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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time 

visitor, to identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize 
first time visitors.  

 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity 
bags of quiet toys for children to use.   

 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new 
church home. 

 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak 
to one of the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed 
materials we can offer you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 Messiah offers hearing assistance devices for worship. If you would like a 

device, please speak with an usher.  
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies 

of the Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a 
daily devotional booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are 
available on the tables in the Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if 
you do not see what you need.  

 
 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 

Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 
Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Day Service 
Saturday — December 25, 2021 — 10:00am 

Introduction  

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, 
shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, 
God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. 
Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and 
Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have 
indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O 
come, let us adore!  

Prelude A Christmas Medley 

arr. John Rutter 
Jane Schroeder, piano 

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who sends the word with angels, 
 who is made flesh among all peoples, 
 and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
C Amen. 
 
P In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.  
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Holy God, 
C we confess our sin before you. 
 We replace compassion with competition. 
 We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
 We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
 We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
 Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
 Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
 that all we do, in word or deed, 
 may reflect your love born among us. 
 Amen. 
 
P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
 God has come among us 
 in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 
 ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 
 and you are clothed in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279 
 ST. LOUIS 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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P Let us pray 
 All-powerful and unseen God,  
 the coming of your light into our world  
 has brightened weary hearts with peace.  
 Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim  
 the birth of your Son,  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Is. 62:6-12 

The prophet invites the people to give God no rest until God reestablishes Jerusalem. In turn, they 
will receive names full of promise: The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord, A City Not Forsaken.  

Prayer of the Day  

A Reading from the  
Book of The Prophet Isaiah. 

 

 6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 
  I have posted sentinels; 
 all day and all night 
  they shall never be silent. 
 You who remind the Lord, 
  take no rest, 
 7and give him no rest 
  until he establishes Jerusalem 
  and makes it renowned throughout  
 the earth. 

 
 

  
8The Lord has sworn by his right hand 
  and by his mighty arm: 
 I will not again give your grain 
  to be food for your enemies, 
 and foreigners shall not drink the wine 
  for which you have labored; 
 9but those who garner it shall eat it 
  and praise the Lord, 
 and those who gather it shall drink it 
  in my holy courts. 
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A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Titus.  
 

4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not 
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, 
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out 
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, 
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.              Please rise as you are able. 

God saves us not because of what we do. Rather, God is a God of mercy and salvation who graciously 
cleanses us in baptism and renews our lives through the Holy Spirit.  

Second Reading Titus 3:4-7 

10Go through, go through the gates, 
  prepare the way for the people; 
 build up, build up the highway, 
  clear it of stones, 
  lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
 11The Lord has proclaimed 
  to the end of the earth: 
 Say to daughter Zion, 
  “See, your salvation comes; 
 his reward is with him, 

  and his recompense before him.” 
 12They shall be called, “The Holy People, 
  The Redeemed of the Lord“; 
 and you shall be called, “Sought Out, 
  A City Not Forsaken.”  
 
 
L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation Love Has Come ELW 292 
 UN FLAMBEAU 

Reprint Permission: CCLI#20011506, Song #2060820. 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 1st Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 

not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 

him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 

the will of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                           Please be seated. 

The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the one who reveals 
God to be “full of grace and truth.”  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading John 1:1-14 
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Hymn of the Day Of the Father’s Love Begotten ELW 295 
                                                                              DIVINUM MYSTERIUM  

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #87255. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
D Through Baptism we have been made children of God. Living together in trust ahd 
 hope, we confess our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
 space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

P  Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 
 confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offering Received  
 

He Whom Shepherds Once Came Praising 
  setting by: Helmut Walcha 

John Renfroe, organ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Stand, as you are able. 

He Whom Shepherds Once Came Praising 
Music: QUEM PASTORES 
Arr.: Helmut Walcha 
From: Augsburg Organ Library: Christmas, p. 96 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Manual Submit of Member Publisher. 

Offertory What Feast of Love ELW 487 
                                                                     GREENSLEEVES                                                                       vs. 2 

Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459, Song# 98260. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 Gracious God, 
 your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
 As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
 prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
 you offer at this table 
 and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
 in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
 you have opened the eyes of faith 
 to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
 that, beholding the God made visible, 
 we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 

Sanctus Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 2 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Christmas) 

P Holy God, 
 Creator of all and Source of life, 
 at the birth of time 
 your word brought light into the world. 
 

 In the fullness of time, 
 you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
 to shine in our darkness 
 and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his birth and life among us, 
 his death and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again 
 when all things will be restored in him. 
 

 By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
 that, held and nourished by you, 
 we may live as your children, 
 shining with the light of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C Amen 
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Invitation to Communion  

P In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
 come and see what God makes known for you. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 3 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 
As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of 

Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. 
Should you desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may 

next approach the minister of the cup where you will dip, or 
instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy 

Communion. 
 
 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-

Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have picked up the kit 
when you entered church today.   

Please remain in your places.  
You may now partake of Holy Communion  
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Communion Hymn It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ELW 282 
CAROL 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288 
                                                                     IN DULCI JUBILO                                                                     vs. 1 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

D Let us pray. 
 We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
 God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
 As we have shared this feast of love, 
 strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
 the obedience of Joseph,  
 the joy of the angels,  
 the eagerness of the shepherds,  
 the determination of the magi,  
 and the peace of the Christ Child.  
 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son,  
 and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Go Tell it On the Mountain ELW 290 
 GO TELL IT 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Dismissal 
 
D Glory to God in the highest!   
C Peace to God’s people on earth! 
D Christ is Born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!  

setting by: Wilbur Held 
 

John Renfroe, organ 

Good Christian Men, Rejoice [sic] 
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO 
Arr.: Wilbur Held 
From: Six Carol Settings, ©1970 Concordia Publishing House. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #114839. 



24 

 


