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First Sunday of Christmas 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
December 26, 2021 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 
 

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all 
people through the birth of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God 
comes into the chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all things and at all 
times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus 
who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

Prelude A Christmas Medley 

setting by: John Rutter 
Jane Schroeder, piano 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who sends the word with angels, 
 who is made flesh among all peoples, 
 and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
C Amen. 
 
P In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.  
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Holy God, 
C we confess our sin before you. 
 We replace compassion with competition. 
 We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
 We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
 We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
 Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
 Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
 that all we do, in word or deed, 
 may reflect your love born among us. 
 Amen. 
 
P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
 God has come among us 
 in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 
 ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 
 and you are clothed in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! ELW 288 
IN DULCI JUBILO 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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P Let us pray 
 Shine into our hearts  
 the light of your wisdom, O God,  
 and open our minds  
 to the knowledge of your word,  
 that in all things we may think and act  
 according to your good will  
 and may live continually  
 in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
 who lives and reigns with you  
 and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Greeting 
 
P  Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
C  By day and night he shines for all to see. 
 
P  Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
C  that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
 
P  God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
C  so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 
P  Jesus is the light of the world. 
C  Jesus is the light of our lives. 
 
P  Sing to God a new song! 
C  A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God 
  And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
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Please be seated. 
 

First Lesson 
 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Micah                                (Micah 5: 2-5) 
 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth; 
 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 If the Assyrians come into our land 
 and tread upon our soil, 
 we will raise against them seven shepherds 
 and eight installed as rulers.  
 

L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

The Savior’s Birth—In Scripture and Song 
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Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279 
ST LOUIS 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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Second Lesson 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke                            (Luke 1: 26-35,38) 
 

   26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary 
said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary 
said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." 
Then the angel departed from her.  
 

L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Carol Canticle of the Turning ELW 724 
STAR OF COUNTY DOWN 
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Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459, Song#00762 
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Third Lesson 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke                                    (Luke 2: 1-7) 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.  
 

L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Carol Away in a Manger ELW 277 
AWAY IN A MANGER 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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Fourth Lesson 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke                                  (Luke 2: 8-16) 
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger.  
 

L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 
Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 

Carol Angels from the Realms of Glory ELW 275 
REGENT SQUARE 
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Fifth Lesson 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew                                   (Matthew 2: 1-11) 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Carol The First Noel ELW 300 
THE FIRST NOWELL 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
Please rise as you are able. 
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Sixth Lesson               (John 1: 1-14) 

 

P A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st Chapter 
C Glory to you, O Lord  
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ.                                                                            Please be seated. 
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All: 
Women: 

Men: 
Organ Solo: 

All: 

Carol Of the Father’s Love Begotten ELW 295 
DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite 
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong Mode V, 13th cent. 
Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
D Through Baptism we have been made children of God. Living together in trust and 
 hope, we confess our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
 space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

P  Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 
 confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offering Received  
 

Angels from the Realms of Glory 
  setting by: James D. Kimball 

Messiah Lutheran Church Handbell Quartet 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Offertory What Feast of Love  ELW 487 
                                                                     GREENSLEEVES                                                                       vs. 2 

Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459, Song# 98260. 

Angels from the Realms of Glory 
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 
Arr.: James D. Kimball (ASCAP) 
From: Four-Ringer Handbell Collection, Book 11 
©1998,2001 Jeffers Handbell Supply, P.O. Box 1728, Irmo, SC 29063-1728. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: CCS WORSHIPcast #13954. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 Gracious God, 
 your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
 As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
 prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
 you offer at this table 
 and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
 in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
 you have opened the eyes of faith 
 to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
 that, beholding the God made visible, 
 we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 

Sanctus Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 2 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Christmas) 

P Holy God, 
 Creator of all and Source of life, 
 at the birth of time 
 your word brought light into the world. 
 

 In the fullness of time, 
 you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
 to shine in our darkness 
 and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his birth and life among us, 
 his death and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again 
 when all things will be restored in him. 
 

 By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
 that, held and nourished by you, 
 we may live as your children, 
 shining with the light of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C Amen 
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Invitation to Communion  

P In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
 come and see what God makes known for you. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 3 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 

As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of 
your hand. Should you desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of 
the cup where you will dip, or instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 

 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have picked 

up the kit when you entered church today.   
Please remain in your places. You may now partake of Holy Communion. 

Communion Hymn Love Has Come ELW 292 
UN FLAMBEAU 

Reprint Permission: CCLI#20011506 
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Communion Hymn Away in a Manger ELW 278 
 CRADLE SONG 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288 
                                                                     IN DULCI JUBILO                                                                     vs. 1 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #00762. 

Prayer after Communion 
 

D Let us pray. 
 We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
 God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
 As we have shared this feast of love, 
 strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
 the obedience of Joseph,  
 the joy of the angels,  
 the eagerness of the shepherds,  
 the determination of the magi,  
 and the peace of the Christ Child.  
 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son,  
 and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Go! Tell it On the Mountain! ELW 290 
 GO TELL IT 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Dismissal 
 
D Glory to God in the highest!   
C Peace to God’s people on earth! 
D Christ is Born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
     Go! Tell It On the Mountain!  

arr. John Renfroe 
 

John Renfroe, keyboard 


