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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 

Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 
Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Prelude The Solid Rock 
arranged by: Bill Ingram 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church Handbell Choir 

THE SOLID ROCK 
from: Twelve Bells in F 
Contributors: William R. Bradbury, 1816-1868; arr. Bill Ingram (ASCAP) 
Music: ©2006, Ring Out! Press, P.O. Box 1728, Irmo, SC 29063-1728. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: CCS WORSHIPcast #13954 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 22, 2022 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about 
what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that 
surpasses human understanding and power beyond human imagination.  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

We Gather in Joy 
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Commissioning of an Assisting Minister 

P Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 
 with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in God’s mission for the life of the 
 world. We are called to that mission in our daily lives and in the ministries we 
 share as the church of God.  
 

 Today it is our privilege to recognize and support those who are engaged in the 
 work of this congregation, especially those in the ministry of Assisting Minister.  
 
P Name, both your work and your rest are in God. 
 Will you endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 in gratitude to God and in service to others, 
 as you carry out the ministry of Assisting Minister in this congregation? 
 

A I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
P People of God, I ask you: 
 Will you support your sister/brother in their service, 
 and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are 
 baptized? 
 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 God of grace, you gather us into one and nourish us with word and sacrament, 
 and we give you thanks in worship and with our lives. 
 Bless those who serve as Assisting Ministers, 
 that your word may be proclaimed with clarity, 
 that your banquet may be served with joy and reverence, 
 that your house may reflect your glory, 
 and that all who are gathered may know your welcome; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 the fountain of living water, 
 the rock who gave us birth, 
 our light and our salvation. 
C Amen. 
 

P In the waters of baptism, 
 we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
 and we are a new creation. 
 For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
 who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

 We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
 flowing freely from your throne: 
 through the earth, through the city, 
 through every living thing. 
 

 You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
 You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
 Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
 and our sin is drowned forever. 
 You open the gate of righteousness 
 and we pass safely through. 
 

 In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
 You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
 You call us forth and send us out. 
 In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
 You have become our salvation. 
 

 Now breathe upon this water 
 and awaken your church once more. 
 Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
 Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 

 To you, our Beginning and our End, 
 our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
 now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 631 
 HYFRYDOL    

Reprint/Podcast Permissions: The Public Domain.  
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Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise This is the Feast of Victory ELW S140 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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P Let us pray. 
 Bountiful God,  
 you gather your people into your realm,  
 and you promise us food from your tree of life.  
 Nourish us with your word,  
 that empowered by your Spirit  
 we may love one another  
 and the world you have made,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
 

9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us 
to proclaim the good news to them. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Acts 16:9-15 

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in 
the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion 
and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.  

Prayer of the Day  

Anthem Open the Gates of the Temple 
Frances Crosby and Phoebe Palmer Knapp 

 

Judy Young, Bob Reider duet 

Open the Gates of the Temple 
Text: Frances “Fanny” Crosby, 1844-1915 
Music: Phoebe Palmer Knapp, 1839-1908 
Text: ©1949,1953; Lorenz Publishing Company 
Music: ©1967; Lorenz Publishing Company, a div. of The Lorenz Corporation. admin. by Music Services. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#62498,1014014,194557,1005497,1032645. 
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Responsorial Psalm O God, Let All the Nations Praise You Mark Haas 
 Psalm 67 

Text: Psalm 145 
Music: Mark Haas 
©2017, 2022, A Joyful Psalm, www.markhaasmusic.com  
Reprint/Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #5e5e69f510794. 

Cantor:  
  

 Vs1: May God have pity on us and bless us; may he let his face shine upon us. So may your 
 way be known on the earth; among all nations, your salvation. ꭆ 
 

 Vs2: May the nations be glad and exult, because you rule the peoples in equity; may the 
 nations be glad and exult, the nations on earth you guide. ꭆ  
 

 Vs3: May the people praise you, O God; may all the people praise you! May God bless us, 
and may the ends of the earth fear him!. ꭆ 
 

 11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day 
to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the 
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a 
place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 
there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was 
from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to 
listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, 
she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay 
at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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A Reading from The Book of Revelation 
 

10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is 
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or 
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. 
On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing 
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, 
for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.     Please rise as you are able. 

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in 
this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and 
moon.  

