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A Christmas Prayer 

by Robert Louis Stevenson 

"Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song 

of angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. Close 

the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come 

with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
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Christmas Eve 

Communion & Candlelight Worship 

 

December 24, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 

 

   

The Welcome        

 

  The Prelude       Away in a Manger / 217          Quintukes / All 

 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid 

down his sweet head. The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no 

crying he makes; I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 

and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

  The Invocation        

     

*Opening Hymn     Angels We Have Heard on High / 238  Quintukes / All 

 

1 Angels we have heard on high 

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply 

echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

which inspire your heavenly song? (Refrain) 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

Christ whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee, 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 

4 See him in a manger laid, 

whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 

while our hearts in love we raise. (Refrain) 

   

 

 



 

The Scripture Readings                 Isaiah 9:2-7 / Titus 2:11-14  

 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined.  

3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

   as people exult when dividing plunder.  

4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 

   the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

   and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

   He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 

Titus 2:11-14  

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 

12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 

present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 

13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave 

himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 

for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  

 



  The Lighting of the Advent Wreath      Bonita & Carl Birkel 

 

Our Christmas Affirmation 

 

Leader:  Advent hope moves us;  

Advent love leads us;  

Advent joy stirs us;  

Advent peace stills us, that we might affirm our King Jesus. 

 

It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by 

lighting the Christ Candle. 

 

All: We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of 

the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. He was the 

long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied.  

 

The same Jesus lives today in our hearts. He deserves 

our highest loyalty and total commitment.  

 

In Jesus Christ, our hope is fulfilled;  

our love is consummated;  

our joy is complete;  

and our peace is sealed. 

 

Leader:  Rejoice, a Savior is born. 

 

All:  A savior is born, indeed.  

Joy to the world! 

 

  The Song of Joy     Joy to The World / 246           Quintukes / All  

 

1. Joy to world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

 

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 



 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders,and wonders of his love. 

 

 

 

 

*The Gospel Lesson       Luke 2:1-20     

  

The Birth of Jesus 

2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 

towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn.  

 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 

11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying,  



     14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

      and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’  

 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them.  

 

  The Song of Peace    The First Noel / 245   Quintukes / All 

 

1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in 

fields as they lay; in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a 

cold winter's night that was so deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is 

the King of Israel. 

 

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them 

far; and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day 

and night. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its 

rest; and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where 

Jesus lay. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

  The Christmas Meditation          Rev. Don Brown, pastor 

 

  The Special Music        Friendly Beasts   Quintukes 

 

Jesus our savior kind and good was humbly born in a stable of wood 

And the friendly beasts around Him stood Jesus our savior kind and good 

 

"I" said the donkey shaggy and brown "I carried His mother up hill and down 

I carried her safely to Bethlehem town" "I" said the donkey shaggy and brown 

 

"I" said the cow all white and red "I gave Him my manger for a bed 

I gave Him my hay for to pillow His head "I" said the cow all white and red 

 

"I" said the sheep with the curly horn "I gave Him my wool for a blanket warm 

And he wore my coat on that Christmas morn "I" said the sheep with the curly horn 



 

"I" said the dove from the rafters high "I cooed Him to sleep so He would not cry 

We cooed Him to sleep my mate and I "I" said the dove from the rafters high 

  

"I" said the camel all yellow and black "Over the desert upon my back 

I brought Him a gift in the wise men's pack "I" said the camel all yellow and black 

 

Thus every beast remembering it well In the stable dark was so proud to tell 

Of the gifts they gave Emmanuel The gifts they gave Emmanuel 

 

 

   

The Sacrament of Holy Communion for Christmas Eve 

 

THE INVITATION 

 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly 

repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.   

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

 

THE CONFESSION AND PARDON   (Unison) 

 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our 

whole heart.  We have failed to be an obedient church.  We have 

not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled 

against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have 

not heard the cry of the needy. 

 

Forgive us, we pray.  Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

All pray in silence. 

 

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet 

sinners; that proves God's love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

 

All: Glory to God. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  



 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth… 

 

…  And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ… 

 

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 

sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the 

mystery of faith. 

 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, … 

 

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 

Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE RECEIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*The Closing Hymn & Candle Lighting         Quintukes / All 

 

Silent Night 

 

The candles tonight are battery operated.   

Simply twist the candle to light it. 

 

PLEASE LIGHT YOUR CANDLES 

 

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 

afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; radiant beams from thy holy 

face with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, the Lord, at thy 

birth. 

 

PLEASE RAISE YOUR CANDLES 

 

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 

*The Dismissal 

    

*The Postlude    Go Tell It on the Mountain / 251  Quintukes 

 

 

Please return your candles and candle holders in the boxes provided. 
 

 

 Church Office / Holiday Schedule 

December 24-27 Office Closed 

December 27   3:00 p.m. Carols, Cookies, and Cocoa at the Arbor (outside) 

     

 

Dec 31–Jan 3  Office Closed 

January 3  10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 

In case of emergency please contact the pastor on his cell phone  

 

 This Sunday 

This Sunday we will gather at the arbor at 3:00 p.m. for cookies, carols, and cocoa.  Those 

wearing masks will be invited to participate in singing carols.  Please dress according to the 

weather, bring a chair or blanket to sit on, and come enjoy the sounds of the season.   

NOTES: There will be no morning worship service. 


