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Volume 45  - Issue 13  We have found the Messiah                           John 1:41 

Sunday—March 27, 2022 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

If it were just anyone telling us this story 
of the good and kindly father, we could 
only laugh. We could only say, “How do 
you know there is a God who seeks me, 
who takes interest in my lostness, who, 
indeed, suffers because of me?” But this 
is not just “anybody.” This is Jesus 
himself who is speaking. And he is not 
merely telling us about this father: the 
Father is in him. Does he not seek out the 
lost? Is he not the very voice of the 
Father’s heart that overtakes us in the far 
country and tells us that incredibly joyful 
news, “You can come home. Come 
home!” The ultimate theme of this story 
is not the prodigal son, but the Father 
who finds us. The ultimate theme is not 
faithlessness of human beings, but the 
faithfulness of God. 

—Helmut Thielicke 
 
 

[Helmut Thielicke, in 20 Centuries of Great Preaching, ed. Clyde E. Fant, 
Jr., and William M. Pinson, Jr. (Waco, TX: Word, 1971), XII, pp. 267-69.] 

The Lutheran Disaster Response collection for 
Eastern European Crisis Response has now 
received donations amounting to $1,000.00 total. 
These funds will be sent to LDR which will 
immediately make them available to their 
resources on the ground in Eastern Europe to 
assist with the refugees fleeing the War in 
Ukraine. If you wish to donate, visit:  

https://tinyurl.com/LDRUkraineFund 

Bootstrap Ministry 
of Cape Coral 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Are you hungry?  Many in our community are.  
With the rising cost of food there are individuals 
and families that often cannot get the proper 
nutrition to stay healthy.  Bootstrap Ministry 
recognized this need and over six years ago 
began serving food out of the Family Center at 
Messiah.  Recently they changed the meal 
service from Monday to Saturday afternoon 
from 2-4 pm and are in need of additional 
volunteers.  If Jesus is calling you to serve in this 
vital ministry please contact Tom Clark, the 
Bootstrap volunteer coordinator, at 239-671-
6058 for more information.  No experience is 
required, just a caring heart. 
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Wednesday—March 30, 2022 
11:30 am 

 
 

Salvation | Abundant Life NOW 
Shane Hipps 

 

 
The cross of Christ stands as a symbol of 
God’s saving work. But what, exactly, does it 
mean to be saved? From what? For what? Is 
salvation a reward we claim at death or 
something meant to change our lives right 
now? For Shane Hipps, these are the 
questions we need to answer if we are to 
truly receive the release that comes with 
salvation in the here and now.  

Our Wednesday Lenten Mid-Week services will 
continues on Wednesdays, and will  continue 
through the remainder of the animateFAITH 
series.  
 

Service will be held at 11:30am, with an in-
person “Soup and Bread” lunch served in the 
fellowship hall following the service. 
(beginning approx. 12:15pm) 
 

If you would like to provide soup for the lunch, 
we welcome your offering. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the fellowship hall to indicate what 
week and what type of soup you will bring to 
share. 

Lunch 
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Mark Your Calendars for…  
        Sunday, April 3, 2022 
—————————————— 
and join us for an Organ Recital.  
As we continue to ease back 
into resuming our regularly 
scheduled programming, our Concert Series 
—which has been ‘on hold’ since the 
beginning of the pandemic— makes a return 
with our very own Deacon John Renfroe at 
the organ presenting works by: 
J.S. Bach, Felix Mendelssohn, Maurice Duruflé 
and Jehan Alain. A free-will offering will be 
taken up to help fund the program in order 
that we might see the return of the entire 
Concert Series in 2022-2023. 

Join us for “Sip ‘n’ Munch. This “self-led”  
group of parishioners will gather weekly, on 
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm, for polite 
conversation and light refreshments. For 
more information, you may email Linda 
Siracusa at lpsiracusa@yahoo.com or David 
Gilbert at gilbertd245@gmail.com.   A 
schedule for the next few weeks is provided 
here for your reference. 

 

Tuesday—March 29, 2022 
Iguana Mia of Cape Coral 
1027 Cape Coral Pkwy, E. 

Cape Coral FL, 33904 
 

Tuesday—April 5, 2022 
House of Omelets 

900 SW Pine Island Rd, #122 
Cape Coral, FL 33991 

 

Tuesday—April 12, 2022 
Nestor’s Restaurant 

4400 Hancock Bridge Pkwy 
North Fort Myers, FL 33903 

 

Tuesday—March 19, 2022 
Café You 

1423 SE 10th Street, #1A 
Cape Coral FL 33990 

Sip ‘N’ Munch will return to its regularly 
scheduled day and time (Wednesday 1:00pm) 

on Wednesday, April 27th. 

ORGAN RECITAL 
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Supporting Messiah’s ministry has never 
been easier!  In fact, each time you search 
the internet, you can generate important 
revenue for Messiah.  By using a Yahoo-
powered internet search engine called 
Goodsearch, a small donation will be made 
to Messiah, via check once a year.  All you 
need to do is visit www.goodsearch.org to 
register and don’t forget to select Messiah 
Lutheran Church as your charity of 
choice.  You surf, and the work of the 
kingdom receives needed revenue.  Please 
Goodsearch today!  If we all switch search 
engines, and search a lot, the benefit 
possibilities are limitless. Join GoodSearch 
today !  

