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A Midweek Advent Series 

Tidings of Comfort and Joy 

Wednesdays 
11:30am 

The Angel Speaks to…. 

Zechariah’s Fear 

Mary’s Doubt 

Joseph’s Confusion 

Shepherd’s Curiosity 
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Tidings of Comfort and Joy 

Introduction 

The holiday season can stir deep emotions within each of us. Many children greet the 

advent of Christmas with joy and excitement, whereas those who have lost loved ones 

during the past year may find great sadness in the very same event. Thankfully, our God 

meets us wherever we are, both physically and emotionally. This Advent series gives 

voice to the complex situations and emotions with which we greet the coming Messiah 

and uses the reactions of those who first received the news of Jesus’ birth (Zechariah, 

Joseph, Mary, and the shepherds) to do so. These services acknowledge responses of 

fear, confusion, doubt, and curiosity, while the coming of Jesus promises comfort and 

joy for all of us. 

Weekly Themes 

December 1st: The Angel Speaks to Zechariah’s Fear 

December 8th: The Angel Speaks to Mary’s Doubt 

December 15th:  The Angel Speaks to Joseph’s Doubt 

December 22nd: The Angel Speaks to the Shepherd’s Curiosity 
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Greeting 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Opening Dialogue 

Week One: December 1st 
 

L This season of Advent confronts many of our emotions. 
C    Sometimes we are terrified and overwhelmed with fear. 
L “Do not be afraid. Your prayer has been heard.” 
C  Joy and gladness will come to us. 
L The Holy Spirit will fill our hearts. 
C  And we will all share tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

Week Two: December 8th 
L This season of Advent confronts many of our emotions. 
C  Sometimes we doubt and fail to trust God. 
L “Do not be afraid. You have found favor with God.” 
C  Nothing is impossible with God. 
L Let it be with us according to your word. 
C  And we will all share tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Week Three: December 15th 
L This season of Advent confronts many of our emotions. 
C  Sometimes we are confused, unsure of what is happening in our lives. 
L “Do not be afraid. The child is from the Holy Spirit.” 
C  God is with us. 
L The child shall be called Emmanuel. 
C  And we will all share tidings of comfort and joy. 
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Week Four: December 22nd 
L This season of Advent confronts many of our emotions. 
C  Sometimes we are curious about what the future holds. 
L “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good news of great joy.” 
C  Let us go to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place. 
L Let us make known what has been told to us about this child. 
C  And we will all share tidings of comfort and joy. 

Prayer of the Day 

Week One: December 1st 
L O God who brings comfort and joy, when fear overwhelms us and we cannot 
 see a way out, speak to our fear. Calm our troubled hearts and provide peace in 
 our fearful world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 

Week Two: December 8th 
L O God who brings comfort and joy, when our faith waivers and we question 
 your word, speak to our doubt. Comfort us with your promises and renew our 
 trust in you. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
  

Week Three: December 15th 
L O God who brings comfort and joy, when the world baffles us with conflicting 
 messages and puzzling events, speak to our confusion. Comfort us with the 
 knowledge that you are with us in times of clarity and times of confusion. In 
 Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 

Week Four: December 22nd 
L O God who brings comfort and joy, when we wait with anticipation of what will 
 come, speak to our curiosity. Comfort us with your surprises and give us hearts 
 that are thankful for all that you provide. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
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A Reading from the Prophets 

Week One: December 1st 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

2In days to come 
 the mountain of the LORD's house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
 3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths." 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD!  
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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Week Three:  December 15th 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

Week Two: December 8th 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah. 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause 
a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Week Four: December 22nd 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Zephaniah. 

14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
 he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
 you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
 do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
 a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
 he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
 18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
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 so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
 at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
 and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
 and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
 at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes, says the LORD.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

A Reading from the Gospels 

Week One: December 1st 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 1st Chapter 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
5In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. 6Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all 
the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7But they had no children, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 
8Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9he was 
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the 
Lord and offer incense. 10Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly 
of the people was praying outside. 11Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you will name him John. 14You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
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birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16He will turn many of 
the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit and power of Elijah he will 
go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord." 18Zechariah said to the angel, "How will I know that this is so? For I am an old 
man, and my wife is getting on in years." 19The angel replied, "I am Gabriel. I stand in 
the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 
news. 20But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their 
time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur."  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Week Two: December  8th 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 1st Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary 
said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 
God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Week Three: December  15th 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 1st Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
8Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named 
him Jesus.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Week Four: December 22nd 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 2nd Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; 
for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
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saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

Reflection 

Week One: December 1st  Pastor Richard Leseganich 

Week Two: December 8th  Deacon Scott VanBaaren 

Week Three: December 15th Pastor Richard Leseganich  

Week Four: December 22nd Deacon John Renfroe 
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Gospel Canticle 

 
C Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
 you have come to your people and set them free. 
 You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of your servant David. 
 
 Through your holy prophets, 
 you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
 from the hands of all who hate us, 
 to show mercy to our forebears, 
 and to remember your holy covenant. 
 This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 free to worship you without fear, 
 holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 
 
 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
 to give God's people knowledge of salvation 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 In the tender compassion of our God 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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The Prayers 

L During these weeks of waiting and expecting, where people live in fear of the 
 unknown, 
C  we pray for peace. 
 

L Where people are confused about your will for their lives or for the world, 
C  we pray for clarity. 
 

L Where people doubt your presence and your word, 
C  we pray for trust. 
 

L Where people are curious, and await the future with hopeful anticipation, 
C  we pray for wonder. 
 

L Most of all, when the world longs for you, 
C  we pray you help us respond with glad tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

L We pray all this in the name of Jesus, our long-expected Savior. 
C  Amen. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
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Closing Prayer 

Week One: December 1st 
L Let us pray. God of the covenant, we hear the voice of John the Baptist 
 breaking into our world: The kingdom is near! Prepare the way! Come and 
 dwell in the pathways of our hearts, that we may be ready for the Messiah’s 
 birth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen.  
 

Week Two: December 8th 
L Let us pray. God of new visions, guide us along our Advent journey. Reorient 
 our lives, lead us in the way of peace, and grant us your spirit of wisdom and 
 understanding, counsel and might, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen.  
 

Week Three: December 15th 
L Let us pray. God of the crossroads, you stand with us at the junctures in our 
 lives. Like Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, and Joseph, we need your guiding hand 
 and your bountiful mercy. Help us to place our trust in you, through Jesus Christ 
 our Lord. 
C Amen.  
 

Week Four: December 22nd 
L God of the unexpected, you make streams in the desert and cause the 
 speechless to sing for joy. Open our eyes to the wonders of your unfailing love, 
 shown to us in the coming Savior, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 
L The peace of God accompany your waiting, 
 the light of ☩ Christ warm your hearts, 
 and the joy of the Spirit fill you with hope. 
C Amen. 
 
L Go in peace to prepare the way. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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