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Good Friday 
A SERVICE OF DARKNESS 

 

April 15, 2022 — 7:00 pm 

Introduction  

The Service of Darkness commemorates the suffering and death of Christ, 
and is based on the ancient Tenebrae. Dating from the 8th century, 
Tenebrae was originally celebrated on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of 
Holy Week. It represented the darkness that fell over the earth as the Son 
of God was crucified. 
 
Candles symbolize Christ, who is our Light and the Light of the World. They 
are used in impressive ceremonies at Christmas time to symbolize the 
coming of the Light.  
 
Our seven musical selections this evening are based on the Seven Words 
form the Cross. With each meditation, the candles will be progressively 
extinguished. The use of candlelight in a darkened church on Good Friday 
dramatically portrays the fading light of the world as Christ was leaving it. 
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We Gather in Prayer 

Silent  Processional 
 

The choir and clergy enter in silence. 

Opening Prayer 
 
P Merciful God, 
 your Son was lifted up on the cross 
 to draw all people to himself. 
 Grant that we who have been born 
 out of his wounded side 
 may at all times find mercy in  him, 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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The Seven Last Words of Jesus from the Cross 

I.                    On Forgiveness                              Luke 23:32-34 

 
L 32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 
 him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
 there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, 
 "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast 
 lots to divide his clothing.  

Anthem 
 

O Come and Mourn with me Awhile 
Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 

 
 

O come and mourn with me awhile; O come ye to the Savior’s side; 
O come, together let us mourn: Jesus our Lord is crucified! 

Have we no tears to shed for him, while soldiers scoff and deride? 
How patiently, how patiently he hangs; Jesus our Lord is crucified. 

 
Seven times he spoke, seven words of love;  

and all three hours his silence cried for mercy on the souls of men. 
Jesus our Lord is crucified, O love of God, o sin of man! 

In this dread act your strength is tried; and victory remains with love, 
For he, our Love, is crucified! 
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II.                      On Salvation                                Luke 23:39-43 

 
L 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
 "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, 
 saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
 condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
 getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
 wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
 kingdom." 43He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."  

Hymn 
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III.                       Relationship                                John 19:26-27 

 
L 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 
 her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." 27Then he said to the 
 disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his 
 own home.  

Anthem 
 

At the Cross, Her Station Keeping 
Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 

 
 

At the cross, her station keeping, stood the mournful mother weeping, 
Where he hung, the dying Lord; For her soul of joy bereaved, 

bowed with anguish deeply grieved, felt the sharp and piercing sword. 
O how sad and sore distressed now was she,  

that mother blessed, of the sole begotten one.  
 

Deep the woe of her affliction, where she saw the crucifixion, of her glorious Son. 
Jesus, may her deep devotion stir in me the same emotion 

Fount of love, Redeemer kind, that my heart, fresh ardor gaining 
and a purer love attaining, may with Thee, acceptance fine. 
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IV.                      On Abandonment                          Mark 15:33-36 

 
L 33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
 afternoon. 34At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema 
 sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
 

 35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for 
 Elijah." 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 
 gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take 
 him down."  

Hymn 
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V.                         Distress                                   John 19:28.29 

 
L 28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill 
 the scripture), "I am thirsty." 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they 
 put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  

Anthem 
 

Jesus, In Thy Thirst and Pain 
Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 

 
 
 

Jesus, in Thy thirst and pain, while Thy wounds the life-blood drain; 
Thirsting more our love to gain. 

 
Thirst for us in mercy still, All Thy holy work fulfill, 

Satisfy Thy loving will. 
 

May we thirst, Thy love to know, Lead us in our sin and woe, 
where the healing waters flow. 
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VI.                          Triumph                                      John 19:30 

 
L 30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his 
 head and gave up his spirit.  

Hymn 
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VII.                          Reunion                                  Luke 23:44-46 

 
L 44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 
 the afternoon, 45while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was 
 torn in two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands 
 I commend my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last.  

Anthem 
 

Behold the Lamb of God 
Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 

 
 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, bowed down in bitter pain; 
To God his dying prayer ascends. 

In death, my Lord and Savior I cry with Thee. 
“My Father I commend my Spirit into Thy loving hands,” 

I die in Thee. 
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We Depart In Silence 

The choir and ministers depart with a Silent Processional. 

 

The congregation is invited to remain in their seats in quiet contemplative prayer for a 

suitable period of time, and then depart in Silence. 

 

With Prayerful Meditation in Mind we ask that all present observe silence throughout 

the remainder of their time in the church and throughout their departure. You may 

greet each other outdoors after your final departure. 

I. O Come and Mourn With Me Awhile 
F. W. Faber, 1814-1863 

 
II. Hear Us, Holy Jesus 

Thomas Benson Pollock, 1836-1896 
 

III. At the Cross, Her Station Keeping 
13th century. 

 
IV. Bound Upon the Accursed Tree 

Dean H.H. Milman, 1791-1868 
 

 
 
 

V. Jesus, In Thy Thirst and Pain 
Thomas Benson Pollock, 1836-1896 

 
VI. O Perfect Life of Love 

Henry William Baker, 1821-1877 
 

VII. Behold the Lamb of God 
Dale Wood 
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