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Hopewell United Methodist Church 
December 06, 2020 

 

We’re glad to have the opportunity to worship with you today! 
 

  The Welcome and Announcements      
 
  The Prelude  Surely the Presence of the Lord   Chris and JoEllen Borton 
 
  The Morning Prayer & Prayer of Illumination     

 
  The Scripture Lesson                 2 Peter 3:8-15a  

2 Peter 3:8-15  
8 Dear friends, don’t forget that for the Lord one day is the same as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years is the same as one day. 9 The Lord isn’t slow about keeping his promises, as 
some people think he is. In fact, God is patient, because he wants everyone to turn from sin 
and no one to be lost. 
10 The day of the Lord’s return will surprise us like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
loud noise, and the heat will melt the whole universe.[a] Then the earth and everything on it 
will be seen for what they are.[b] 
11 Everything will be destroyed. So you should serve and honor God by the way you 
live. 12 You should look forward to the day when God judges everyone, and you should try 
to make it come soon.[c] On that day the heavens will be destroyed by fire, and everything 
else will melt in the heat. 13 But God has promised us a new heaven and a new earth, where 
justice will rule. We are really looking forward to that! 
14 My friends, while you are waiting, you should make certain that the Lord finds you pure, 
spotless, and living at peace. 15 Don’t forget that the Lord is patient because he wants 
people to be saved. This is also what our dear friend Paul said when he wrote you with the 
wisdom that God had given him. 
 

  The Lighting of the Advent Wreath      
Pastor:  Mark 1:1-8 (Contemporary English Version) 
The Preaching of John the Baptist 
1 This is the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[a] 2 It began just as God had said 
in the book written by Isaiah the prophet, 
“I am sending my messenger to get the way ready for you. 
3 In the desert someone is shouting, ‘Get the road ready for the Lord! 
Make a straight path for him.’” 
4 So John the Baptist showed up in the desert and told everyone, “Turn back to God and be 
baptized! Then your sins will be forgiven.” 
5 From all Judea and Jerusalem crowds of people went to John. They told how sorry they 
were for their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. 
6 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair. He had a leather strap around his waist and ate 
grasshoppers and wild honey. 
7 John also told the people, “Someone more powerful is going to come. And I am not good 
enough even to stoop down and untie his sandals.[b] 8 I baptize you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit!” 

 
Reader One: Our lists are long, even in this strange mess where we live these days. And 
we want to do it right, we want to be safe, but we want to be able to enjoy the season. 
We’ve got work to do to put right what has gone wrong, to heal what is broken, to mend 
the relationships, and to prepare for the company that will come. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A8-15a+&version=CEV#fen-CEV-28418a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A8-15a+&version=CEV#fen-CEV-28418b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A8-15a+&version=CEV#fen-CEV-28420c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-8&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22183a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-8&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22189b


 
Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah reminds us that there is work to be done. “Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” When God comes in, 
then healing is to be found, but we need to make the way; we need to open the door into 
our lives. 
 
Reader One: So, we light these candles as a sign of our faith that the God we worship is 
not far from us and that we can clear the way for that God to come and dwell with us. We 
light these candles in faith that company is coming. 
 
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

 
 

  The Song of Praise  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Chris and JoEllen Borton 

 
  The Sermon   A Promised Future    Rev. Donald R. Brown, pastor 
 
  The Pastoral Prayer         

 
  The Hymn of Preparation            We Gather at Your Table  Chris and JoEllen Borton  
 
  The Celebration of the Eucharist          

A Great Thanksgiving for Advent     written by Taylor Burton-Edwards 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord! 
Straighten our crooked paths, O God! 
 
The day of the Christ’s coming draws near. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is in this place. 
Pray through us now, Holy Spirit. 
 
Pray through us now, 
that we may praise you, 
Holy, Triune God, 
with angels and archangels, 
with beings in heaven and all creatures on earth, 
with all who have ever sung this hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Blessed are you, Jesus Christ, 
Word made flesh, 
making all things new. 
Blessed are you, Jesus Christ! 
 



Blessed are you, Holy Spirit, 
dissolving every chain of sin that binds us, 
rebuking every power that enslaves, 
purifying our hearts, 
challenging every action not moved by love, 
and setting all creation free. 
Blessed are you, Holy Spirit. 
 
Blessed are you, El Shaddai, 
feeding your people, 
gathering us like lambs in your arms, 
and leading us to life eternal. 
Blessed are you, El Shaddai! 
 
