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Volume 45  - Issue 08  We have found the Messiah                           John 1:41 

Sunday—February 20, 2022 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

Probably no admonition of Jesus has been 
more difficult to follow than the command 
to “love your enemies.” Some men have 
sincerely felt that its actual practice is not 
possible. Others, like the philosopher 
Nietzsche, contend that Jesus’ exhortation 
to love one’s enemies is testimony to the 
fact that the Christian ethic is designed for 
the weak and the cowardly, and not for the 
strong and courageous. Jesus, they say, 
was an impractical idealist. But upheaval 
after upheaval has reminded us that 
modern man is traveling along a road 
called hate, in a journey that will bring us 
to destruction and damnation. Far from 
being the pious injunction of a utopian 
dreamer, the command to love one’s 
enemy is an absolute necessity for our 
survival. Our responsibility as Christians is 
to discover the meaning of this command 
and seek passionately to live it out in our 
daily lives.  

—Martin Luther King Jr. 
[Martin Luther King Jr., Strength to Love, (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1963), 47-48.] 

Good works do not 
make a good person 
but a good person does 
good works.  

– Martin Luther 

A New Member Orientation Session has been 
scheduled for TODAY, following the 9:30am 
Service. We will gather to reflect on what it 
means to be a Lutheran, and learn a bit more 
about Messiah. New Members are invited to 
register by visiting our website, 
www.messiahnfm.com, where you will click on 
the New Member Orientation button in the 
Registration Links Section on the homepage, or 
by phoning the parish office, 239-995-0133, 
during business hours. New Members will be 
formally received into the congregation on 
Sunday, March 6th, at the 9:30am Service.  
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The Animate: Faith series allows us to focus 

on building conversation, reflect on faith 

learnings and prayer, listen to contemporary 

voices, and experience our faith through 

interactive journaling.  Our pastoral team 

will be leading the discussions as part of the 

Wednesday Mid-Week Lenten Services.  As 

part of the sessions, participants will be 

processing their faith experiences through 

journaling. The Animate series provides a 

journal for participants to use and utilizes 

various formats to inspire reflection. Copies 

of the journal will be available from Pastor 

Rich, there will be a donation of $14 to cover 

the costs of the books, scholarship monies to 

participate may be available,  please see 

Pastor rich for more information. 

Our Wednesday Lenten Mid-Week services will 
begin on Wednesday, March 9th, and continue 
through the first five weeks of Lent.  
 

Service will be held at 11:30am, with an in-
person “Soup and Bread” lunch served in the 
fellowship hall following the service. 
(beginning approx. 12:15pm) 
 

If you would like to provide soup for the lunch, 
we welcome your offering. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the fellowship hall to indicate what 
week and what type of soup you will bring to 
share. 
 

More information about the Lenten Series will 
be forthcoming in future issues of the 
Weekend Discovery.   
 

For more information regarding the soup 
luncheon, please see Dennis Allen after 
service, or you may phone the parish office 
during office hours, Monday—Friday from 
9:00am to 3:00pm. 

Lunch 
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Bear One Another’s Burdens 

The words “one another” or “each other” 
are used more than 50 times in the New 
Testament. What this tells us is that God 
did not create us to be independent. God 
created us to be inter-dependent. We are 
made in God’s own image  — to be loving, 
caring, forgiving. God created us to need 
one another. 
 

This is where our Stephen Ministry shines. 
We will look in depth at Stephen Ministry 
here at Messiah. Stephen Ministry is a 
caring ministry. It involves specially trained  
congregation members called Stephen 
Ministers, who provide one-to-one 
Christian Care to people who are 
experiencing a life challenge, or crisis. 
 

If you are new to Messiah, or just have 
questions regarding Stephen Ministry, plan 
on attending our informative presentation, 
Bear One Another’s Burdens.  
 

IN PERSON PRESENTATIONS 
Sunday—February 27th—Following Service 

 

ZOOM GATHERINGS 
Thursday—March 4th—4:00pm 

Friday—March 5th—7:00pm 
 

Learn More 
Have Your Questions Answered 

Join us for “Sip ‘n’ Munch. This “self-led”  
group of parishioners will gather weekly, on 
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm, for polite 
conversation and light refreshments. For 
more information, you may email Linda 
Siracusa at lpsiracusa@yahoo.com or David 
Gilbert at gilbertd245@gmail.com.   A 
schedule for the next few weeks is provided 
here for your reference. 

