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Volume 44  - Issue 41  We have found the Messiah                           John 1:41 

Sunday—October 17, 2021 Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

 
The seemingly impossible role of service is 

possible for us all because it is not just a 
command. It is a gift of God. Service is 

God’s gift because it is God who serves us. 
Other gods have been revealed so that 

women and men could serve them. This 
God, the God of the Suffering Servant, the 
God of Jesus Christ, begins from the other 
end. God is, first of all, not a king sitting on 
a pyramid of the world creating pyramids 

of domination and subjugation in the 
hierarchies of church and society. Rather, 
the humanity of God is seen in that God 
chooses to be related to human beings 

through service. Jesus helps us to see the 
humanity of God so that we too can 

become representatives of new humanity. 
This is the image of God: freedom to serve 

others. 
—Letty Russell 

 
[Letty Russell, in Women and the Word: Sermons, ed. Helen Gray Crotwell 

(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1978), 87-89.] 

All Saints Sunday 

November 7, 2021 

The Book 
Of Life 

We are offering all parishioners the 

opportunity to list the names of their friends 

and loved ones who have passed unto the 

Church Triumphant in “The Book of Life”.  This 

book will be available near the baptismal font 

throughout the month of October. “The Book 

of Life” will be given a place of honor in the 

sanctuary during the month of November, 

and all names will be remembered in a special 

way on All Saints Sunday, November 7th., 

with those who entered the Church 

Triumphant from 2020 or 2021 being read 

aloud during the Prayers of Intercession.  

ONLINE ENROLLMENT has been restored on 

our website and you can enroll names there. 
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We trust that the Holy Spirit will use this 

course to ignite, and reignite, in participants 

the irrepressible spark still generated by 

Martin Luther’s poetic and resonant 

words.  The purpose of this study is to create 

holy space for conversation with Luther’s 

Small Catechism. Together, through prayer, 

reading, watching, engaging, and reciting, 

Martin Luther’s Small Catechism will come 

alive in our midst.  All are welcome—novice 

and expert, as we recover the original 

meaning of discipleship. Come, learn with us. 
 

November 2 through December 14th 
 

Cost: $17 for course book.   
 

(Scholarships may be available) 

The Fall/Spring Session of our Book Club begins on 
Monday, October 18th at 1:00pm. This Fall we will be 
exploring the next book in the Immerse Bible Series, 
Prophets. Our session will be hybrid, meaning you will 
have the option of joining us in-person, or by way of our 
ZOOM Classroom. Register ONLINE at 
www.messiahnfm.com. For More Information and a 
Reading Schedule, visit 

www.messiahnfm.com/info_center 
16 Week Reading Plan 

Join Pastor Rich and a group of Messiah 

friends for a seven week study on Martin 

Luther’s Small Catechism.  We will gather 

virtually, via Zoom, on Tuesday’s at 10:45 

a.m., followed by Responsive Prayer on 

Facebook at 12:00 p.m., via Facebook 

Live!  Like the Small Catechism, this 

conversational-based gathering aims to 

create faith.  It is for adults who have never 

encountered the Small Catechism, and it is 

for adults who studied and memorized it as 

adolescents or youth.  It is for those who 

assume that the original document requires 

no further explication and that we should 

simply pick it up and start reading (or 

memorizing).  It is also for those who find 

scripture to be an inaccessible forest of 

words, the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer to 

be rote exercise, the sacraments to be 

obscure rituals, and Martin Luther and his 

innovations to be largely irrelevant. 
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We are looking for folks who would be willing to 
volunteer some time after worship on Sunday to 
assist with counting of the weekly collection. If 
you are interested, please see Cheryl Crabtree 
after service or phone the office during business 
hours so we can forward your contact 
information to her so she can reach out to you. 

Our quilting team is searching for new members 
who would be interested in sewing squares and/
or learning how to tie quilts. If you are 
interested, please see Judy Lindsten, or call the 
office during business hours so we can forward 
your contact information to her so she can reach 
out to you.  

