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Volume 45  - Issue 09  We have found the Messiah                           John 1:41 

Sunday—February 27, 2022 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

There are many people today who are 
seeking God, a lot of them in bizarre ways. 
Your local “spiritual supply store” offers 
crystals, cards, boards, powders and 
various other gadgets for the expressed 
purpose of cosmic convergence of your 
coming in contact with God. The greatest 
search in our time and for all time is the 
search for God. However, Christian people 
proclaim that God cannot be found, but 
rather has found us in Jesus the Christ. 
Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us. All of 
heaven breaks loose for us in the weekly 
assembly, but we miss it if we are sleeping. 
As we awake to God’s presence, let us not 
lock it away in booths of our own security 
and salvation. Instead of snoozing, let us 
be dazzled, opening our hearts to God’s 
presence, a source of courage, power and 
might that will motivate us to go out into 
the world and point others to God’s most 
brilliant light. 

—Karen M. Ward 
 

[Karen M. Ward, in Homilies for the Christian People, pp. 407-08.] 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day 
journey toward Easter with a day of fasting 
and repentance. Marking our foreheads with 
dust, we acknowledge that we die and return 
to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces 
the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our 
foreheads at baptism. While we journey 
through Lent to return to God, we have 
already been reconciled to God through 
Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our 
hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the 
day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal 
call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of 
mercy and justice in the world.  

Ash Wednesday, is on Wednesday, March 
2nd. A special service to mark the beginning 
of Lent, with the imposition of ashes, returns 
this year. One service will be celebrated on 
Wednesday evening at 6:30pm. We invite you 
to spend time in prayer as we begin the 
Lenten Season of preparation for Easter 
Sunday. 
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Bear One Another’s Burdens 

The words “one another” or “each other” 
are used more than 50 times in the New 
Testament. What this tells us is that God 
did not create us to be independent. God 
created us to be inter-dependent. We are 
made in God’s own image  — to be loving, 
caring, forgiving. God created us to need 
one another. 
 

This is where our Stephen Ministry shines. 
We will look in depth at Stephen Ministry 
here at Messiah. Stephen Ministry is a 
caring ministry. It involves specially trained  
congregation members called Stephen 
Ministers, who provide one-to-one 
Christian Care to people who are 
experiencing a life challenge, or crisis. 
 

If you are new to Messiah, or just have 
questions regarding Stephen Ministry, plan 
on attending our informative presentation, 
Bear One Another’s Burdens.  
 

IN PERSON PRESENTATIONS 
Sunday—February 27th—Following Service 

 

ZOOM GATHERINGS 
Thursday—March 3rd—4:00pm 

Friday—March 4th—7:00pm 
 

To Access the ZOOM Meetings visit 
www.messiahnfm.com/virtual 

Join us for “Sip ‘n’ Munch. This “self-led”  
group of parishioners will gather weekly, on 
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm, for polite 
conversation and light refreshments. For 
more information, you may email Linda 
Siracusa at lpsiracusa@yahoo.com or David 
Gilbert at gilbertd245@gmail.com.   A 
schedule for the next few weeks is provided 
here for your reference. 

 

Tuesday—March 1, 2022 
Ralph’s Place 

1305 Cape Coral Pkwy, E. 
Cape Coral FL, 33904 

 

Tuesday—March 8, 2022 
Hurricane Grill & Wings 
756 SW Pine Island Rd 
Cape Coral FL, 33991 

 

Tuesday—March 15, 2022 
Paradise Deli & Grill 
2378 Surfside Blvd. 

