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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 Messiah offers hearing assistance devices for worship. If you would like a device, 

please speak with an usher.  
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday — October 10, 2021 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good 
man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him 
and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell 
all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we 
will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to 
find life by divesting for the sake of the other.  

9:30 am 

Prelude Amazing Grace 

  setting by: Patricia Sanders Cota 
Messiah Lutheran Church Handbell Choir 

9:25 am 

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

Music: NEW BRITAIN 
Contributors: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 
©1996, Agape, a div. of Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream IL, 60188 
Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #105959 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 whose teaching is life, 
 whose presence is sure, 
 and whose love is endless. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P God our comforter: 
C like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
 We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
 We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
 We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
 Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
 Listen when we call out to you for help. 
 Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 Amen. 
 
P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

 By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus,  
 God makes you righteous. 
 Receive with glad hearts  
 the forgiveness of all your sins. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn We Are Called ELW 720 
WE ARE CALLED 

Reprint permission: One License #A710459, Song #00174. 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise                                                                 ELW 99 
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Mark Mummert, b. 1965 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God,  
 increase in us your gift of faith,  
 that, forsaking what lies behind  
 and reaching out to what lies ahead,  
 we may follow the way of your commandments  
 and receive the crown of everlasting joy,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C Amen. 
 
 

 
You may be seated. 

Prayer of the Day  
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We Hear God’s Word 

A Reading from the Book of The Prophet Amos. 
 

6Seek the Lord and live, 
  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 
  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
  and bring righteousness to the ground! 
 

 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
 11Therefore because you trample on the poor 
  and take from them levies of grain, 
 you have built houses of hewn stone, 
  but you shall not live in them; 
 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
  but you shall not drink their wine. 
 12For I know how many are your 
transgressions, 
  and how great are your sins— 
 you who afflict the righteous, who take 
 a bribe, 
  and push aside the needy in the gate. 

First Reading                                          (Am. 5:6-7.10-15) 

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity in 
the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners 
that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s 
wrath.  
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 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
  for it is an evil time. 
 

 14Seek good and not evil, 
  that you may live; 
 and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
  just as you have said. 
 15Hate evil and love good, 
  and establish justice in the gate; 
 it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 
  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Cantor:  
  

 Vs1: You turn us back to dust, saying “Turn back, you mortals.” For a thousand 
 years in your sight are as yesterday, now that it is past, or as a watch of the night. ꭆ 
 

 Vs2: You make an end of them in their sleep; the next morning they are like the 
 changing grass, which at dawn springs up anew, but by evening wilts and fades. ꭆ 
 

 Vs3: Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
 Return, O Lord! How long? Have pity on your servants! ꭆ 
 

 Vs4: Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that we may shout for joy and gladness 
 all our days. And may the gracious care of the Lord, our God, be ours; prosper the 
 work of our hands for us! Prosper the work of our hands!. ꭆ 

Text: para. Bill Svarda, ref. Ps. 90:1; vss.  Ps. 90:3-4,5-6,12-13,14,17 
Music: Bill Svarda 
Music: © 2003, Intermational Liturgy Publications, ASCAP, P.O.Box 50476, Nashville TN, 37205.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.   
Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #67254. 

Responsorial Psalm In Every Age, O Lord  Svarda 
    Psalm 90 
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A Reading from The Letter to the Hebrews.  
 

12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all 
are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
 

  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in 
every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach 
the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

Second Reading                                                (Heb. 4:12-16) 

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely accountable. 
Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced 
them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ.  
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 9th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and 
mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and 
give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 
me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions. 

Gospel Reading               (Mark 10:17-31) 

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with 
a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable.  

Gospel Acclamation                                                ELW S102 

Blessed are the | |   poor  in  spirit for theirs is the king -   dom  of  heaven. 

Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

 
 
 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at 
these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and 
said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For 
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 
  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the 
good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers 
and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.                                                                                       

Please be seated. 
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Hymn of the Day Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment ACS 1036 
 RESTORATION 

Reprint permission: One License #A710459, Song # MB2017 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
A  Sustained and nurtured by our generous God,  we confess our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, 
 and all  in need.  
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P  Receive these prayers, O God, and in those in our hearts known only to you; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord,   
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offertory  ELW 182 

Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303 (From ELW Service Music) 

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965 
Music: Darlene Zschech 
Text and music: ©1993, Wondrous Worship. admin. Music Services, Inc., 750 Old Hickory Blvd., Ste. 2-202, Brentwood TN, 37027. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Podcast Permission: CCLI#20011506, Song #1406918. 

Offering Received  
 

Shout to the Lord 
  setting by: Darlene Zschech 

SonRise Singers 
 
 
 

 

Please Stand, as you are able. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 God of abundance, 
 you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
 and manna to rain from the heavens. 
 Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
 Unite them with the offering of our lives 
 to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles 
 to preach the gospel and teach all nations, 
 and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age. 
 And so, with the glorious company of the apostles, 
 with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus                                      ELW S108 

Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Autumn)

P Holy God, 
 our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
 you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 
 

 You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
 and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 
 You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
 and to become food for the world. 
  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his life given for us 
 and his rising from the grave, 
 we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
 

 By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
 strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
 and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C Amen 
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Invitation to Communion  

P All who hunger and thirst, come. 
 The table is now ready. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, let us offer our prayer to the 
 Father: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                                                                 ELW S112 

Reception of Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. 

As you approach the minister, you will receive the Body of Christ, the 
communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you desire to 

receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of 
the cup where you will dip, or instinct, the host in the wine and then 

partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged 

Communion Kit,  you will have picked up the kit when you entered 
church today. Please remain in your places.  
You may now partake of Holy Communion  

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Communion Hymn Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685 
 PATMOS 

Reprint Permission:  The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle  ELW S113 

Robert Buckley Farley, b. 1950 
©2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303   
From: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion Setting One 
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Prayer after Communion  

D Let us pray.  
 Lord of life, 
 in the gift of your body and blood 
 you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
 Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
 bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing  

P People of God, 
 you are Christ’s body, 
 bringing new life to a suffering world. 
 The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn God of Grace, and God of Glory ELW 705 
 CWM RHONDDA 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Dismissal  

D Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you! 
C Thanks be to God.  

Postlude Title Here 

 Setting By: Arranger here 
Jane Schroeder 

Toccata 
Contributors: Johann Pachelbel 
Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #118664. 
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Fat Camels and Narrow Needles: Only Possible for God 

A rich man approaches Jesus and asks how to inherit eternal life. Jesus 

tells him to sell what he owns, give the money to the poor, and follow. 

Jesus will accept nothing less than our very selves. Like the rich man, we 

too are left defenseless and grieving by Jesus’ radical call to leave behind 

and give away what we count on for our own security. He wants us, and 

therefore also wants the things that keep us from him; he gazes upon us in 

love, even as he calls us to leave behind our false sources of security. How 

hard it is for us camels to pass through the eye of the needle! We too 

grieve at the impossibility. It is in fact impossible for us, yet more than 

possible for God to make it so. For we have a “great high priest who has 

passed through the heavens, the Son of God,” who is both able to 

sympathize with our great weakness but also to provide mercy and help. 

While eternal life on the other side of the needle is a free gift that only 

God can give, it is a gift that claims the entirety of our lives and therefore 

reshapes our stewardship of whatever earthly goods we do have. For first 

and foremost we are called to follow the Christ who gazes upon us in love. 

Since we are his, following him we will enter through the eye of the 

needle, leaving behind what cannot fit through with us. In doing so we are 

promised that we will gain everything: a hundredfold more in this life in a 

new community under the Cross, “and in the age to come eternal 

life” (Mark 10:30). 
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