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Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
Sunday — February 20 2022 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit 
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is 
fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on 
Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in 
Christ.  

Prelude Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word 
LIEBSTER JESU 

 
setting by: J. S. Bach 
John Renfroe, organ  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 

  
Music: LIEBSTER JESU 
Contributors: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673, arr. J.S.Bach 1685-1750 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #206824 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who creates us, 
 redeems us, 
 and calls us by name. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we have sinned against you 
 and your beloved children. 
 We have turned our faces away from your glory 
 when it did not appear as we expected. 
 We have rejected your word 
 when it made us confront ourselves. 
 We have failed to show hospitality 
 to those you called us to welcome. 
 Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
 and the things we have left undone. 
 For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
 in the glory of your Son born among us, 
 and reflect your love for all creation. 
 Amen. 
 

P Rejoice in this good news: 
 In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
 You are descendants of the Most High, 
 adopted into the household of Christ, 
 and inheritors of eternal life. 
 Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn All Creatures, Worship God Most High! ELW 835 
 LASST UNS ERFREUEN vss. 1-3 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #04790. 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise Glory to God ELW S139 
   

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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P Let us pray 
 O Lord Jesus,  
 make us instruments of your peace,  
 that where there is hatred, we may sow love,  
 where there is injury, pardon,  
 and where there is despair, hope.  
 Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console,  
 to understand, and to love in your name,  
 for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  
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A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He 
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and 
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent 
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up 
to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as 
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since 
there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all 
that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept 
upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 
him.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Genesis 45:3-11,15 

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now 
the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil 
intentions for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.  
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Gradual Hymn Commit Your Way to God the Lord PAS 37A 
 ROCKINGHAM OLD 
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A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.  
 

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, 
you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other 
grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
  42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there 
is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, 
and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 
from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of 
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, 
we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
  50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.           Please rise as you are able. 

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Using the 
metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of 
following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.  

Second Reading 1Corinthians 15:35-38,42.50 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia. Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?  ELW S142a 
   

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 6th Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your 
coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if 
anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. 
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that 
to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; 
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                       Please be seated. 

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love, 
blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s 
intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading Luke 6:27-38 
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Hymn of the Day Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW 726 
                                                                    TEMPLE OF PEACE 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song#101806. 
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The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
D As a people called “blessed” by Jesus, our Lord, let us profess our faith : 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for 
 the church, the world, and all that God has made.  
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P  Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 
 prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offering Received  

Hallelujah, Amen 
from Judas Maccabæus 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church Chancel Choir 

Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW 182 
     

From: Service Music Section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 

Hallelujah, Amen: from Judas Maccabæbus 
Text: Thomas Morell, 1703-1784 
Music: George Frederic Handel 1685-1759, edited by Carl Deis 1883-1960 
arr. ©1949, G. Schirmer (ASCAP) 
Podcast Permission: CCS WORSHPcast, #13954 

Please Stand, as you are able. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. 
 You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. 
 Lead us to your table, 
 nourish us with this heavenly food, 
 and prepare us to carry your love 
 to a hungry world, 
 in the name of Christ our light. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
 in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
 and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord ELW S144b 
  

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Epiphanytide) 

P Blessed are you, O holy God: 
 you are the Life and Light of all. 
 By your powerful word you created all things. 
 Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
 

 Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
 He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
 and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his preaching and healing, 
 his dying and rising, 
 and his promise to come again, 
 we await that day when all the universe 
 will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 

 By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
 that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
 we may be light for the world, 
 revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C Amen 
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Invitation to Communion  

P Come to God’s table. 
 There is a place for you, and there is enough for all. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. As you approach the minister, you 
will receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you 
desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of the cup where you 
will dip, or instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have 
picked up the kit when you entered church today.  Please remain in your places. You may now 
partake of Holy Communion  

Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW S146 
                                                                                                                                            

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 
Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010 
©1978, 2006; Augsburg Fortress 
Reprint Permission: Augsburg Liturgies Annual License #SAS003303 
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Communion Hymn Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW 605 
DETROIT 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #17454. 
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Communion Hymn Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595 
JESUS LOVES ME 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Reprint Permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License #SAS003303  

Canticle    ELW 204 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

D Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, gracious God, 
 for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
 Send us to bring good news 
 and to proclaim your favor to all, 
 strengthened with the richness of your grace 
 in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 
 who rejoices over you, 
 and who calls you by name, 
 ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 
 today and forever. 
 C: Amen. 
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LASST UNS ERFREUEN—organ 
Contributors: Auserlesen Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Cologne, 1623; arr. Jonathan Kohrs 
From: With High Delight: Organ Hymn Preludes 
Arr. ©2013, Augsburg Fortress 
Podcast permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #Manual Submit of Member Publisher.. 

Gathering Hymn All Creatures, Worship God Most High! ELW 835 
 LASST UNS ERFREUEN vss. 4-6 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #04790. 

Dismissal 
 

D Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
 Lasst Uns Erfreuen  

setting by: Jacob Weber 
John Renfroe, organ 
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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time visitor, to 

identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize first time visitors.  
 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity bags of quiet 

toys for children to use.   
 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new church home. 
 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak to one of 

the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed materials we can offer 
you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies of the 

Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a daily devotional 
booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are available on the tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if you do not see what you need.  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 
Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 

Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 


