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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 

Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 
Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Prelude Beloved, God’s Chosen 
setting by: Edwin Childs 

 

John Renfroe, organ  

ANDREW’S SONG—organ 
From: Wedding Settings for Organ 
Contributors: Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962; arr. Edwin T. Childs, b. 1945 
Music:  Tune, ©1997; Setting, ©2016; Augsburg Fortress 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #AF20210252. 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 15, 2022 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen 
Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new 
people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of 
love.  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

We Gather in Joy 
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Commissioning of an Assisting Minister 

P Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 
 with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in God’s mission for the life of the 
 world. We are called to that mission in our daily lives and in the ministries we 
 share as the church of God.  
 

 Today it is our privilege to recognize and support those who are engaged in the 
 work of this congregation, especially those in the ministry of Assisting Minister.  
 
P Name, both your work and your rest are in God. 
 Will you endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 in gratitude to God and in service to others, 
 as you carry out the ministry of Assisting Minister in this congregation? 
 

A I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
P People of God, I ask you: 
 Will you support your sister/brother in their service, 
 and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are 
 baptized? 
 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 God of grace, you gather us into one and nourish us with word and sacrament, 
 and we give you thanks in worship and with our lives. 
 Bless those who serve as Assisting Ministers, 
 that your word may be proclaimed with clarity, 
 that your banquet may be served with joy and reverence, 
 that your house may reflect your glory, 
 and that all who are gathered may know your welcome; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 the fountain of living water, 
 the rock who gave us birth, 
 our light and our salvation. 
C Amen. 
 

P In the waters of baptism, 
 we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
 and we are a new creation. 
 For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
 who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

 We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
 flowing freely from your throne: 
 through the earth, through the city, 
 through every living thing. 
 

 You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
 You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
 Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
 and our sin is drowned forever. 
 You open the gate of righteousness 
 and we pass safely through. 
 

 In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
 You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
 You call us forth and send us out. 
 In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
 You have become our salvation. 
 

 Now breathe upon this water 
 and awaken your church once more. 
 Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
 Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 

 To you, our Beginning and our End, 
 our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
 now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 
 LAAST UNS ERFREUEN    

Reprint/Podcast Permissions: OneLicense #A710459, Song#05408. 
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Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise This is the Feast of Victory ELW S140 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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P Let us pray. 
 O Lord God,  
 you teach us that without love,  
 our actions gain nothing.  
 Pour into our hearts  
 your most excellent gift of love,  
 that, made alive by your Spirit,  
 we may know goodness and peace,  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet 
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to 
me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 
birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Acts 11:1-8 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the 
Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. 
In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.  

Prayer of the Day  
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Responsorial Psalm I Will Praise Your Name Forever Mark Haas 
 Psalm 145 

Text: Psalm 145 
Music: Mark Haas 
©2017, 2022, A Joyful Psalm, www.markhaasmusic.com  
Reprint/Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #5e5e69f89f299. 

Cantor:  
  

 Vs1: I will extol you, O my God and King, and I will bless your  name forever . Every day 
will  I bless you, and I will praise your name forever. ꭆ 
 

 Vs2: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The Lord is 
 good to all, and compassionate toward all his works. ꭆ  
 

 Vs3: The Lord is faithful in all his words, and holy in all his works. The Lord lifts up all 
 who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. ꭆ 
 

pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them 
and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 
Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us 
at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 
leads to life.”  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

       - 



11 

 

A Reading from The Book of Revelation 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.     Please rise as you are able. 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet 
we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new 
heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.  

Second Reading Revelation 21:1-6 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 13th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
 
D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                        

Please be seated. 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus 
speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on 
the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.  

Homily Deacon Scott VanBaaren 
Synod Parish Deacon 

 
 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading John 13:31-35 

Gospel Acclamation                                                     ELW S142a 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Hymn of the Day Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW 359 
                                                                    TWENTY-FOURTH   

Reprint/Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song# 40313-txt. 



