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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time 

visitor, to identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize 
first time visitors.  

 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity 
bags of quiet toys for children to use.   

 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new 
church home. 

 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak 
to one of the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed 
materials we can offer you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 Messiah offers hearing assistance devices for worship. If you would like a 

device, please speak with an usher.  
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies 

of the Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a 
daily devotional booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are 
available on the tables in the Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if 
you do not see what you need.  

 
 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 

Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 
Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Friday — December 24, 2021 — 7:00pm 

Introduction  

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that 
the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and 
justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to 
all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to 
share the light of Christ with the whole world.  

Prelude O Magnum Mysterium 

Giovanni Gabrieli 
Brass Ensemble 

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

Trumpet 
Tito Alvarez 

Grason Pettersen 
 

 
Horn 

Dana Williams 
 

 
Tuba 

Tom Kracmer 

Brass Ensemble  
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who sends the word with angels, 
 who is made flesh among all peoples, 
 and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
C Amen. 
 
P In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.  
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Holy God, 
C we confess our sin before you. 
 We replace compassion with competition. 
 We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
 We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
 We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
 Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
 Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
 that all we do, in word or deed, 
 may reflect your love born among us. 
 Amen. 
 
P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
 God has come among us 
 in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 
 ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 
 and you are clothed in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Christmas Proclamation 

D: Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth 
 and then formed man and woman in his own image; 
 

 long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of 
 the covenant; 
 

 twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and 
 Sarah; 
 

 thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and 
 Miriam danced in freedom; 
 

 eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
 

 one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, 
 

 in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the 
 prophets; 
 

 in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
 

 the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of 
 Rome; 
 

 the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
 

 while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 
 Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 

 desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 

 being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of 
 his mother— 

 now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 



6 

 

Gathering Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283 
ADESTE FIDELIS 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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Greeting 
 

P Today, Christ is born! 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Procession of the Christ Child 

During the singing of the Gloria, the figure of the Christ Child is carried to the manger. 

Hymn of Praise From: Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 
GLORIA 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 



8 

 

P Let us pray 
 Almighty God, you made this holy night shine  
 with the brightness of the true Light.  
 Grant that here on earth  
 we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence  
 and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Blessing of the Creche  

P Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
 With Mary and Joseph, with the angels and shepherds, 
 and with the animals in the stable 
 we gather around your Son, born for us. 
 Bless us, and fill us with joy and wonder 
 as we look upon this manger scene. 
 May Jesus be born in our lives, 
 that we might share his love with all the world, 
 for he is our light and our salvation. 
C Blessed be God forever. 

Anthem                Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 

arr. Doug Wagner 
Messiah Lutheran Church Handbell Choir 
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We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Is. 9:2-7 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child 
with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis 
for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!  

A Reading from the Book of The Prophet Isaiah. 
 

 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Titus.  
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 
of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.              Please rise as you are able. 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the 
present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.  

Second Reading Titus 2:11-14 

Gospel Acclamation From: Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 
GLORIA 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 2nd Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
[  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.]  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                           Please be seated. 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and 
proclaim God’s blessing of peace.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-20 
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Organ Voluntary Vom Himmel Hoch J.S. Bach 
 BWV 769 
 

John Renfroe, Organ 

Hymn of the Day From Heaven Above ELW 268 
                                                                              VOM HIMMEL HOCH                                                           vss. 1-3                 



13 

 

The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
D Through Baptism we have been made children of God. Living together in trust ahd 
 hope, we confess our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
 space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

P  Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 
 confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offering Received  
 

Unto Us is Born a Son 
  setting by: Sir David Willcocks 

Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Stand, as you are able. 

Text: Tr. G.R. Woodward, 1848-1934 
Music: PIAE CANTIONES, 1582 
Arr.: Sir David Willcocks, 1919-2015 
Arr: ©1961, Oxford University Press All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: CCLI #20011506, Song #4658371. 

Offertory What Feast of Love ELW 487 
                                                                     GREENSLEEVES                                                                       vs. 2 

Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459, Song# 98260. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 Gracious God, 
 your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
 As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
 prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
 you offer at this table 
 and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
 in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
 you have opened the eyes of faith 
 to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
 that, beholding the God made visible, 
 we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



16 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 

Sanctus Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 2 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Christmas) 

P Holy God, 
 Creator of all and Source of life, 
 at the birth of time 
 your word brought light into the world. 
 

 In the fullness of time, 
 you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
 to shine in our darkness 
 and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his birth and life among us, 
 his death and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again 
 when all things will be restored in him. 
 

 By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
 that, held and nourished by you, 
 we may live as your children, 
 shining with the light of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C Amen 
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Invitation to Communion  

P In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
 come and see what God makes known for you. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 3 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 
As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of 

Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. 
Should you desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may 

next approach the minister of the cup where you will dip, or 
instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy 

Communion. 
 
 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-

Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have picked up the kit 
when you entered church today.   

Please remain in your places.  
You may now partake of Holy Communion  

Communion Anthem 
O Holy Night 
Adolphe Adam 

 
 
 

Judy Young, soloist 

Podcast Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Communion Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279 
 ST. LOUIS 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288 
                                                                     IN DULCI JUBILO                                                                     vs. 1 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #00762. 

Prayer after Communion 
 

D Let us pray. 
 We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
 God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
 As we have shared this feast of love, 
 strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

When lighting your candle, please hold your lit 
candle upright to pass the flame on to the next 

candle. 
 

To ensure the safety of all worshippers: please be 
aware of your lit candle as you hold it, keeping the 

flame upright at all times.  Be aware of your 
surroundings as lit candles should be kept away 
from clothing, hair, worship bulletins, pews and 

your neighbors. 
 

Keeping the candle upright will allow any melting 
wax to safely remain within the plastic guard . 

Melting wax is hot and can cause injury to skin and 
may damage clothing and/or carpeting and pews. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
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Candle Lighting Dialog and Prayer 

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
P Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
C We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 
P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
P May the grace and truth of Christ be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God,  
 you made this holy night shine  
 with the brightness of the true Light.  
 Grant that here on earth  
 we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence  
 and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;  
 through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 

Candlelight Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 281 
 STILLE NACHT 
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We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
 the obedience of Joseph,  
 the joy of the angels,  
 the eagerness of the shepherds,  
 the determination of the magi,  
 and the peace of the Christ Child.  
 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son,  
 and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 

Candlelight Prayer 
 
D Let us pray. 
 O Christ, the light of the world,  
 whose birth we celebrate;  
 shine the truth of the Gospel  
 into our hearts and minds.  
 Just as these candles illuminate this sanctuary,  
 send us forth from here to illuminate your world  
 and the lives of all people.   
 Kindle in us faith, hope, and grace  
 so that we might glorify your most holy name  
 and share the light of eternal glory  
 with you in your heavenly kingdom. 
 All this we ask, in the name of the Christ Child, 
C Amen 
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Sending Hymn Joy to the World ELW 267 
 ANTIOCH 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 



28 

 

Dismissal 
 
D Glory to God in the highest!   
C Peace to God’s people on earth! 
D Christ is Born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
     Hodie Christus Natus Est  

Giovanni Gabrieli 
 

Brass Ensemble 