 
 

Wednesday—February 23, 2022 
Ford’s Garage 

1719 Cape Coral Pkwy, E 
Cape Coral FL 33904 

 

Wednesday—March 2, 2022 
Ralph’s Place 

1305 Cape Coral Pkwy, E. 
Cape Coral FL, 33904 

 

Tuesday—March 8, 2022 
Hurricane Grill & Wings 
756 SW Pine Island Rd 
Cape Coral FL, 33991 

 

Tuesday—March 15, 2022 
Paradise Deli & Grill 
2378 Surfside Blvd. 

Cape Coral FL, 33991 

Please Note; During the Lenten Season,  
Sip “n” Munch will be moving to  

Tuesday afternoons, at the same time.  
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The SonRise Singers assist at worship on the first 
and second Sundays of the month.  This choir 
prepares a simple unison anthem and rehearses 
just prior to the Sunday service. Rehearsals are at 
8:45am. If you have wanted to sing in the choir but 
find singing in harmonies a challenge, Join us 
Sunday at 8:45. 

 Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022 
Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of Revelation, as 
well as the important early church fathers Irenaeus and Ignatius, Polycarp 
serves as a vital link in church history. He was burned at the stake at age 86 
for refusing to renounce his faith. 

 Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921 
Friday, February 25, 2022 
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come 
and minister to the poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the 
Deaconess House in Brooklyn as well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis. 

Commemorations this Week 

The Conversations with the Pastor ZOOM 
Meetings are on hold for the time being. The 
series may return in the future. The Animate 
Faith series will take place, as part of the 
Wednesday Lenten Mid-Week services. 

Help us to offer you Pastoral Care when 
needed… we found it difficult to believe that It 
has been 7 years since we last updated our 
Emergency Contact file.  There are times when 
the Pastoral Team needs to reach out to you, or 
family, to provide pastoral care. Sometimes, 
when we can’t get in touch with you, it is helpful 
to have alternate “emergency” contacts to reach 
out to for assistance. These can be family, 
friends or neighbors, who we can contact if the 
need arises. The “Emergency Contact Sheets” 
are entirely voluntary, and will not be shared 
outside the Pastoral Team, being kept in a 
locked file in the Parish Office. If you wish to 
provide (or update) your information, gold 
sheets are available with this issue of the 
Weekend Discovery. You may fill out the form 
and return it to the office: via USPS, in-person or 
by placing in the collection plate on an upcoming 
Sunday.  
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Sign In, Please... 
In each row is a small notepad in a red 
or brown portfolio cover with 
attendance forms for your use at each 
service. Please take a moment to write 
your complete name legibly Please 
make sure the date/time box is filled in 
at the top right with the service you 
are attending. 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day 
journey toward Easter with a day of fasting 
and repentance. Marking our foreheads with 
dust, we acknowledge that we die and return 
to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces 
the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our 
foreheads at baptism. While we journey 
through Lent to return to God, we have 
already been reconciled to God through 
Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our 
hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the 
day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal 
call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of 
mercy and justice in the world.  

Ash Wednesday, is on Wednesday, March 
2nd. A special service to mark the beginning 
of Lent, with the imposition of ashes, returns 
this year. One service will be celebrated on 
Wednesday evening at 6:30pm. We invite you 
to spend time in prayer as we begin the 
Lenten Season of preparation for Easter 
Sunday. 

You’re Invited: February 2022 Virtual Events 
 

Please join the Thrivent Member Network - 
Southeast Region this month at our upcoming 
events. We help Christians find financial clarity, 
enabling lives full of meaning and gratitude. All 
are welcome to attend our free virtual events.  
 

