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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 

Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 
Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Prelude Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
arranged by: Martha Lynn Thompson 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church Handbell Choir 

LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE 
from: Begin to Ring 3 #1234 
Contributors: Martha Lynn Thompson 
Music: ©1986, Agape, a div. of Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream IL. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #209605. 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 8, 2022 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of 
Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the 
great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever.  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

We Gather in Joy 



4 

 

Commissioning of an Assisting Minister 

P Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 
 with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in God’s mission for the life of the 
 world. We are called to that mission in our daily lives and in the ministries we 
 share as the church of God.  
 

 Today it is our privilege to recognize and support those who are engaged in the 
 work of this congregation, especially those in the ministry of Assisting Minister.  
 
P Name, both your work and your rest are in God. 
 Will you endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 in gratitude to God and in service to others, 
 as you carry out the ministry of Assisting Minister in this congregation? 
 

A I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
P People of God, I ask you: 
 Will you support your sister/brother in their service, 
 and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are 
 baptized? 
 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 God of grace, you gather us into one and nourish us with word and sacrament, 
 and we give you thanks in worship and with our lives. 
 Bless those who serve as Assisting Ministers, 
 that your word may be proclaimed with clarity, 
 that your banquet may be served with joy and reverence, 
 that your house may reflect your glory, 
 and that all who are gathered may know your welcome; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 the fountain of living water, 
 the rock who gave us birth, 
 our light and our salvation. 
C Amen. 
 

P In the waters of baptism, 
 we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
 and we are a new creation. 
 For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
 who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

 We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
 flowing freely from your throne: 
 through the earth, through the city, 
 through every living thing. 
 

 You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
 You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
 Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
 and our sin is drowned forever. 
 You open the gate of righteousness 
 and we pass safely through. 
 

 In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
 You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
 You call us forth and send us out. 
 In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
 You have become our salvation. 
 

 Now breathe upon this water 
 and awaken your church once more. 
 Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
 Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 

 To you, our Beginning and our End, 
 our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
 now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn You Servants of God ELW 825 
 LYONS    

Reprint/Podcast Permissions: The Public Domain. 
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Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise This is the Feast of Victory ELW S140 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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P Let us pray. 
 O God of peace,  
 you brought again from the dead  
 our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 the great shepherd of the sheep.  
 By the blood of your eternal covenant,  
 make us complete in everything good  
 that we may do your will,  
 and work among us  
 all that is well-pleasing in your sight,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
 

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became 
ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda 
was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him 
with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with 
them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Acts 9:36-43 

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and 
her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, 
Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.  

Prayer of the Day  
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Responsorial Psalm The Lord is My Shepherd Mark Haas 
 Psalm 23 

Text: Psalm 23 
Music: Mark Haas 
© 2014, Mark Haas, www. markhaasmusic.com 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: One License #A710459, Song #5e5e69f3252a6. 

Cantor:  
  

 Vs1: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures, he gives me repose. ꭆ 
 

 Vs2: You spread the table before me, in the sight of my foes; you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. ꭆ  
 

 Vs3: Only goodness and kindness shall follow me, all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in 
 the house of the Lord, for years to come. ꭆ 
 

beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made 
while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and 
prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, 
and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the 
saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, 
and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a 
certain Simon, a tanner.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

       - 
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A Reading from The Book of Revelation 
 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried 
out in a loud voice, saying, 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, 
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then 
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.     Please rise as you are able. 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who 
vanquishes sin and suffering.  

Second Reading Revelation 7:9-17 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 10th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews 
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 
are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not 
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not 
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know 
them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one 
will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all 
else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”  
 
D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                        

Please be seated. 

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one. Those 
who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading John 10:22-30 

Gospel Acclamation                                                     ELW S142a 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Hymn of the Day Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764 
                                                                    LITTLE FLOCK   

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4. 
Music: Heinz Werner Zimmerman, 1930-2022 
Text and Music: ©1973, Concordia Publishing House 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song# 19199. 
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Nicene Creed 
 

A Through Baptism, we have been made children of God. Living together in trust 
 and hope, let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 

C  We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



15 

 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent. 
Text: ©1991, GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3158. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #90705. 

