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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 Messiah offers hearing assistance devices for worship. If you would like a device, 

please speak with an usher.  
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday — December 19, 2021 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a 
lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, 
the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for 
“the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which 
the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim 
the Lord’s death.”  

9:30 am 

Prelude Creator of the Stars of Night 

  setting by: Richard Warner 
John Renfroe, organ  

9:25 am 

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

Music: CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 
Contributors: arr. Richard Wagner 
©2009, Augsburg Fortress 
from: Augsburg Organ Library: Advent I 
Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #AF20201457. 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who alone does wonders, 
 who lifts up the lowly, 
 who fills the hungry with good things. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, 
 we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children 
 and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One, 
 and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 
P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
 You are children of the Most High, 
 inheritors of the eternal promise, 
 and recipients of divine mercy. 
 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257 
VENI,VENI,EMMANUEL vss. 1-4 

Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459, Song #32080. 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Litany for Lighting the Advent Wreath 

P At every beginning there is a yearning 
 for the one who is coming. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Surprise us by your arrival. 
 
P We gather together to let God’s good news 
 reorient our lives. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Surprise us by your arrival. 
 
P We wait for the day 
 when all the world will see the sign 
 that God is with us. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Surprise us by your arrival. 
 
P We are shocked by how God comes close, 
 even at this very moment. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Surprise us by your arrival. 
 
P Jesus, we welcome your presence now 
 with the lighting of these candles, 
 whose flames bring light to darkest winter 
 and fill this place with the glow of hope. 
C Amen. 
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Advent Hymn Watch for Messiah ELW 240 
TIF IN VELDELE 

Reprint permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song# 85955. 

Procession of the Creche Figures  

During the singing of the Advent Hymn the ushers carry the creche figures forward 
and place them in the stable scene 

Prayer of the Day  

P Let us pray 
 Stir up your power,  
 Lord Christ, and come.  
 With your abundant grace and might,  
 free us from the sin that binds us,  
 that we may receive you in joy  
 and serve you always,  
 for you live and reign  
 with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Micah 5:2-5a 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, 
like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around 
Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this 

A Reading from the Book of The Prophet Micah. 
 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. 
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of 
all, one through which we are made a holy people.  

Second Reading Hebrews 10:5-10 

A Reading from The Letter to the Hebrews.  
 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 

Responsorial Canticle Lord, Make Us Turn to You Haugen 
    Luke 1: 46b-55 

Text: Luke 1:46b-55; para. Marty Haugen 
Music: Marty Haugen 
Music: ©1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason, Chicago IL, 60630. www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #01216. 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                ELW S102 

Here I am, the servant |    to  your word. 

Gospel Acclamation—Page 11 
Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 
law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order 
to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.              Please rise as you are able. 

|      of   the Lord, let it be with me according 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 1st Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [ 
  46And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.                                                                                       

Please be seated. 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and 
with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who 
remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.  

Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-55 
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Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459 

Hymn of the Day The King Shall Come ELW 260 
 CONSOLATION 

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
A  As we watch and wait for Christ’s coming, we confess our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
 yearn for God’s presence. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Hear us, O God. 
C Your Mercy is Great. 
 

P  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive 
 these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.    
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offertory  ELW 182 

Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303 (From ELW Service Music) 

Offering Received  
 

The Redeemer Will Come 
  David Angerman/Michael Barrett 

Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Stand, as you are able. 

Text and Music: David Angerman and Michael Barrett,  
©2001, Glory Sound and Malcom Music, divisions of Shawnee Press, Delaware Water Gap, PA.  
   All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#49494. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 God of our waiting and watching, 
 we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
 to the service of all your people. 
 Prepare the way before us 
 as we meet you in this simple meal, 
 through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
 through whom you will also make all things new 
 in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



16 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  (Advent adapt.) 

Sanctus                                      ELW S108 

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
 our Salvation and our Hope, 
 we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
 

 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
 you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 

 At this end of the ages 
 your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
 and to heal all the suffering world.  

Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
    our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
    and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 And so, remembering,  
 his life, death, and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again 
 in righteousness and peace. 
 

 Send your Spirit on us 
 and on this bread and wine we share: 
 strengthen our faith, 
 increase our hope, 
 and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
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Invitation to Communion  

P Come to Christ’s banquet. 
 Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, let us offer our prayer to the 
 Father: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                                                                 ELW S112 

Reception of Communion  

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 

As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of 
Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should 

you desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach 
the minister of the cup where you will dip, or instinct, the host in 

the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged 

Communion Kit,  you will have picked up the kit when you entered 
church today. Please remain in your places.  
You may now partake of Holy Communion  
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Communion Hymn The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265 
 GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle  ELW S113 

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Prayer after Communion  

D Let us pray.  
 Most High God, 
 you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
C Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing  

P The God of hope 
 fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope  
 ☩ by the power of the Holy Spirit , 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257 
VENI,VENI,EMMANUEL vss. 5-8 

Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459, Song #32080. 
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Dismissal  

D Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 Setting By: Flor Peeters 
   John Renfroe, organ 

Veni, Emmanuel 
From: Augsburg Organ Library: Advent I 
Contributors: Flor Peeters 
© 2000, Augsburg Fortress. 
Podcast Permission: One License Manual Submit of Member Publisher. 