Sign In, Please... 
In each row is a small notepad in a red 
or brown portfolio cover with 
attendance forms for your use at each 
service. Please take a moment to write 
your complete name legibly Please 
make sure the date/time box is filled in 
at the top right with the service you 
are attending. 

The SonRise Singers assist at worship on the first 
and second Sundays of the month.  This choir 
prepares a simple unison anthem and rehearses 
just prior to the Sunday service. Rehearsals are at 
8:45am. If you have wanted to sing in the choir but 
find singing in harmonies a challenge, Join us 
Sunday at 8:45. 

 Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824 
Tuesday, March 29, 2022 
Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in Norway. As a 
result of a mystical experience, he felt called to preach. Many professionals in 
the church feared his motives and influence, and he was imprisoned for 
leading unauthorized gatherings. 

 John Donne, poet, died 1631 
Thursday, March 31, 2022 
After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed headed for a 
career in the English public service. But a series of circumstances led him into 
the ordained ministry. He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred 
poetry. 

Commemorations this Week 
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Attendance—March 16, 2022 

Lent Midweek II 

2022 
In-Person ONLY 

2021 
On-Line ONLY 

39 50 

Stephen Leaders   

Dennis Allen dennis.allen@messiahnfm.org 

Jaycine Lester jaycine.lester@messiahnfm.org 

Scott VanBaaren scott.vanbaaren@messiahnfm.org 

Jini Wydler jini.wydler@messiahnfm.org 

Listen: To hear with 
thoughtful intention. 

Did you ever talk to someone but feel as if 
that person just wasn’t listening? Stephen 
Ministers are trained to listen well. They will 
hear what you have to share and respond 
lovingly and non-judgmentally — rather 
than telling you what you should or 
shouldn’t have done. If you need someone 
who will really listen to you as you work 
through a problem, consider Stephen 
Ministry. Contact a member of our Stephen 
Ministry Team below, or phone the parish 
office at 239.995.0133. 

More Upcoming Events: 
 

Mar 22 & 24 | Women and Social Security:  
               What You Need to Know 
 

Apr 05 & 07  |  5 Keys to Retiring Fearlessly 
 

April 27         |   Economic Update 
 
To register, or see more upcoming events on 
our website… visit: 

https://tinyurl.com/eventsTHRIVENT 
 
Looking for an easy way to support relief 
efforts in the Ukraine? 
 

Direct your Thrivent Choice dollars to one of 
these organizations: 
 

Convoy of Hope 
Lutheran World Relief 

Samaritans Purse 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services 

World Central Kitchen 
 
Book a Session with Money Canvas 
Money Canvas offers three online coaching 
sessions with a Money Canvas Guide to help 
you form healthier budgeting, savings and 
spending habits so you can free up more 
money to your financial priorities. 
 
Questions? Email us 
at SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com 
Follow us on Facebook @SoutheastTMN. 
 
No products will be sold. For more 

mailto:dennis.allen@messiahnfm.org
mailto:Jaycine.lester@messiahnfm.org
mailto:scott.vanbaaren@messiahnfm.org
mailto:jini.wydler@messiahnfm.org
https://tinyurl.com/eventsTHRIVENT
mailto:SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com
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Attendance and Stewardship—Last Week 

2022 

In-Person Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

156 108 264 

2021 

In-Person  Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

86 260 346 

Fund Donations 

General Funds: $6,212.54 

Flowers/Candles: $60.00 

Guest Musicians: $100.00 

Capital Reserve: $30.00 

Streaming Support: $10.01 

Faith Formation: $55.00 

Worship  - Next Weekend 
April 3, 2022 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 

 

Liturgical Color: Purple 

The Eternal Candle  
For the Month of March 2022 

The Eternal Candle Burns  
In Loving Memory Of: 

 

Genevieve VanBaaren 
 

at the request of: 
 

Scott and Albert 

Altar Flowers  

For the Week of March 27, 2022 
Altar Flowers are 

 

Placed In Thanksgiving For: 
 

 The Ministry of Our 
Pastoral Team 

 

Requested by: 
 

Disciples Engaged in Mission  

 

Barnabas Donations for 
the Second Quarter of 2022 

Support the work and mission of: 
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March 29 
Barbara and Peter Koch (52) 

 

March 31 
Terry and Sandy Slinger (59) 

March 29 
Wayne Olsen 

 

March 31 
Nancy McHenry-Magaw 

Judy Young 

Celebrations This Week 
March 28 — April 3 

Follow Us on Facebook 
facebook.com/MessiahNFM 

Servants in Worship This Week 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Richard J. Leseganich 

Organist 

Deacon John Renfroe 

Assisting 

Deacon Scott VanBaaren 

Cantor 

Diane Harmer 

Lector 

Bill Ransom 

Altar Guild 

Christine Prestella 

Usher/Greeter 

David Gilbert 
Gretchen Hawk 
Doreen Podber 
Carl Schroeder 

Communion Assistants 

Charlene Frantz 
Vicki Yawn 

April 1 
Phyllis Roberts 

 

April 2 
Janice Hyatt 

April 1 
Bob and Vicki Bloom 
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