Second Reading Revelation 21:10,22—22:5 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 14th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear 
is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you 
of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 
be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater 
than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe.”  
D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                        

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who 
will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom 
God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading John 14:23-29 

Gospel Acclamation                                                     ELW S142a 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Hymn of the Day Come Down, O Love Divine ELW 804 
                                                                    DOWN AMPNEY   

Reprint/Podcast Permission: In the USA item is in The Public Domain.  
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Nicene Creed 
 

A Through Baptism, we have been made children of God. Living together in trust 
 and hope, let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 

C  We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Contributors: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997; Paul Benoit, 1893-1979 
Based on: UBI CARITAS, Latin hymn, 9th. cent. 
Text and Music: ©1960, World Library Publications, a div. of J.S. Paluch Company, Franklin Park, IL. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#40313. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

Offering Received              Where Charity and Love Prevail 
Paul Benoit and Omer Westendorf 

 

SonRise Singers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Stand, as you are able. 

The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

We Share in the Meal 

D Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 
 church, people in need, and all of creation. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P  In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 
 Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C Amen. 
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Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW 182 

     

From: Service Music Section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Offering Prayer  

A Let us pray.  
 Living God, 
 you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
 in your peaceable reign, 
 and you welcome us all at your table. 
 Reach out to us through this meal, 
 and show us your wounded and risen body, 
 that we may be nourished and believe 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
 who in dying has destroyed death, 
 and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  
 and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
 and with angels and the whole company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord ELW S144b 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (S&S Easter) 

P Holy, living, and loving God, 
 we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

 We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 
 for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
 and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

 We give you thanks for Jesus 
 who, living among us, 
 healed the sick, 
 fed the hungry, 
 and with a love stronger than death, 
 gave his life for others. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
    our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
    and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
 we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 

 Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
 carry us in your arms from death to life, 
 that we may live as your chosen ones, 
 clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
 

C Amen 
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P Let us again offer our praise to God, praying in the words that Jesus gave us:  

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name,  
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
    and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory, forever and ever.   
 Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  

P The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
 All who are hungry all who are thirsty, come!   
 Eat, drink, and be filled. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. As you approach the minister, you will 
receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you desire to 
receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of the cup where you will dip, or 
instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have 
picked up the kit when you entered church today.  Please remain in your places. You may now 
partake of Holy Communion  

Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW S146 
                                                                                                                                            

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint /Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Communion Hymn When Peace Like a River ELW 785 
 VILLE DU HAVRE It Is Well With My Soul   

Reprint /Podcast Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303  

Canticle Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise   ELW 204 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

A Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, generous God, 
 for in this bread and cup 
 we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
 where hunger and thirst are no more. 
 Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
 that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P God, the Author of life, 
 Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
 and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 
 ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Glories of Your Name Are Spoken LBW 368 
 AUSTRIA   

Reprint//Podcast Permissions: The Public Domain. 
 



26 

 

Dismissal 
 

D Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Postlude                    Toccata and Fugue in F Major 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
John Renfroe, organ 

Toccata and Fugue in F Major (BWV 540) 
Contributors: Johann Sebastian Bach 
Podcast Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Our Home-making God 

Into the midst of our anxiety and alarm we are offered a vision of a 

glorious future filled with promise—the promise that God will make a 

home with us. This is a promise of an ultimate future home—a New 

Jerusalem!—but also a promise of God’s daily home-making presence in 

the hearts of all who believe. Paul has a vision of a cry for help from 

Macedonia, and his beloved church at Philippi is founded in the home and 

household of Lydia. In Revelation, John, turning from the lake of fire, is 

carried up in a vision and sees the New Jerusalem coming down, centered 

on the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. But no longer is there 

separation from God, weeping, or mourning, but now a restored creation 

where God and God’s people are at home together. Jesus promises that 

though he is going away, he will come to his disciples in the power of an 

advocate, the Holy Spirit, and that both he and the Father will make their 

home in all who believe. The gathering of the faithful assembly to receive 

Christ’s word and sacrament is a foretaste of that New Jerusalem, where 

God will finally and ultimately be at home with us, even as the Holy Trinity 

makes a home now in the hearts of all who believe. Into the anxieties and 

uncertainties of our everyday life we are offered both a vision of a glorious 

future when God will be at home with us and we will be at home with God, 

and a living foretaste of that same future: “We will come to them and 

make our home with them. . . . Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you” (John 14:23b, 27a). 
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