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Volume 45  - Issue 04  We have found the Messiah                           John 1:41 

Sunday—January 23, 2022 Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Jesus began his ministry with these words 
read from a scroll of the prophet Isaiah: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” The arrival of 
the dominion of God was, in those words, 
inextricably tied to helping the poor, 
releasing prisoners, healing the sick. And yet 
the poor remain in our streets, our prisons 
are overcrowded as never before, and 
everyone of us will eventually succumb to ill 
health and physical death. Had Jesus failed? . 
. . Following in his steps from that early 
synagogue worship service, to the hills of 
Galilee, the road to Jerusalem, and the way 
of the cross, we discover that suffering is not 
God’s will. Rather, life in the face of suffering 
is God’s will; courage in the face of fear; faith 
in the face of doubt and abandonment; love 
in the face of hatred and prejudice. God’s 
will is to call these things out of the hurt and 
brokenness that we are and that we find 
around us. With Christ, the prophecy is 
fulfilled, in you and in me. 

—Bruce J. Evenson 
 

[Bruce J. Evenson, in Homilies for the Christian People, p. 402.] 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

will be held on 
 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 
after the 9:30am Service 

in the Sanctuary. 
 

The purpose of this meeting will be to 
receive the Annual Report of the 

Congregation, vote on the 2022 Ministry 
Spending Plan, elect members to serve on 

the Endowment Committee, and the 
second of two required votes to approve 
mandatory changes to the Constitution as 

directed by the  2019 Churchwide 
Assembly. 

 

Pat Yost, President 
Pearl Slusher, Secretary 

OF THE CONGREGATION 
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Follow Us on Facebook 
facebook.com/MessiahNFM 

Beginning on Wednesday, January 19, 

2022, is a study of Wisdom Literature, 

also known as The Apocrypha, or 

teachings of the wise men. We will meet 

on Wednesdays at 10:00am in the 

Fellowship Hall, as an in-person Bible 

study. Led by Darlene Renfroe, this 

scripture is designated as “between 

times” reading, how to conduct oneself 

while waiting for the Messiah. We are 

asking for pre-registration for this Bible 

study so we know how many copies of 

the Apocrypha need to be ordered. There 

is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall to 

indicate that you wish to participate, 

alternatively you may phone the parish 

office, M-F—9a-3p, to add your name to 

the list.  See You There ! 

Stephen Leaders   

Dennis Allen dennis.allen@messiahnfm.org 

Jaycine Lester jaycine.lester@messiahnfm.org 

Scott VanBaaren scott.vanbaaren@messiahnfm.org 

Jini Wydler jini.wydler@messiahnfm.org 

Stephen Ministers 

Karen Jasper 

Melissa Kennedy 

Arlene McCarthy 

Pat Yost 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Good and gracious God, today we thank 
you for three years of Stephen Ministry 
within our congregation. We see the work 
of your Holy Spirit each day in this ministry 
and we give you thanks for it. Equip and 
empower us to continue to serve you 
through this ministry as more people 
receive your boundless love and care 
through a caring relationship with a 
Stephen Minister. We know that this 
ministry is possible only through you, and 
we thank you for your presence. In the 
name of Jesus, the Rock of our salvation, 
Amen.  

For More information on our Stephen 
Ministry contact:  

PLEASE NOTE: Copies of the Annual Report of the 
Congregation for the year ending December 31, 
2021, will be available on the usher’s tables and 
available as a PDF download on our website prior to 
the meeting on January 30th. 

mailto:dennis.allen@messiahnfm.org
mailto:Jaycine.lester@messiahnfm.org
mailto:scott.vanbaaren@messiahnfm.org
mailto:jini.wydler@messiahnfm.org
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Join us for “Sip ‘n’ Munch. This “self-led”  
group of parishioners will gather weekly, on 
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm, for polite 
conversation and light refreshments. For 
more information, you may email Linda 
Siracusa at lpsiracusa@yahoo.com or David 
Gilbert at gilbertd245@gmail.com.   A 
schedule for the next few weeks is provided 
here for your reference. 

