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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 Messiah offers hearing assistance devices for worship. If you would like a device, 

please speak with an usher.  
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday — November 28, 2021 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great 
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts 
appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring 
up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the 
saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” 
With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second 
coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper.  

9:30 am 

Prelude Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying 

  setting by: JS Bach 
John Renfroe, Organ  

9:25 am 

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 
Music: WACHET AUF, RUFT UNS DIE STIMME 
Contributors: J.S. Bach 
Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #123016. 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who alone does wonders, 
 who lifts up the lowly, 
 who fills the hungry with good things. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, 
 we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children 
 and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One, 
 and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 
P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
 You are children of the Most High, 
 inheritors of the eternal promise, 
 and recipients of divine mercy. 
 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249 
PUER NOBIS 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Litany for Lighting the Advent Wreath 

P At every beginning there is a yearning 
 for the one who is coming. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Wake us up to your arrival. 
 
P We gather together to expect the unexpected 
 and imagine the unimaginable. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Wake us up to your arrival. 
 
P We wait for the day 
 when God will recycle tanks into tractors 
 and transform minefields into soccer fields. 
 Emmanuel, 
C Wake us up to your arrival. 
 
P We stay awake by telling stories 
 that offer a glimmer of a future 
 and agitate dormant hope within us. 
 O Emmanuel, 
C Wake us up to your arrival. 
 
P Jesus, we welcome your presence now 
 with the lighting of this candle, 
 whose flame brings light to darkest winter 
 and fills this place with the glow of hope. 
C Amen. 
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Advent Hymn Watch for Messiah ELW 240 
TIF IN VELDELE 

Reprint permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song# 85955. 

Procession of the Creche Figures  

During the singing of the Advent Hymn the ushers carry the creche figures forward 
and place them in the stable scene 

Prayer of the Day  

P Let us pray 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  
 By your merciful protection  
 save us from the threatening dangers of our sins,   
 and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation,  
 for you live and reign with the Father  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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We Hear God’s Word 

A Reading from the Book of The Prophet Jeremiah. 
 

14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.”  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

First Reading Jer. 33:14-16 

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s 
future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation 
for Israel.  

Responsorial Psalm To You, O Lord  Mark Haas 
    Psalm 16 

Cantor:  
  

 Vs1: Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths, guide me in your 
 truth and teach me, for you are God my savior. ꭆ 
 

 Vs2: Good and upright is the Lord; thus he shows sinners the way. He guides the 
 humble to justice, and teaches the humble his way. ꭆ  
 

 Vs3: All the paths of the Lord are kindness, toward those who keep his covenant. 
 The friendship of the Lord is with those who fear him, and his covenant for their 
 instruction. ꭆ 

Text: Psalm 16, para. Mark Haas 
Music: Mark Haas. 
Music: © 2022, Mark Haas Music, www.markhaasmusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   
Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #Manual Submit Requested (published by member publisher).  
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A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians.  
 

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face 
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.              Please rise as you are able. 

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. 
In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this 
growing church.  

Gospel Acclamation                                                ELW S102 

Stand up and | |   draw—ing near. 

Gospel Acclamation—Page 11 
Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

your redemption is 

Second Reading 1Thess. 3:9-13 

   raise your heads-- 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 21st Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.                                                                                       

Please be seated. 

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day 
there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand 
boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 
 
 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading Luke 21:25-36 
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Hymn of the Day Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending ELW 435 
 HELMSLEY 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
A  As we watch and wait for Christ’s coming, we confess our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
 yearn for God’s presence. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Hear us, O God. 
C Your Mercy is Great. 
 

P  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive 
 these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.    
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offertory  ELW 182 

Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303 (From ELW Service Music) 

Offering Received  

Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
  setting by: Jeremy Bankson 

Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 
Beth Larsen, flute 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 
Music: OSOSŎ, Geonyong Lee 
Text and Music: ©Geonyong Lee, tr. ©1990, Marion Pope. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Arr: Jeremy J. Bankson, b. 1975 ©2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#98506 and #45644. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 God of our waiting and watching, 
 we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
 to the service of all your people. 
 Prepare the way before us 
 as we meet you in this simple meal, 
 through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
 through whom you will also make all things new 
 in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Advent adapt.) 

Sanctus                                      ELW S108 

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
 our Salvation and our Hope, 
 we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
 

 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
 you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 

 At this end of the ages 
 your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
 and to heal all the suffering world.  

Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
    our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
    and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 And so, remembering,  
 his life, death, and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again 
 in righteousness and peace. 
 

 Send your Spirit on us 
 and on this bread and wine we share: 
 strengthen our faith, 
 increase our hope, 
 and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
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Invitation to Communion  

P Come to Christ’s banquet. 
 Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, let us offer our prayer to the 
 Father: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                                                                 ELW S112 

Reception of Communion  

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 

As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of 
Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should 

you desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach 
the minister of the cup where you will dip, or instinct, the host in 

the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged 

Communion Kit,  you will have picked up the kit when you entered 
church today. Please remain in your places.  
You may now partake of Holy Communion  
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Communion Hymn You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484 
Gift of Finest Wheat 

 
 

 BICENTENNIAL 

Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #85925 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle  ELW S113 

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 



21 

 

Prayer after Communion  

D Let us pray.  
 Most High God, 
 you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
C Amen. 

Blessing of Quilts  

D Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we 
 gather to bless these quilts to the praise and glory of God. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
 We give thanks for the variety of gifts that compose these Quilts:  
 donations of fabric, thread and sewing machines,  
 the faithful people who prepare the squares,  
 We give you thanks, O God, 
 as we set apart these quilts to your glory and praise. 
 We give you thanks for the fellowship of all who worked together 
 to make these quilts 
 We send them out as signs of God’s love and blessing  
 for each person who receives one,  
 trusting that their Quilt will be a source of comfort and hope  
 in the midst of disaster and fear,  
 a symbol of Christ’s love to those who suffer,  
 a reminder that each recipient is a beloved child of God.  
 Grant us faith to know your gracious purpose in all things, 
 give us joy in them, and lead us to the building up of your kingdom; 
 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing  

P The God of hope 
 fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope  
 ☩ by the power of the Holy Spirit , 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715 
 CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #80229. 
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Dismissal  

D Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  O Day of Peace 

 Setting By: Mark Sedio 
   John Renfroe, organ 

O Day of Peace 
Music: JERUSALEM, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918 
From: Augsburg Organ Library: Advent Series II 
Contributors: Mark Sedio 
© 2009 Augsburg Fortress. 
Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #AF20211386. 