Offering Received       You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd 
Sylvia Dunstan 

 

SonRise Singers 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Stand, as you are able. 

The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

We Share in the Meal 

D Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 
 church, people in need, and all of creation. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P  In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 
 Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C Amen. 
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Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW 182 

     

From: Service Music Section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Offering Prayer  

A Let us pray.  
 Living God, 
 you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
 in your peaceable reign, 
 and you welcome us all at your table. 
 Reach out to us through this meal, 
 and show us your wounded and risen body, 
 that we may be nourished and believe 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
 who in dying has destroyed death, 
 and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  
 and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
 and with angels and the whole company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



18 

 

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord ELW S144b 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (S&S Easter) 

P Holy, living, and loving God, 
 we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

 We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 
 for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
 and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

 We give you thanks for Jesus 
 who, living among us, 
 healed the sick, 
 fed the hungry, 
 and with a love stronger than death, 
 gave his life for others. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
    our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
    and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
 we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 

 Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
 carry us in your arms from death to life, 
 that we may live as your chosen ones, 
 clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
 

C Amen 
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P Let us again offer our praise to God, praying in the words that Jesus gave us:  

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name,  
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
    and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory, forever and ever.   
 Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  

P The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
 All who are hungry all who are thirsty, come!   
 Eat, drink, and be filled. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. As you approach the minister, you will 
receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you desire to 
receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of the cup where you will dip, or 
instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have 
picked up the kit when you entered church today.  Please remain in your places. You may now 
partake of Holy Communion  

Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW S146 
                                                                                                                                            

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint /Podcast Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Communion Hymn You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484 
 BICENTENNIAL Gift of Finest Wheat 

Reprint /Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#85925. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Reprint/Podcast Permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303  

Canticle Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise   ELW 204 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

A Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, generous God, 
 for in this bread and cup 
 we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
 where hunger and thirst are no more. 
 Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
 that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P God, the Author of life, 
 Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
 and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 
 ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434 
 DUKE STREET   

Reprint//Podcast Permissions: The Public Domain. 
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Dismissal 
 

D Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Postlude                           Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 

setting by: John Leavitt 
John Renfroe, organ 

GELOBT SEI GOTT—organ 
Contributors: Melchior Vulpius,1570-1615; John Leavitt, b. 1956 
From: Augsburg Organ Library—Easter 
©2010, Augsburg Fortress 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Manual Submit of a Member Publisher. 
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The Searching Sheep 

Messages and information today are texted, tweeted, broadcast, e-mailed, 

phoned, lectured, announced, packaged, and repackaged. The means and 

avenues for communication are many. Yet when it comes to the person 

known as Jesus of Nazareth we are often left standing in the place of the 

Jewish people who gathered around Jesus at that portico (John 10:22-23). 

We long to know, Who are you, Jesus? and perhaps want to probe, What 

are you really about? Of course the qualification is for him to “tell us 

plainly” (John 10:24). As the church we have grown accustomed to the 

idea of Jesus seeking out the lost sheep and bringing them safely home—

of knowing the sheep intimately by name. Today’s texts are rich in 

reframing who is searching for whom. Who is seeking after Jesus, and to 

what does that seeking lead? Still, will we be satisfied with any answer? 

The faith of Tabitha and the miracle-working Peter, the vision of saints and 

mythical beasts, and even Jesus’ works point to one who is in and of God. 

Yet we wonder if it can’t be spelled out for us more clearly. In this season 

of proclaiming a Christ who breaks the powers of death and whose realm 

is one of glory, we open ourselves to questions of exactly who this Jesus 

is—and see answers coming to life in story, miracles, and testimony. Today 

is an opportunity for us in weakness and glory, in doubt and in faith, in 

simplicity and awe to seek and embrace the one who is already in our 

midst. 
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