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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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O, How I Love Jesus 
Contributors: Susan Geschke 
Music: ©2005, Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #CGB399. 

Prelude O, How I Love Jesus 
arr. Susan Geschke 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church Handbell Choir 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 27, 2022 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary 
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his 
burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul 
into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of 
trespasses and sins.  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 
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We Gather in Prayer 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P In the name of God, ☩ 
 who makes a way in the wilderness, 
 walks with us, 
 and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
C Amen. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Holy One, 
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
 we have not trusted your promises, 
 we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
 we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
 we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
 Have mercy on us! 
 Forgive us and turn us again to you. 
 Teach us to follow in your ways, 
 assure us again of your love, 
 and help us to love our neighbor. 
 Amen. 
 

P Beloved in Christ, 
 the Word draws near to you, 
 and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
 In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 
 and gathers you under wings of love. 
 In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 
 God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW 324 
 RATHBUN  

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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P Let us pray. 
 Creator God,  
 you prepare a new way in the wilderness,  
 and your grace waters our desert.  
 Open our hearts to be transformed  
 by the new thing you are doing,  
 that our lives may proclaim  
 the extravagance of your love given to all  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  

Kyrie Eleison Have Mercy on Us, Lord HFW 458 
SOUTHWELL 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song 12557. 
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A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

16Thus says the Lord, 
  who makes a way in the sea, 
  a path in the mighty waters, 
 17who brings out chariot and horse, 
  army and warrior; 
 they lie down, they cannot rise, 
  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
 18Do not remember the former things, 
  or consider the things of old. 
 19I am about to do a new thing; 
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
 I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 
 20The wild animals will honor me, 
  the jackals and the ostriches; 
 for I give water in the wilderness, 
  rivers in the desert, 
 to give drink to my chosen people, 
  21the people whom I formed for myself 
 so that they might declare my praise.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Isaiah 43:16-21 

The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian 
bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out 
of Babylon and through the wilderness in a new Exodus.  
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Responsorial Psalm God Has Done Great Things For Us Haugen 
 Psalm 126 

Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #503397. 



9 

 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. 
 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having 
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.     Please rise as you are able. 

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more reason 
than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus 
calls Paul to a new set of values.  

Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                     ELW S142b 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 12th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the 
one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to 
steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she 
might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do 
not always have me.”  
 
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ                                                          
                          Please be seated. 

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. 
Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading John 12:1-8 
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Hymn of the Day Holy God, Holy and Glorious ELW 637 
                                                                    NELSON   

Reprint/Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#04982 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
D With humble and contrite hearts, let us profess our faith : 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and 
 all who are in need.  
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

P  Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus 
 Christ, our Lord,  
C Amen. 
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Offering Received O God in Heaven 

Niles/Philippines traditional 
The SonRIse Singers  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Please Stand, as you are able. 

Text: Daniel T. Niles, 1908-1970, alt. 
Music: HALAD, Ilonggo (Philippines_ traditional, adapt. Elena G. Maquiso, 1961-2005 
Text: ©1964, Christian Conference of Asia, All rights reserved. 
Music: ©1962, Elena G. Maquiso, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song# 58619. 

We Share in the Meal 

Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 188 
     

From: Service Music Section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 God our provider,  
 you have not fed us with bread alone,  
 but with words of grace and life.  
 Bless us and these your gifts,  
 which we receive from your bounty,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
 and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
 that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
 we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord ELW S144b 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (LL2014) 

P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
  

 Holy one, great God of judgment and mercy,  
 we give thanks to you through your beloved son, Jesus Christ. 
  

 From earliest days, you turned toward your creation,  
 bringing light from darkness, firm ground from the deep, life from the dust. 
 

 Adam and Eve turned from the garden to toil and struggle.  
 Abraham and Sarah turned from a life of wandering t 
 o the land that you showed them.  
 Your people Israel turned from captivity to cry unto you,  
 and you delivered them from captivity.  
 And in the wilderness Jesus turned away from the tempter  
 and toward his proclamation of the heavenly kingdom. 
 

 You ordained for everything a season,  
 a time to break down, and a time to build up,  
 a time to keep, and a time to put aside.  
 Let this now be a time of healing, a time of justice,  
 a time of reconciliation and peace. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, Christ’s turn toward the world,  
 his journey to the cross, and his resurrection from the dead,  
 we turn toward you in the gifts of bread and wine,  
 signs of your mercy and balm for our souls. 
C Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 
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P Let us make our prayers and praise complete by praying together the prayer 
 that Jesus gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  

P Here is food and drink for the journey. 
 Take, eat, and be filled. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  
 that these gifts may be healing and redemption  
 for us and for your world,  
 the turning toward a new day of righteousness. 
C Amen. Come Holy Spirit. 
 
P And now, may all creation turn toward you,  
 seeking your mercy and trusting in your word,  
 that we may share in your glory with all the saints in light. 
 

 Through him, with him, in him, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 



19 

 

Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. As you approach the minister, you will 
receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you desire to 
receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of the cup where you will dip, or 
instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have 
picked up the kit when you entered church today.  Please remain in your places. You may now 
partake of Holy Communion  

Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW S146 
                                                                                                                                            

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Communion Hymn Take My Life That I May Be ELW 685 
PATMOS 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 



21 

 

Communion Hymn Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471 
BREAK BREAD TOGETHER 

Reprint/Podcast Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle Nunc Dimittis   ELW S113 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting One, ELW S113 
Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950 
©2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

D Let us pray. 
 Compassionate God,  
 you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  
 Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:  
 may our fasting be hunger for justice;  
 our alms, a making of peace;  
 and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P You are children of God, 
 anointed with the oil of gladness 
 and strengthened for your Lenten journey. 
 

 Almighty God, 
 majestic, and mighty, 

 ☩ bless you this day and always.  
C: Amen. 
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Dismissal 
 

D Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
 be of good courage; 
 hold fast to that which is good; 
 render to no one evil for evil; 
 strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
 help the afflicted; honor all people; 
 love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude  
 Fugue on the Kyrie  

François Couperin 
John Renfroe, organ 

Fugue on the Kyrie 
Contributors: François Couperin 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#207291 
  

Sending Hymn Jesus, the Very Thought of You ELW 754 
 ST. AGNES   

Reprint/Podcast Permission: The Public Domain. 