 

Wednesday—January 26, 2022 
Duffy’s Sports Grill 

627 Cape Coral Pkwy, W 
Cape Coral FL 33914 

 
 

Wednesday—February 2, 2022 
Nestor’s Restaurant 

4400 Hancock Bridge Pkwy 
North Fort Myers FL 33903 

 

Wednesday—February 9, 2022 
Keg & Cow 

2384 Surfside Blvd, #101A 
Cape Coral FL 33991 

 

Wednesday—February 16, 2022 
FINS Seafood and Dive Bar 

3422 DelPrado Blvd. S. 
Cape Coral FL 33904 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to join the group. No pre-
registration is required. You can just show up 

for conversation and goodies at 1:00pm. 

The SonRise Singers assist at worship on the first 
and second Sundays of the month.  This choir 
prepares a simple unison anthem and rehearses 
just prior to the Sunday service. Rehearsals are at 
8:45am. If you have wanted to sing in the choir but 
find singing in harmonies a challenge, Join us 
Sunday at 8:45. 

Supporting Messiah’s ministry has never been 
easier!  In fact, each time you search the 
internet, you can generate important revenue 
for Messiah.  By using a Yahoo-powered 
internet search engine called Goodsearch, a 
small donation will be made to Messiah, via 
check once a year.  All you need to do is visit 
www.goodsearch.org to register and don’t 
forget to select Messiah Lutheran Church as 
your charity of choice.  You surf, and the work 
of the kingdom receives needed 
revenue.  Please Goodsearch today!  If we all 
switch search engines, and search a lot, the 
benefit possibilities are limitless. Join 
GoodSearch today !  

Annual Contribution 
Statements for 2021 
have been mailed this 
past week. If you find 
that you still need a 
statement, please call Scott in the parish 
office when he returns from vacation, 
Monday JAN 31st. If you have questions 
regarding your statement, please see Dennis 
Allen.  
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OFFERING ENVELOPES  
FOR 2022 HAVE BEEN 

DELAYED    

 

Please use the white offering envelopes in the 
pew racks to make your Sunday offering.  The 
envelope boxes that have been on order for over 
two months have been delayed due to paper 
shortages and will not arrive until the end of 
January or mid February.  Print your name on the 
envelope if it is not on your check and ensure that 
designated giving is clearly indicated on the 
envelope or the check memo line.  There will be 
an announcement when the boxed envelopes 
arrive.  Thank you. 

A New Member Orientation Session has been 
scheduled for Sunday, February 20th, 
following the 9:30am Service. We will gather 
to reflect on what it means to be a Lutheran, 
and learn a bit more about Messiah. New 
Members are invited to register by visiting our 
website, www.messiahnfm.com, where you 
will click on the New Member Orientation 
button in the Registration Links Section on the 
homepage, or by phoning the parish office, 
239-995-0133, during business hours. New 
Members will be formally received into the 
congregation on Sunday, March 6th, at the 
9:30am Service. (Please see the corrected date) 

Pastor Richard Leseganich is planning a 
new Conversations with the Pastor series. 
This will be a monthly gathering via ZOOM, 
to discuss an article from our 
denominational magazine, Living Lutheran. 
The articles will be available to download 
from our website to read prior to the 
session. At the ZOOM gathering, the 
participants will discuss the article. Select 
your favorite beverage and join in the 
conversations. The first session will be at 
6:00pm on Tuesday, January 27th. Copies 
of the article to be discussed are available 
on the website in the INFO CENTER. 
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 Conversion of Paul 
Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now 
comes to an end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar 
of the early church, the apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ 
turned him from persecutor of the followers of Christ to one of their leaders. 

 Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 
These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle 
Paul. Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was 
imprisoned with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake. 

 Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 
Thursday, January 27, 2022 
Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, 
as demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of 
purple goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable 
works; and Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae. 

 Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 
Friday, January 28, 2022 
One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, 
Aquinas worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A 
member of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a 
hymnwriter. 

Commemorations this Week 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be 
broadcast via Facebook Live on the Messiah 
Lutheran Church Channel. You may view the 
meeting in real-time as it is being held. There will 
be no archived copy kept on Facebook, this will 
be a LIVE event ONLY.  Livestream viewers will 
not be able to participate in or vote at the 
meeting. 
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The Eternal Candle  
 

For the Month of January 2022 
The Eternal Candle Burns 

for the Intentions of 
 

 Pearl Slusher  
 

Worship  - Next Weekend 
January 30, 2022 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 

1Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Altar Flowers  

For the Week of January 23, 2022 
Altar Flowers are 

 

Placed In Loving Memory Of: 
 

Robert Prettyman 
 

Requested by: 

Edith Anderson 
 

Celebrations This Week 
January 24 — January 30 

Sign In, Please... 
In each row is a small notepad in a 
red or brown portfolio cover with 
attendance forms for your use at 
each service. Please take a 
moment to write your complete 
name legibly Please make sure the 
date/time box is filled in at the top right with 
the service you are attending. 