Cape Coral FL, 33991 

 

Tuesday—March 22, 2022 
Panera Bread 

1830 NE Pine Island Rd. 
Cape Coral FL 33909 

Please Note; During the Lenten Season,  
Sip “n” Munch will be moving to  

Tuesday afternoons, at the same time.  
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The Animate: Faith series allows us to focus 

on building conversation, reflect on faith 

learnings and prayer, listen to contemporary 

voices, and experience our faith through 

interactive journaling.  Our pastoral team 

will be leading the discussions as part of the 

Wednesday Mid-Week Lenten Services.  As 

part of the sessions, participants will be 

processing their faith experiences through 

journaling. The Animate series provides a 

journal for participants to use and utilizes 

various formats to inspire reflection. Copies 

of the journal will be available from Pastor 

Rich, there will be a donation of $14 to cover 

the costs of the books, scholarship monies to 

participate may be available,  please see 

Pastor rich for more information. 

Our Wednesday Lenten Mid-Week services will 
begin on Wednesday, March 9th, and continue 
through the first five weeks of Lent.  
 

Service will be held at 11:30am, with an in-
person “Soup and Bread” lunch served in the 
fellowship hall following the service. 
(beginning approx. 12:15pm) 
 

If you would like to provide soup for the lunch, 
we welcome your offering. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the fellowship hall to indicate what 
week and what type of soup you will bring to 
share. 
 

More information about the Lenten Series will 
be forthcoming in future issues of the 
Weekend Discovery.   
 

For more information regarding the soup 
luncheon, please see Dennis Allen after 
service, or you may phone the parish office 
during office hours, Monday—Friday from 
9:00am to 3:00pm. 

Lunch 
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The SonRise Singers assist at worship on the first 
and second Sundays of the month.  This choir 
prepares a simple unison anthem and rehearses 
just prior to the Sunday service. Rehearsals are at 
8:45am. If you have wanted to sing in the choir but 
find singing in harmonies a challenge, Join us 
Sunday at 8:45. 

With thanks for your generosity, we now have 
an abundance of plastic shopping bags. In 

order to turn the shopping bags into Sleeping 
Mats for the Homeless, we need to turn the 

bags into plarn so that the mats can be 
crocheted. If you have some spare time and 

wish to learn how to turn the bags into plarn, 
stop in the office M-F, 9a-3p, for instructions. 

THANK YOU ! 

PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS 

 Tuesday, March 1, 2022 
George Herbert, died 1633 
Hymnwriter,  
An excellent scholar, Herbert served briefly in the English parliament, then 
became a parish priest. He was known for devoted care of his parishioners, as 
well as for writing poetry and hymns, including "Come, my way, my truth, my 
life." He died at age 40. 

 Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
John Wesley, died 1791 and Charles Wesley, died 1788 
Renewers of the church 
These brothers led a revival to remain within the Church of England, one that 
involved frequent communion & advocacy for the poor. Except for a brief time 
in America, they worked in England. Charles was also a prolific hymn writer. 
After their deaths, their work led to the formation of the Methodist Church. 

Commemorations this Week 

The Conversations with the Pastor ZOOM 
Meetings are on hold for the time being. The 
series may return in the future. The Animate 
Faith series will take place, as part of the 
Wednesday Lenten Mid-Week services. 
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Attendance and Stewardship—Last Weekend 
 

2022 

In-Person Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

164 100 264 

2021 

In-Person & 
Drive Thru 

Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

93 149 242 

Fund Donations 

General Funds: $6,751.88 

Barnabas Boxes: $22.00 

Flowers/Candles: $60.00 

Capital Reserve: $30.00 

Streaming Support: $327.39 

Dedicated Funds: 20.00 

Worship  - Next Weekend 
February 27, 2022 

Festival of the Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12 — 4:2 
Luke 9:28-36[37-43a] 

 

Liturgical Color: White 

The Eternal Candle  
 

For the Month of February 2022 
The Eternal Candle Burns 

for the Intentions of 
 

Disciples Engaged in Mission 
 

Monthly Donation Offering Remains Available 

Altar Flowers  

For the Week of February 27, 2022 
Altar Flowers are 

 

Placed In Thanksgiving For: 
 

 The Ministry of  
Deacon Scott VanBaaren 

 

Requested by: 
 

Disciples Engaged in Mission  

 
Barnabas Donations for 

the First Quarter of 2022 
Support the work and mission of: 
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Celebrations This Week 
February 28-March 6 