14 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

A Through Baptism, we have been made children of God. Living together in trust 
 and hope, let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 

C  We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Text: Carl P. Daw, b. 1944 
Music: BRIDEGROOM, Peter Cutts, b. 1947 
Text: ©1982, Hope Publishing Company. 
Music: ©1969, Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#40840. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

Offering Received            Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song 
Carl P. Daw and Peter Cutts 

 

SonRise Singers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Stand, as you are able. 

The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

We Share in the Meal 

D Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 
 church, people in need, and all of creation. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P  In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 
 Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C Amen. 
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Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW 182 

     

From: Service Music Section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Offering Prayer  

A Let us pray.  
 Living God, 
 you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
 in your peaceable reign, 
 and you welcome us all at your table. 
 Reach out to us through this meal, 
 and show us your wounded and risen body, 
 that we may be nourished and believe 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
 who in dying has destroyed death, 
 and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  
 and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
 and with angels and the whole company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord ELW S144b 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (S&S Easter) 

P Holy, living, and loving God, 
 we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

 We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 
 for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
 and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

 We give you thanks for Jesus 
 who, living among us, 
 healed the sick, 
 fed the hungry, 
 and with a love stronger than death, 
 gave his life for others. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
    our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
    and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
 we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 

 Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
 carry us in your arms from death to life, 
 that we may live as your chosen ones, 
 clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
 

C Amen 
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P Let us again offer our praise to God, praying in the words that Jesus gave us:  

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name,  
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
    and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory, forever and ever.   
 Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  

P The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
 All who are hungry all who are thirsty, come!   
 Eat, drink, and be filled. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. As you approach the minister, you will 
receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you desire to 
receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of the cup where you will dip, or 
instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have 
picked up the kit when you entered church today.  Please remain in your places. You may now 
partake of Holy Communion  

Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW S146 
                                                                                                                                            

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint /Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Communion Hymn I Come With Joy ELW 482 
 DOVE OF PEACE   

Reprint /Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#24458. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303  

Canticle Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise   ELW 204 



24 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

A Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, generous God, 
 for in this bread and cup 
 we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
 where hunger and thirst are no more. 
 Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
 that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P God, the Author of life, 
 Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
 and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 
 ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! ELW 204 
 EARTH AND ALL STARS   

Reprint//Podcast Permissions: OneLicense #A710459, Song#51935. 
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Dismissal 
 

D Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Postlude                                    AZMON 

setting by: David Cherwien 
John Renfroe, organ 

AZMON—organ 
From: Augsburg Organ Library: Autumn 
Contributors: Carl Gottheif Gläser, 1781-1829; arr. David Cherwien, b. 1957 
Setting: ©2001, Augsburg Fortress 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#AF2020600. 
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God’s Beautifully Messy Community 

From abandonment to homecoming and from a narrow scope to a broader 

vision of God’s realm, these are the promises proclaimed. The early church 

and our faith communities are called to engage this reality. A community 

of Jewish Jesus-followers overcomes fear and expands to include the much 

larger Gentile world. In the hymnody of the psalm the whole creation and 

her people are ushered into praise and the trumpeting of a new 

community. An exiled follower of Jesus sees in the midst of his situation a 

vision of the Holy One who proclaims a new heaven and earth, stripped of 

tears and death. Finally, Jesus shares that he will no longer be physically 

present with his disciples, and points them to a new way of being a 

community of love for one another. Through the depth of the texts for this 

day, people are invited to explore the beauty and the messiness of 

community. The church, like any other human organization, is filled with 

the challenges of what it means to live together (for example, who is 

welcome? What rules do people need to follow? How do we care for one 

another?). Unlike other human institutions, however, we are called to be 

centered and re-centered in the unapologetic love for others. In our 

imperfection we are welcomed and called to invite others. We offer, in a 

spirit of humility, signs of welcome and love to others, just as God in Christ 

has been revealed to us. 
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