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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 Messiah offers hearing assistance devices for worship. If you would like a device, 

please speak with an usher.  
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Third Sunday of Advent 
Sunday — December 12, 2021 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The 
nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming 
of one “more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good 
news—and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for 
the third Sunday of Advent.  

9:30 am 

Prelude Alleluia, He Comes to Us 

  setting by: Michael Keller 
Messiah Lutheran Church Handbell Choir 

9:25 am 

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

Music: Alleluia, He Comes to Us, A Medley of Three Advent Hymns 
Contributors: arr. Michael R. Keller (ASCAP) 
©1986, Agape, a div. of Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream IL. 
from: The Karissa Dennis Handbell Series 
Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #117975; CCS WORSHIPcast #13954. 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who alone does wonders, 
 who lifts up the lowly, 
 who fills the hungry with good things. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, 
 we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children 
 and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One, 
 and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 
P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
 You are children of the Most High, 
 inheritors of the eternal promise, 
 and recipients of divine mercy. 
 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239 
CHESTERFIELD 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Litany for Lighting the Advent Wreath 

P At every beginning there is a yearning 
 for the one who is coming. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Open us up to your arrival. 
 
P We gather together to allow our deeply held hopes 
 to be reshaped by God’s promises. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Open us up to your arrival. 
 
P We wait for the day 
 when God will make us a future 
 that is no longer predicated on our fear. 
 Emmanuel, 
C Open us up to your arrival. 
 
P We find a new receptivity within us 
 that desires God’s will over our own will 
 and relies on God’s justice and mercy to accomplish it. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Open us up to your arrival. 
 
P Jesus, we welcome your presence now 
 with the lighting of these candles, 
 whose flames bring light to darkest winter 
 and fill this place with the glow of hope. 
C Amen. 
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Advent Hymn Watch for Messiah ELW 240 
TIF IN VELDELE 

Reprint permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song# 85955. 

Procession of the Creche Figures  

During the singing of the Advent Hymn the ushers carry the creche figures forward 
and place them in the stable scene 

Prayer of the Day  

P Let us pray 
 Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God,   
 and open our ears to the preaching of John,  
 that, rejoicing in your salvation,  
 we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20 

The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which 
comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to 
repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand.  

A Reading from the Book of The Prophet Zephaniah. 
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
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Responsorial Canticle Cry Out With Joy And Gladness Mark Haas 
    Isaiah 12 

Cantor:  
  

 Vs1:  God indeed is my savior; I am confident and unafraid. My strength and courage is the 
 Lord, and He has been my savior. ꭆ 
 

 Vs2:  Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim His name; among the nations make known His 
 deeds, proclaim how exalted is His name. ꭆ  
 

 Vs3:  Sing praise to the Lord for His gracious achievement; let this be known throughout 
 all the earth. Shout with exultation, O City of Zion, for great in your midst is the holy one 
 of Israel. ꭆ 

Text: Isaiah 12:2-6, para. Mark Haas 
Music: Mark Haas. 
Music: © 2015, Mark Haas Music, www.markhaasmusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   
Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #5e5e69f2367fa. 

 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the Lord.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in 
Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s joy 
and peace.  

Gospel Acclamation                                                ELW S102 

| |     pare    your  way. 

Gospel Acclamation—Page 11 
Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

Second Reading Philippians 4:4-7 

     ger  be—fore you 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.  
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.              Please rise as you are able. 

who will pre- I am sending my messen- 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 3rd Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  
 
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.                                                                                       

Please be seated. 

John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is 
not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational 
integrity.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 
 
 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading Luke 3:7-18 
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Hymn of the Day Savior of the Nations, Come ELW 263 
 NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

Reprint permission: OneLicense#A710459, Song# 01368. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
A  As we watch and wait for Christ’s coming, we confess our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
 yearn for God’s presence. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Hear us, O God. 
C Your Mercy is Great. 
 

P  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive 
 these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.    
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offertory  ELW 182 

Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303 (From ELW Service Music) 

Offering Received  
 

He Came Down 
  Cameroon traditional 

SonRise Singers 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Stand, as you are able. 

Text: Cameroon traditional 
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional, arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Arr: ©1986, Iona Community,  a div of GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago IL, 60638. www.giamusic.com All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#00114. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 God of our waiting and watching, 
 we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
 to the service of all your people. 
 Prepare the way before us 
 as we meet you in this simple meal, 
 through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
 through whom you will also make all things new 
 in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Advent adapt.) 

Sanctus                                      ELW S108 

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
 our Salvation and our Hope, 
 we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
 

 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
 you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 

 At this end of the ages 
 your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
 and to heal all the suffering world.  

Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
    our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
    and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 And so, remembering,  
 his life, death, and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again 
 in righteousness and peace. 
 

 Send your Spirit on us 
 and on this bread and wine we share: 
 strengthen our faith, 
 increase our hope, 
 and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
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Invitation to Communion  

P Come to Christ’s banquet. 
 Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, let us offer our prayer to the 
 Father: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                                                                 ELW S112 

Reception of Communion  

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 

As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of 
Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should 

you desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach 
the minister of the cup where you will dip, or instinct, the host in 

the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged 

Communion Kit,  you will have picked up the kit when you entered 
church today. Please remain in your places.  
You may now partake of Holy Communion  
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Communion Hymn Creator of the Stars of Night ELW 245 
 CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 

Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #G6873. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle  ELW S113 

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Prayer after Communion  

D Let us pray.  
 Most High God, 
 you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
C Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing  

P The God of hope 
 fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope  
 ☩ by the power of the Holy Spirit , 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Joy to the World ELW 245 
 ANTIOCH 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Dismissal  

D Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  Savior of the Nations, Come 

 setting by Hugo Distler 
   John Renfroe, organ 

Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland 
From: Augsburg Organ Library: Advent I 
Contributors: Hugo Distler 
© 2000 Augsburg Fortress. 
Podcast Permission: One License Manual Submit of Member Publisher. 


