Just Mercy.  All 
are welcome and encouraged to participate.  The movie can be viewed for Free until the 
end of June on several platforms: Prime, Spectrum, Direct, and Youtube, to name a few.  In 
July, depending on which phase the church is in, this conversation will be in person (socially 
distanced and wearing masks) or over zoom.  The time is still TBD.   
 

Prayer Requests 
While we are worshiping online only you may easily submit prayer requests on the church 
website using the “Prayer” tab. www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com.  You may also call or 
text your prayer requests to Pastor Don directly at (864)630-0164 

 

Tithes/Offerings 
Please plan to maintain, or increase, your normal level of giving during this time of 
uncertainty.  Giving is a vital part of our worship and spiritual lives as well as a critical need 
of our church to maintain ministry requirements.  Thank you for your dedicated efforts in 
this area!  You may give in four (4) ways: 
 

1. Online by clicking the button on the welcome page of our church website 
www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com 
 

2. Mail your check to the church 
1420 Neely Ferry Road 
Simpsonville, SC 29680 
 

3. Set up automated checking with your bank.  Your bank can direct you how to do this. 
 

4. Text keyword hopewell to 73256 and follow the link. 
 

 

 

http://www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com/
http://www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com/