We know the end that lies before us and all things: 
The elemental powers of this universe shall be burned away, 
the heavens vaporized, 
the earth and all our doings exposed for all to see. 
We know the end, and we tremble. 
 
 
We also know your promise, 
out of conflagration to re-create, 
out of chaos to re-order, 
out of such destruction to renew. 
We know your promise, and we rejoice. 
 
We rejoice, for you are with us, 
coming to us in flesh long ago, 
coming into our flesh in bread and cup at this, Christ’s table, 
coming into this world through your Church 
in the power of the Spirit, 
and coming again to complete what you have begun, 
and now feed us to continue. 
Feed us, O God. 
 
Feed us as Jesus fed his disciples 
on the night he was betrayed, 
taking bread, blessing you, breaking it, 
saying to those to whom he gave it: 
This is my body given for you. Take, eat, and remember me. 
 
Quench our thirst now as Jesus did that night, 
taking cup, giving thanks to you, 
and saying to those to whom he gave it: 
This is my blood poured out for you. Drink, and remember me. 
 
Only you can feed us, God. 
Only you can make us holy. 
 
Only you can prepare us for the end to come. 
Only you can purify our hearts. 



 
So come, Holy Spirit, 
on these gifts of bread and wine, 
and on us. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Feed us with the bread that lasts forever, 
the body of Christ. 
Slake our thirst with the cup of immortality, 
the blood of Christ. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
And so nourish us in holy living, today and all our days, 
that on that day when all things are recreated, 
and on these days as we wait for the fullness to come, 
the world may see and know in us the love that moves the universe 
to its true end in new beginning through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
By him, with him, and in him, united in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory are yours, seated upon the Throne, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
  The Music During Communion  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  Sarah Miller 
 
  The Giving and Receiving of the Elements 
 
  The Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.  
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
  The Benediction 
 
  The Song of Sending Forth              Blest Be the Tie That Binds  Chris & JoEllen Borton 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
Continued healing for Maggie Taylor; Continued Healing for Pete Lattig; Alana, cancer returned; Riley 

Faith, 4 years old, stage 4 cancer 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Poinsettia Announcement 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia ($12) to be used for decoration during our Christmas Eve 
Service, please contact the church office by Monday, December 14. 
 
Simpsonville Annual Christmas Parade 
The Quintukes will be representing Hopewell in the Simpsonville Parade on Sunday, December 6 from 3-
5 pm. The parade will be drive-thru at Heritage Park starting at the Main Street entrance. Come join in 
the holiday cheer! 
 
Advent Mission Opportunities 
There are two (2) ways to be in mission this Advent season: 
 
1. Reverse Advent Calendar for JMMH:  

There are so many in need during this time of year. You can help by joining us in participating in the 
Reverse Advent Calendar for James Monroe Mission House. Each day simply add an item listed on 
the calendar to a box, bring the box to Hopewell UMC either weekly or on Christmas Eve, and we will 
make sure James Monroe Mission House receives the donation for their food assistance 
distribution. Matthew 25: 37,40  “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you . . . The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’" 
 

2. Christmas for a local family:  
We will be receiving items to bless a local family this Christmas.  Details on how you can help are 
listed on the church website under the “Ministries” and “Missions” tabs. 

 

Lydia’s Group  
Looking for a lady’s night out? Celebrate Christmas with us at Sip n’ Shop Simpsonville on Friday, 
December 11th at 6 p.m. Please contact the church office for information. 
 
Volunteers Needed to Operate the Sound & Video System for Services 
We are in urgent need of volunteers to learn and operate the sound and video systems in our sanctuary 
during Sunday morning worship. Please contact Beth Lowe or the pastor for more information or to 
volunteer.   
 
Prayer Requests 
We encourage you to submit prayer requests on the church website using the “Prayer” tab.  
www.hopewellumcsimpsonville.com.   
You may also call or text your prayer requests to Pastor Don directly at (864)630-0164.   
Please note that prayer requests expire after two weeks.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sun, 12/06 10:30 am Worship 

 4:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

 5:00 pm Trustees Meeting 

 6:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

Mon, 12/07 10:00 am Staff Meeting 

 7:00 pm Staff Parish Relations Committee Meeting 

Tues, 12/08 5:30 pm Ukulele Club 

Wed, 12/09 9:30 am Learning Center Chapel 

 10:10 am Weekly Church wide Prayer Time 

Thurs, 12/10 6:00 pm Worship Committee Meeting 

NEXT Sun, 12/13 10:30 am Worship – Please make your reservations 

 
 


