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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Our Father, Thou in Heaven Above (from Sonata VI for organ) 
Contributors: Martin Luther, 1483-1586; Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847 
Podcast Permission: The Public Domain. 

Prelude Our Father, Thou in Heaven Above 
 

Felix Mendelssohn 
John Renfroe, organ  

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 20, 2022 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut 
down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline 
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is 
forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good 
news for all of us. Thanks be to God!  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 
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We Gather in Prayer 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P In the name of God, ☩ 
 who makes a way in the wilderness, 
 walks with us, 
 and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
C Amen. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Holy One, 
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
 we have not trusted your promises, 
 we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
 we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
 we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
 Have mercy on us! 
 Forgive us and turn us again to you. 
 Teach us to follow in your ways, 
 assure us again of your love, 
 and help us to love our neighbor. 
 Amen. 
 

P Beloved in Christ, 
 the Word draws near to you, 
 and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
 In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 
 and gathers you under wings of love. 
 In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 
 God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn Glories of Your Name Are Spoken LBW 358 
 AUSTRIA  

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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P Let us pray. 
 Eternal God,  
 your kingdom has broken into our troubled world 
 through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son.  
 Help us to hear your word and obey it,  
 and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  

Kyrie Eleison Have Mercy on Us, Lord HFW 458 
SOUTHWELL 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song 12557. 
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A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
 6Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
  call upon him while he is near; 
 7let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Isaiah 55:1-9 

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of 
abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God will 
enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways.  
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Text: Psalm 63:2,5-9. 
Music: Steve Angrisano,  
Refrain Text: ©1969, 1981, ICEL. All rights reserved. 
Music and Verses Text: ©1997,1998, Steve Angrisano. Published by OCP. All rights reserved 
Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #82998 

Cantor:  
  

 Vs1: O God, you are my God, and I will always praise you. In the shadow of your wings I 
 cling to you and you hold me high. ꭆ 
 

 Vs2: Through the day you walk with me; all the night your love surrounds me. To the glory 
 of your name I lift my hands, I sing your praise. ꭆ  
 

 Vs3: I will never be afraid, for I will not be abandoned. Even when the road grows long and 
 weary, your love will rescue me. ꭆ 
 

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
 
L Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm My Soul is Thirsting for You Angrisano 
 Psalm 63 
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A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.  
 

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock 
was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 
struck down in the wilderness. 
  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as 
they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people 
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We 
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 
serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were 
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think 
you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is 
not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able 
to endure it.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.     Please rise as you are able. 

Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is our rock, 
our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness.  

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                     ELW S142b 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 13th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those 
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that 
they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it 
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”  
 
 
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                       Please be seated. 

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard 
call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will 
be tempered by patience.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading Luke 13:1-9 
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Hymn of the Day As the Deer Runs to the River ELW 331 
                                                                    JULION 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #03956.. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
D With humble and contrite hearts, let us profess our faith : 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and 
 all who are in need.  
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

P  Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus 
 Christ, our Lord,  
C Amen. 
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Offering Received  
 

Go Not Far From Me, O God 
Nicola Zingarelli 

Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir  

We Share in the Meal 

Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 188 
     

Text: Psalm LXXI.10,8,7 
Music: From Christus e Miserere, Nicola Zingarelli, 1860-1935 
Podcast Permission: The Public Domain, CCLI #20011506, Song#7079820. 

From: Service Music Section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 God our provider,  
 you have not fed us with bread alone,  
 but with words of grace and life.  
 Bless us and these your gifts,  
 which we receive from your bounty,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
 and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
 that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
 we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord ELW S144b 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (LL2014) 

P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
  

 Holy one, great God of judgment and mercy,  
 we give thanks to you through your beloved son, Jesus Christ. 
  

 From earliest days, you turned toward your creation,  
 bringing light from darkness, firm ground from the deep, life from the dust. 
 

 Adam and Eve turned from the garden to toil and struggle.  
 Abraham and Sarah turned from a life of wandering t 
 o the land that you showed them.  
 Your people Israel turned from captivity to cry unto you,  
 and you delivered them from captivity.  
 And in the wilderness Jesus turned away from the tempter  
 and toward his proclamation of the heavenly kingdom. 
 

 You ordained for everything a season,  
 a time to break down, and a time to build up,  
 a time to keep, and a time to put aside.  
 Let this now be a time of healing, a time of justice,  
 a time of reconciliation and peace. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, Christ’s turn toward the world,  
 his journey to the cross, and his resurrection from the dead,  
 we turn toward you in the gifts of bread and wine,  
 signs of your mercy and balm for our souls. 
C Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 
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P Let us make our prayers and praise complete by praying together the prayer 
 that Jesus gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  

P Here is food and drink for the journey. 
 Take, eat, and be filled. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  
 that these gifts may be healing and redemption  
 for us and for your world,  
 the turning toward a new day of righteousness. 
C Amen. Come Holy Spirit. 
 
P And now, may all creation turn toward you,  
 seeking your mercy and trusting in your word,  
 that we may share in your glory with all the saints in light. 
 

 Through him, with him, in him, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. As you approach the minister, you will 
receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you desire to 
receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of the cup where you will dip, or 
instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have 
picked up the kit when you entered church today.  Please remain in your places. You may now 
partake of Holy Communion  

Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW S146 
                                                                                                                                            

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Communion Hymn O Living Bread from Heaven ELW 542 
AURELIA 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle Nunc Dimittis   ELW S113 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting One, ELW S113 
Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950 
©2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

D Let us pray. 
 Compassionate God,  
 you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  
 Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:  
 may our fasting be hunger for justice;  
 our alms, a making of peace;  
 and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P You are children of God, 
 anointed with the oil of gladness 
 and strengthened for your Lenten journey. 
 

 Almighty God, 
 majestic, and mighty, 

 ☩ bless you this day and always.  
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW 319 
 CWM RHONDDA   

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Dismissal 
 

D Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
 be of good courage; 
 hold fast to that which is good; 
 render to no one evil for evil; 
 strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
 help the afflicted; honor all people; 
 love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

Postlude  
 Toccata in e minor  

Johann Pachelbel 
John Renfroe, organ 

Toccata in E minor 
Contributors: Johann Pachelbel, 1653-1706 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song 206793 