March 2 
Deborah Alt 

 

March 3 
Waren Gee 
Patricia King 

 

Follow Us on Facebook 
facebook.com/MessiahNFM 

Servants in Worship This Week 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Organist 

Deacon John Renfroe 

Assisting 

Deacon Scott VanBaaren 

Cantor 

Judy Young 

Lector 

Bill Ransom 

Altar Guild 

Christine Prestella 

Usher/Greeter 

Gretchen Hawk 
Doreen Podber 
David Gilbert 

Carl Schroeder 

Communion Assistants 

Vicki Yawn—John Baskin 

Help us to offer you Pastoral Care when 
needed… we found it difficult to believe that It 
has been 7 years since we last updated our 
Emergency Contact file.  There are times when 
the Pastoral Team needs to reach out to you, or 
family, to provide pastoral care. Sometimes, 
when we can’t get in touch with you, it is helpful 
to have alternate “emergency” contacts to reach 
out to for assistance. These can be family, 
friends or neighbors, who we can contact if the 
need arises. The “Emergency Contact Sheets” 
are entirely voluntary, and will not be shared 
outside the Pastoral Team, being kept in a 
locked file in the Parish Office. If you wish to 
provide (or update) your information, gold 
sheets are available with this issue of the 
Weekend Discovery. You may fill out the form 
and return it to the office: via USPS, in-person or 
by placing in the collection plate on an upcoming 
Sunday.  
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(S) Sanctuary   (FH) Fellowship Hall    (FC) Family Center  (GR) Green Meeting Room 
(BL) Bell Choir Room    (OS) Off-Site    (MLCW) MLCW Room in Family Center    (MG) Memorial Garden 

(CR) Conference Room    (CH) Choir Room    (PO) Pastor’s Office    (WR) Workroom   (ZM) Zoom 

DAY TIME EVENT 

Monday 
February 28 

   

  
1:00pm 
4:30pm 
  

  
Handbell Rehearsal—(BR) 
Bootstrap Ministry Take-Out Meal (FC)  
  

Tuesday 
March 1 

George Herbert  

Morning 
10:00am 
1:00pm 
 
7:00pm 

Piano Tuning—Fellowship Hall Unavailable 
Immerse Bible Book Club: Prophets Week 15/16 of 16—(GR/ZM) 
Sip ‘N’ Munch—Ralph’s Place—(OS) 
                             1305 Cape Coral Pkwy., E., Cape Coral FL, 33904 
 Boy Scouts (FC) 

Wednesday  
March 2 

Ash Wednesday 
John Wesley/Charles Wesley  

2pm-3pm  
3:00pm 
 

6:30pm 
 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 
Worship and Music Committee (GR/FH) 
 

In-Person Worship with Imposition of Ashes—(S) 
  
NO Chancel Choir Rehearsal—(S) 
“Walk With Purpose” - Men’s AA Group (FC) 

Thursday 
March 3 

  

9am-12pm 
 
9:30am 
 

4:00pm 
 
 

4:30pm 
7:00pm 

Caloosa Conference Clergy Gathering—(S/FH) 
 
Bulletin Assembly—(WR/GR) 
 

Bear One Another’s Burdens: What is Stephen Ministry—(ZM) 
To access ZOOM Room, visit:   www.messiahnfm.com/virtual 
 

Bell Choir Rehearsal—(S) 
Cub Scouts—(FH) 

Friday 
March 4 

  

1pm-4pm 
 
7:00pm 
   

Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 
 
Bear One Another’s Burdens: What is Stephen Ministry—(ZM) 
To access ZOOM Room, visit:   www.messiahnfm.com/virtual 

Saturday 
March 5 

   

 
7:00pm 

 
Living Sober Open AA Group—(FC) 

Sunday 
March 6 

First Sunday in Lent 

9:30am 
 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship—RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
(Livestream on the MLC Church Channel on Facebook) 
 

Reception for New Members—(FH) 