 
Sunday—October 17 
Ignatius, died ca. 115 
Bishop of Antioch and Martyr 
 

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name 
"Christians" originated. Ignatius is known to us from his letters, which 
encouraged Christians to live in love, yet stand firm in true doctrine.  

 
Monday—October 18 
Luke 
Evangelist 
 

Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the 
events of Jesus' life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us 
some of the most beloved parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, 
the angels, and Simeon.  

 
Saturday—October 23 
James of Jerusalem, died ca. 62 
Martyr 
 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the 
New Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars 
are uncertain whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the 
church in Jerusalem.  

Commemorations this Week 
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A new social gathering opportunity, “Sip ‘n’ 
Munch”, is being formed. This “self-led”  group 
of parishioners will gather weekly, on 
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm, for polite 
conversation and light refreshments. For more 
information, you may email Linda Siracusa at 
lpsiracusa@yahoo.com or David Gilbert at 
gilbertd245@gmail.com.   A schedule for the 
next few weeks is provided here for your 
reference. 
 

Wednesday—October 20th 
First Round Draft Brewery 

1217 Del Prado Blvd. S. 
Cape Coral FL 33914 

 

Wednesday—October 27th 
Fin’s Seafood and Dive Bar 

3422 Del Prado Blvd S. 
Cap Coral FL 33990 

 

Wednesday—November 3rd  
Nestor’s Restaurant  

 4400 Hancock Bridge Pkwy 
 North Fort Myers FL 33909 

 

Wednesday—November 10th 
 Applebees 

15201 N Cleveland Ave 
North Fort Myers FL 33903 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to join the group. No pre-
registration is required. You can just show up 

for conversation and goodies at 1:00pm. 

Stephen Leaders   

Dennis Allen dennis.allen@messiahnfm.org 

Jaycine Lester jaycine.lester@messiahnfm.org 

Scott VanBaaren scott.vanbaaren@messiahnfm.org 

Jini Wydler jini.wydler@messiahnfm.org 

Stephen Ministers 

Karen Jasper 

Melissa Kennedy 

Arlene McCarthy 

Pat Yost 

The Chinese word for crisis is a 
combination of two characters: one for 
“danger,” and the other for “opportunity.” 
This drives home the fact that every crisis, 
though it involves impending danger, it 
also offers opportunities for personal or 
spiritual growth. Stephen Ministers are 
trained to walk with you through the 
dangers of your crisis and to help you find 
the opportunities God has in store for you. 
For more information about Stephen 
Ministry, please contact one of the 
Stephen Leaders listed below. 

Crisis: An emotionally charged time of 
instability during which a crucial 
change occurs. 
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You’re Invited: October 2021 Virtual Events 
Please join the Thrivent Member Network - 
Southeast Region this month at our upcoming 
events. We help Christians find financial 
clarity, enabling lives full of meaning and 
gratitude. All are welcome to attend our free 
virtual events.  
 
Oct 26 @ 7PM | Wine To Water Thrivent 
Action Team Filter Build 
Online event | Assemble water filters for in 
need when you apply for a Thrivent Action 
Team with promo code Water21. 
Register at https://thrivent.me/FilterBuild 
  
Oct 27 @ 12PM & 7 PM | Economic Update 
Online webinar for you to gain economic 
insights to help you inform your financial 
strategy presented by Thrivent’s Regional 
Investment Consultant, Peter McFarlane. 
Register at https://thrivent.me/EcoUpdate 
  
Interested in career as a Thrivent Financial 
Advisor? Email a friend to share the 
opportunity to join our team as a Thrivent 
Financial Advisor. 
 