Feb 22 @ 7:30 PM | Retirement & Taxes with 
IRA Expert, Ed Slott 
Online webinar for you to gain insight on 
balancing your retirement with the impact of 
taxes Reserve your spot today at  
https://thrivent.me/EdSlott 
 

Feb 24 @ 12:30 PM & 7:30 PM | Retirement & 
Taxes with IRA Expert, Ed Slott 
Online webinar for you to gain insight on 
balancing your retirement with the impact of 
taxes. 
Reserve your spot today at  
https://thrivent.me/EdSlott 
 
 

Questions about Thrivent? Contact us  
at SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com 
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Attendance and Stewardship—Last Weekend 
 

2022 

In-Person Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

145 114 259 

2021 

In-Person Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

76 155 231 

Fund Donations 

General Funds: $4,753.80 

Barnabas Boxes: $17.00 

Flowers/Candles: $10.00 

Food Fund: $20.00 

Capital Reserve: $20.00 

Streaming Support: $10.01 

Bootstrap Ministries: $10.00 

  

Worship  - Next Weekend 
February 27, 2022 

Festival of the Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12 — 4:2 
Luke 9:28-36[37-43a] 

 

Liturgical Color: White 

The Eternal Candle  
 

For the Month of February 2022 
The Eternal Candle Burns 

for the Intentions of 
 

Disciples Engaged in Mission 
 

Monthly Donation Offering Remains Available 

Altar Flowers  

For the Week of February 27, 2022 
Altar Flowers are 

 

Placed In Thanksgiving For: 
 

 The Ministry of  
Deacon John Renfroe 

 

Requested by: 
 

Disciples Engaged in Mission  

 
Barnabas Donations for 

the First Quarter of 2022 
Support the work and mission of: 
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Celebrations This Week 
February 21—February 27 

February 21 
Jack Blevons 

Natalie Whitaker 
Sharon Williams 

 

February 23 
Jenna Waddell 

 

Febraury 24 
Diane Malcomb 

Mike O’Reilly 
 

February 25 
Colleen Biggs 

 

February 26 
Kristina Chapman 

Louise Gaumer 
Barbara Thomas 

February 21 
Beverly and Terry Stevens 

 

February 24 
Larry and Ann Schmid (60) 

 

February 25 
Paul and Doris Hartenberger (56) 

Follow Us on Facebook 
facebook.com/MessiahNFM 

Servants in Worship This Week 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Organist 

Deacon John Renfroe 

Assisting 

Deacon Scott VanBaaren 

Cantor 

Disciples Engaged in Mission 

Lector 

Betty Logan 

Altar Guild 

MaryAnn Breski 

Usher/Greeter 

Louise Gaumer 
Gretchen Hawk 
Doreen Podber 
Connie Fabian 

Communion Assistants 

David Gilbert 
Charlene Frantz 
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(S) Sanctuary   (FH) Fellowship Hall    (FC) Family Center  (GR) Green Meeting Room 
(BL) Bell Choir Room    (OS) Off-Site    (MLCW) MLCW Room in Family Center    (MG) Memorial Garden 

(CR) Conference Room    (CH) Choir Room    (PO) Pastor’s Office    (WR) Workroom   (ZM) Zoom 

DAY TIME EVENT 

Monday 
February 21 

   

1:00pm 
1:00pm 
4:30pm 
7:00pm 

Council Meeting—(ZM) 
Handbell Rehearsal—(BR) 
Bootstrap Ministry Take-Out Meal (FC)  
Compassionate Friends Network—(FC) 

Tuesday 
February 22 

  

1:00pm 
6pm-8pm 
7:00pm 

Immerse Bible Book Club: Prophets Week 11 of 16—(FH/ZM) 
Stephen Ministers Meeting—(ZM) 
Boy Scouts (FC) 

Wednesday  
February 23 

Polycarp  

10:00am 
1:00pm 
 

  
2pm-6pm  
 
  

7:00pm 
7:00pm 

Bible Study: The Books of the Apocrypha—(FH) 
Sip ‘N’ Munch—Ford’s Garage—(OS) 
                             1719 Cape Coral Pkwy., E., Cape Coral FL, 33904 
  

Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 
  
  

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—(S) 
“Walk With Purpose” - Men’s AA Group (FC) 

Thursday 
February 24 

  

9:30am 
 
4:30pm 
7:00pm 

Bulletin Assembly—(WR/FH) 
  
Bell Choir Rehearsal—(S) 
Cub Scouts—(FH) 

Friday 
February 25 
Elizabeth Fedde 

1pm-4pm 
   

Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 

Saturday 
February 26 

   

  
 
 7:00pm 

  
 
Living Sober Open AA Group—(FC) 

Sunday 
February 27 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 

9:30am 
 
10:45am 
  

In-Person Worship  
Livestream on the MLC Church Channel on Facebook 
Bear One Another’s Burdens: What is Stephen Ministry—(FH) 