January 24 
Dennis Drake 

 

January 26 
Deacon John Renfroe 

 

January 27 
Pr. Peter Nelson 

 

January 28 
Bill Ransom 
Joanne Rush 

 

January 30 
Joseph Kaye 

January 17 
Robert and Nancy Magaw 

 
 

 
Barnabas Donations for 

the First Quarter of 2022 
Support the work and mission of: 
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Servants in Worship This Week 

Service Cantor Lector Altar Guild 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Bill McBride Edith Anderson Christine Prestella 

    

Presiding Minister Organist  Livestream 

Pastor Richard Leseganich Deacon John Renfroe 
 Sean Thompson 

Dennis Allen 

Service Ushers/Greeters 
Communion  

Assistants 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Joyce Ransom—Bill Ransom 
Gretchen Hawk—Doreen Podber 

Phyllis Roberts 
Charlene Frantz 

Attendance and Stewardship—Last Week 

 2022 

In-Person Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

41 189  230 

2021 

Drive-Thru Livestream 
Worship 

Totals 

68 96 164 

Fund Donations 

General Operating Fund: $1,981.34 

Kids Connection Year End Gift $50,000.00 

Bootstrap Ministries: $20.00 

Livestream Support: $10.01 

Facility Use Donations: $180.00 

  

The Immerse Bible Book Club will 
meet on Monday, February 7th. 
We will be picking up with Week 9-
10, finishing our look at Jeremiah, 
in the 16-week reading plan, 
discussing Jeremiah. The reading 
preparation includes pp. 242-310 
in the printed book. 

In the near future, the Barnabas 
Jars will be replaced by 
Barnabas Donation Boxes. 
Please be on the lookout for the 
updated donation collection 
boxes on the usher’s tables at 
the entrances to the Sanctuary. 
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(S) Sanctuary   (FH) Fellowship Hall    (FC) Family Center  (GR) Green Meeting Room 
(BL) Bell Choir Room    (OS) Off-Site    (MLCW) MLCW Room in Family Center    (MG) Memorial Garden 

(CR) Conference Room    (CH) Choir Room    (PO) Pastor’s Office    (WR) Workroom   (ZM) Zoom 

DAY TIME EVENT 

Monday 
January 24 

  

  
  
4:30pm 
7:00pm 

  
  
Bootstrap Ministry Take-Out Meal (FC) 
Compassionate Friends Network—(FC) 

Tuesday 
January 25 

Conversion of Paul 

 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 

 
Conversations with the Pastor—(ZM) 
Boy Scouts (FC) 

Wednesday  
January 26 

Timothy, Titus and Silas 

10:00am 
1:00pm 
 

  
4pm-6pm  
  

7:00pm 
7:00pm 

Bible Study: The Books of the Apocrypha—(FH) 
Sip ‘N’ Munch—Duffy’s Sports Grill—(OS) 
                             627 Cape Coral Pkwy, W., Cape Coral FL 33914 
  

 Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 
  

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—(S) 
“Walk With Purpose” - Men’s AA Group (FC) 

Thursday 
January 27 

Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe 

9:30am 
  
4:30pm 
7:00pm 

Bulletin Assembly—(WR/FH) 
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal—(S) 
Cub Scouts—(FH) 

Friday 
January 28 

  

1pm-4pm 
   

Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 

Saturday 
January 29 

  

  
 
 7:00pm 

  
 
Living Sober Open AA Group—(FC) 

Sunday 
January 30, 2022 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30am 
 
 
After 
Services 

In-Person Worship—Festival of The Baptism of Our Lord   
Livestream on the MLC Church Channel on Facebook 
 
IN-PERSON ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
Livestream on the MLC Church Channel on Facebook 
(This is a LIVE event only, no archived video will be available on Facebook) 