 Feel free to share the events with your 
friends and family.  See what’s happening 
at thrivent.com/southeast or at 
Facebook.com/SoutheastTMN.  
Questions about Thrivent? Contact us 
at SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com 
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Do not waste time bothering 

whether you “love” your 

neighbor; act as if you did.”   
 — C.S. Lewis 

The Eternal Candle  
 

For the Month of October 2021 
Burns in Loving Memory Of: 

 

John Lester 
 

 At the Request of 
 

Jaycine Lester 

Worship  - Next Weekend 
October 24th 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Jeremiah 31:7-9 
Psalm 126 

Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Altar Flowers  

For the Week of October 17th 
Altar Flowers are 

 

Placed In Loving Memory Of: 

 Jim Brown 
 

At the Request of: 

Wife—Peggy Brown 

Celebrations This Week 
October 18th—October 24th 

October 19th 
Wesley Drexler 
Donald Wilson 

  

October 22 
Eugenia Price 

 

October 23 
Alex Bak 

Albert Dufour 
 

October 24 
Helen Fisher 
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Servants in Worship This Week 

Service Assisting Deacon  Lector Altar Guild 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Deacon Scott VanBaaren Dennis Allen Charlene Frantz 

Minister Organist Cantor 

Pastor Richard Leseganich Deacon John Renfroe Judy Young 

Service Ushers/Greeters 
Communion  

Assistants 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Melissa Kennedy—Louise Gaumer 
Charlene Frantz—Suzanne Dudak 

Volunteer Needed 
Volunteer Needed 

Attendance and Stewardship—October 10, 2021 

2020 
 Online Worship Total  

 230 230  

This Year 
Sun 9:30am Online Worship Total  

103 161 264 Usher Count 

Signed  
Attendance Register 

89   

If the devil were wise enough and would stand by in 
silence and let the Gospel be preached, he would suffer 

less harm. For when there is no battle for the Gospel it 
rusts and it finds no cause and no occasion to show its 

vigor and power. Therefore, nothing better can befall the 
Gospel than that the world should fight it with force and 

cunning.  
 
 
 

– Martin Luther 

Stewardship figures were not available at the time of printing. 
We will follow up with these numbers as soon as they are available. 
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DAY TIME EVENT 

Monday 
October 18 

Luke 

11:00am 
1:00pm 
2:00p-6:00p 
4:30pm 
7:00pm 

Council Meeting—(ZM) 
Immerse Book Club: Prophets—(FH/ZM) 
Kids Connection After Care—(FH) 
Bootstrap Ministry Take-Out Meal (FC) 
Compassionate Friends Network (FC) 

Tuesday 
October 19 

   

  
  
7:00pm 

  
  
Boy Scouts (FC) 

Wednesday  
October 20 

   

1:00pm 
 
 

  
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

Sip ‘N’ Munch—First Round Draft Brewery 
                                  1217 Del Prado Blvd., S., Cape Coral FL 33990 
 

  
Chancel Choir Rehearsal—(FH) 
“Walk With Purpose” - Men’s AA Group (FC) 

Thursday 
October 21 

  

9:30am 
1pm-5pm 
5:00pm 
7:00pm 

Assemble Bulletins (WR/CR) 
Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied—(S) 
Handbell Choir Rehearsal (S) 
Cub Scouts (FC) 

Friday 
October 22 

    

  
1pm-4pm 

  
Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 

Saturday 
October 23 

James of Jerusalem  

  
 
7:00pm 

  
 
“Living Sober Group” - AA Meeting (FC) 

Sunday 
October 24 
22nd Sunday 

After Pentecost 

8:45am 
9:25am 
9:30am 
  

SonRise Singers Summer Choir (s) 
Welcome and Announcements (S) 
In-Person Worship  (S)  
  

(S) Sanctuary   (FH) Fellowship Hall    (FC) Family Center  (GR) Green Meeting Room 
(BL) Bell Choir Room    (OS) Off-Site    (MLCW) MLCW Room in Family Center    (MG) Memorial Garden 

(CR) Conference Room    (CH) Choir Room    (PO) Pastor’s Office    (WR) Workroom   (ZM) Zoom 


