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Reformation Sunday 
Sunday — October 31, 2021 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.  

9:30 am 
 
 
 

Prelude Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word 
Erhalt, uns, Herr 

  setting by: Karl Osterland 
John Renfroe, organ  

9:25 am 

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

Music: ERHALT UNS HERR, organ 
Contributors: Karl Osterland 
©2016 Augsburg Fortress  
From: Wittenberg Collections: Lutheran Chorales 
Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #AF2020664. 
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We Gather in Joy 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 the fountain of living water, 
 the rock who gave us birth, 
 our light and our salvation. 
C Amen. 
 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
 we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
 Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 
P We give you thanks, O God, 
 for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
 and by your Word you created the world, 
 calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

 Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
 Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
 At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
 making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
 and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 Shower us with your Spirit, 
 and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 

 To you be given honor and praise 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen. 



5 

 

Gathering Hymn Christ is Made the Sure Foundation LBW 367 
EDEN CHURCH 

Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent. tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
Music: EDEN CHURCH, Dale Wood, 1934-2003 
Music: © Dale Wood, 1934-2003, admin. CPP/Belwin Music 
Reprint permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #92117. 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise                                                                      ELW 99 
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P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, gracious Lord,  
 we thank you that your Holy Spirit  
 renews the church in every age.  
 Pour out your Holy Spirit  
 on your faithful people.  
 Keep them steadfast in your word,  
 protect and comfort them in times of trial,  
 defend them against all enemies of the gospel,  
 and bestow on the church your saving peace,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

You may be seated. 

Mark Mummert, b. 1965 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

Prayer of the Day  
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We Hear God’s Word 

A Reading from the Book of The Prophet Jeremiah. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

First Reading                                              (Jer. 31:31-34) 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy 
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not 
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.  
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Text: para. John A. Behnke, Psalm 46 
Music: John A. Behnke, b. 1953 
Text and Music: © 2005 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis MO. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.   
Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #86933. 

Responsorial Psalm God is Our Refuge and Strength  Behnke 
    Psalm 46 
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A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.  
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable 
to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 
law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law.  
 
L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.              Please rise as you are able. 

Second Reading                                               (Rom. 3:19-28) 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that 
liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.  
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Gospel Acclamation                                                ELW S102 

If you continue in my 
word, you are truly 

| |   my  di  -  sciples and you will know 
the truth, and the 

truth will 

  set    you   free. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 8th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.                                                                                       

Please be seated. 

Gospel Reading               (John 8:31-36) 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that 
sets people free from sin.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

 
 
 

 

Please rise as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504 
 EIN FESTE BURG 

Reprint permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #57291. 

Congregation 
Congregation 
CHOIR ONLY 

Congregation 
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Welcoming New Members to the Congregation 
 
P Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism and for these 
 persons, one with us in the body of Christ, who affirm their baptism this day 
 and by that will unite with us as full, seasonal or associate members of 
 Messiah Lutheran Church. 
 

Presentation of New Members 
 

RC I/We present the following new members who desire to affirm their Baptism. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Robert And Patricia Bartholomew 

 

Jeff and Valerie Eberle 

 

Roger Lundholm 

 

Dave and Brenda Zelt 

 
 
 
 

P Let us pray.  
 Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers whom you have 
 made your own by water and the word in baptism. You have called them to 
 yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in 
 the community of faith. Uphold your servants as they affirm the gifts and 
 promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to 
 new birth through this holy sacrament.  We ask this in the name of Christ. 
C Amen. 
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Profession of Faith 
 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
       Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
P   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
C  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Address and Questions 
 

P In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the 
 mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the 
 word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God 
 in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of 
 Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
 among God’s people in this place? 
  
 The new members respond. 

 
NM I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
 The minister addresses the assembly. 

 
P People of God, 
 do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in 
 Christ? 
 
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Welcome 
 
 Those being welcomed face the assembly.  

 
D Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 
 
C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
 Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
 and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
 The congregation welcomes the new members with a round of applause. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

D Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in 
 prayer for all of God’s creation..  
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

P  Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands 
 through Jesus Christ, our truth and life,   
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offertory  ELW 182 

Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303 (From ELW Service Music) 

Offering Received  

Ein Feste Burg 
  setting by: Evan Copley 

John Renfroe, organ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Stand, as you are able. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 God of mercy and grace,  
 the eyes of all wait upon you,  
 and you open your hand in blessing.  
 Fill us with good things at your table,  
 that we may come to the help of all in need,  
 through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles 
 to preach the gospel and teach all nations, 
 and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age. 
 And so, with the glorious company of the apostles, 
 with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Reformation)

Sanctus                                      ELW S108 

P We praise you, all-holy God, 
 our maker, our lover, our keeper, 
 our Covenant Lord, our Redeemer, the Strength of Truth, 
 

 for the universe beyond our knowing, 
 for seas and forests and fields, 
 for the waters of Wittenberg and for flowers in this place, 
 

 for creatures seen and unseen, 
 for animals both wild and tame, 
 for our ancestors and godparents from around the globe, 
 

Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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 and for the places we humans call home, 
 for cities and churches and schools, 
 for seminaries and missions and fellowship halls. 
 

 We praise you for your covenant people, 
 for Moses and Miriam and Aaron, 
 for Jeremiah and the psalmists, 
 and for centuries of faithful Christians, 
 

 for Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul, 
 for Luther, Melanchthon, Muhlenberg, 
 for Katie Luther and Cranach, 
 Kierkegaard and Bonhoeffer, 
 and for all servants of the Reformation. 
 

 We praise you, O God, for Jesus Christ, 
 who saves us from sin and from evil, 
 embodying forgiveness, granting us grace, setting us free, 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 And so we remember your Word, 
 his life, his death, and his glorious resurrection, 
 his presence in this meal around the world, 
 

 We pray, O God, for your Spirit, 
 your breath, your fire, your wisdom, 
 your law, your grace, your freedom. 
 

 Bless this meal and all those who share it; 
 inspire your people for service; 
 continue the reformation of your churches; 
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Invitation to Communion  

P All who hunger and thirst, come. 
 The table is now ready. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, let us offer our prayer to the 
 Father: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

 and renew the world with your mercy, 
 with your healing, your justice, and your peace, 
 with the joy of life in your household. 
 

 We praise you, all-holy God, 
 the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, 
 mighty Fortress, victorious Champion, powerful Shield, 
 today, tomorrow, and forever.   
C Amen 
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Agnus Dei                                                                 ELW S112 

Reception of Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 

As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of Christ, the 
communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you desire to 

receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of 
the cup where you will dip, or instinct, the host in the wine and then 

partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged 

Communion Kit,  you will have picked up the kit when you entered 
church today. Please remain in your places.  
You may now partake of Holy Communion  

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Communion Hymn Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word ELW 517 
 ERHALT UNS HERR 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle  ELW S113 

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Prayer after Communion  

D Let us pray.  
 We give you thanks, almighty God,  
 that you have refreshed us  
 through the healing power of this gift of life.  
 In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,  
 in faith toward you  
 and in fervent love toward one another;   
 for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing  

P The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
 in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654 
 AURELIA 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Dismissal  

D Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you! 
C Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  Fantasia 
BWV 542 

 Setting By: J. S. Bach 
   John Renfroe, organ 
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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a 
 blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time 

visitor, to identify yourself during the announcements when we 
recognize first time visitors.  

 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide 
activity bags of quiet toys for children to use.   

 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a 
new church home. 

 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please 
speak to one of the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have 
printed materials we can offer you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including 

copies of the Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in 
Our Home, a daily devotional booklet; and our church newsletter.  
Other resources are available on the tables in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Disciples Engaged in Mission 

2691 NE Pine Island Rd 
Cape Coral FL 33909 

239.995.0133 
www.messiahnfm.com 

 
 

Messiah Staff 
Rev. Richard J. Leseganich 
Word & Sacrament Roster 
Pastor 
 

Deacon John Renfroe 
Word & Service Roster 
Director of Music 
 

Deacon Scott Van Baaren 
Synod Parish Deacon 
Parish Administrator 
 

Judy King 
Director of Handbell Choir 
 

Messiah Council 
 

Pat Yost 
President 
 

Dennis Allen 
Vice President 
 

Pearl Slusher 
Secretary 
 

Cheryl Crabtree 
Treasurer 
 

Charlene Frantz 
Council Member 
 

Melissa Kennedy 
Council Member 
 

Arlene McCarthy 
Council Member 
 

Phyllis Roberts 
Council Member 
 

Jane Schroeder 
Council Member 
 

Kid’s Connection  
Carmen Orozco 
Director 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 
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Not Ashamed 

In many congregations, Reformation Sunday is treated as a sort of 

“Lutheran heritage” day, a time for singing chorales and remembering the 

theological reforms of the sixteenth century that gave birth to 

Lutheranism. In other parishes, a greater focus is placed on the church’s 

need for continual reform; the church’s history is secondary to an 

emphasis on the issues and needs of the church today. Both approaches 

have much to commend them. 

But the true center of this day is found in the appointed readings. In 

Jeremiah we are reminded of a new covenant and the promise that God 

will forgive, the promise written on our hearts. In Romans Paul brings the 

full force of the law to bear on our lives: “since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). With this reality, how can we 

have any hope apart from divine grace? Finally, in the gospel reading from 

John we are reminded that our freedom comes from Christ alone. We are 

neither bound to the past nor slaves to our anxieties of the present. 

Psalm 46 brings all of this together with the powerful proclamation: “God 

is our refuge and strength.” The God we know in the person of Jesus is the 

one we can turn to in times of crisis, the one we call upon in times of fear, 

the one we trust to pour out mercy and forgiveness upon us. This Jesus is 

our solid foundation. In a world of chaos, confusion, and change there is a 

constant: the enduring and life-giving grace of God. 

On Reformation Sunday—as every Sunday—we remember that we are not 

ashamed of this good news, this gospel. 
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