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Volume 45  - Issue 01  We have found the Messiah                           John 1:41 

Sunday—January 2, 2022 Epiphany of Our Lord 

Matthew’s account is a dramatic 
presentation of the truth that is spoken in 
the reading from Ephesians: that the 
Gentiles are “heirs with us, members of the 
same body,” and partakers of the promise 
in Christ Jesus. Traditionally, the Gentiles 
were excluded from the promise to Israel 
through Abraham. Thus they were thought 
to be alienated from God. Matthew’s magi 
represent the Gentiles—they come from 
the East and they receive a revelation from 
nature—and they are portrayed as the first 
to pay homage to the king of the Jews. The 
impenetrable wall between Jew and 
Gentile has been overcome. God’s 
salvation is for all the world. Epiphany is a 
celebration of the unfathomable gift of the 
birth of Jesus—and of the new possibilities 
that exist for the human race because of 
this gift of God to us. 

—Kathleen Cannon, O.P. 
 

[Kathleen Cannon, O.P., in Homilies for the Christian People, p 394.] 

Happy New Year! 
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Stephen Leaders   

Dennis Allen dennis.allen@messiahnfm.org 

Jaycine Lester jaycine.lester@messiahnfm.org 

Scott VanBaaren scott.vanbaaren@messiahnfm.org 

Jini Wydler jini.wydler@messiahnfm.org 

Stephen Ministers 

Karen Jasper 

Melissa Kennedy 

Arlene McCarthy 

Pat Yost 

Pressure: a burdensome, 
distressing or weighty condition 

Are you feeling pressure right now? Is it 
affecting your health, your attitude, or your 
relationships with you family and friends? 
Would you like to have someone to talk to, 
just to help you get through the next 
month or two? Our Stephen Ministers can 
help, contact one of the Stephen Leaders 
listed below.   

If you feel you are being called to become a 
Stephen Minister, the Stephen Leaders 
would be happy to speak with you about 
the program. Reach out TODAY! 

Coming January 19, 2022, is a study of 

Wisdom Literature, also known as The 

Apocrypha, or teachings of the wise men. 

We will meet on Wednesdays at 10:00am 

in the Fellowship Hall, as an in-person 

Bible study. Led by Darlene Renfroe, this 

scripture is designated as “between 

times” reading, how to conduct oneself 

while waiting for the Messiah. We are 

asking for pre-registration for this Bible 

study so we know how many copies of 

the Apocrypha need to be ordered. There 

is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall to 

indicate that you wish to participate, 

alternatively you may phone the parish 

office, M-F—9a-3p, to add your name to 

the list.  See You There ! 

The SonRise Singers assist at worship on the 
first and second Sundays of the month.  This 
choir prepares a simple unison anthem and 
rehearses just prior to the Sunday service. 
Rehearsals are at 8:45am. If you have wanted 
to sing in the choir but find singing in 
harmonies a challenge, Join us Sunday at 8:45. 

mailto:dennis.allen@messiahnfm.org
mailto:Jaycine.lester@messiahnfm.org
mailto:scott.vanbaaren@messiahnfm.org
mailto:jini.wydler@messiahnfm.org
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With thanks for your generosity, we now have 

an abundance of plastic shopping bags. In 

order to turn the shopping bags into Sleeping 

Mats for the Homeless, we need to turn the 

bags into plarn so that the mats can be 

crocheted. If you have some spare time and 

wish to learn how to turn the bags into plarn, 

stop in the office M-F, 9a-3p, for instructions. 

THANK YOU ! 

PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS 

Join us for “Sip ‘n’ Munch. This “self-led”  
group of parishioners will gather weekly, on 
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm, for polite 
conversation and light refreshments. For 
more information, you may email Linda 
Siracusa at lpsiracusa@yahoo.com or David 
Gilbert at gilbertd245@gmail.com.   A 
schedule for the next few weeks is provided 
here for your reference. 

 

Wednesday—January 5, 2022 
Bread Pete 

4402 DelPrado Blvd, S.  
Cape Coral FL 33904 

 

Wednesday—January 12, 2022 
First Round Draft 

1217 DelPrado Blvd, S.  
Cape Coral FL 33990 

 

Wednesday—January 19, 2022 
Big Storm Brewery 
4721 SE 10th Place 

Cape Coral FL 33904 
 

Wednesday—January 26, 2022 
Duffy’s Sports Grill 

627 Cape Coral Pkwy, W 
Cape Coral FL 33914 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All are invited to join the group. No pre-
registration is required. You can just show up 

for conversation and goodies at 1:00pm. 

It’s time, once again, to call upon our Office 

Helpers to cover the office while Deacon 

Scott is away on a vacation break. Scott will 

be away January 20-30. There are two shifts 

daily Monday through Friday, 9a-12p and 

12p-3p.  A sign-up sheet is located on the 

tables in the Fellowship Hall to reserve a 

space to help in the office. If you are new to 

volunteering to assist in the office, Deacon 

Scott will be happy to show you the office 

and go over duties in-person during the 

beginning of January. Pr. Rich and Deacon 

John will appreciate your help in keeping the 

office running smoothly.  Thanks in advance 

for your willingness to help out ! 

OFFICE ASSISTANCE NEEDED 
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We value the opportunity to offer prayer and 
support when you are a patient in the 
hospital.  When we are present, we can offer 
gifts of healing through conversation, prayer, 
anointing, and the sacrament.  It is a joy to 
spend these times with you. 
 

You are a partner with us in providing spiritual 
care.  At present, changes to the Lee Health 
patient database have altered the information 
Pastor Rich and Deacon John may access, 
specifically the religion code you have in your 
file as a patient. Unless you specifically put 
Messiah as your congregation, they will not be 
able to see your information. In discerning 
best practices, your notification to the parish 
office would be appreciated. It would help us 
greatly and ensure that you are visited when 
you are in the hospital or seek pastoral care. 
Appropriate means of communicating your 
spiritual needs are by telephoning the church 
office at 239-995-0133 or using the visitation 
form on our website, which can be found 
at www.messiahnfm.com.   

Supporting Messiah’s ministry has never been 
easier!  In fact, each time you search the 
internet, you can generate important revenue for 
Messiah.  By using a Yahoo-powered internet 
search engine called Goodsearch, a small 
donation will be made to Messiah, via check once 
a year.  All you need to do is visit 
www.goodsearch.org to register and don’t forget 
to select Messiah Lutheran Church as your 
charity of choice.  You surf, and the work of the 
kingdom receives needed revenue.  Please 
Goodsearch today!  If we all switch search 
engines, and search a lot, the benefit possibilities 
are limitless. Join GoodSearch today ! The 
supporters of MLC on GoodSearch generated 
$43.77 during 2021. The more folks that set up 
GoodSearch as their search engine and MLC as 
the charity of choice, the more pennies get 
added to our account and the 2022 check can be 
even bigger.  
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As quickly as it came upon us, it 
is now time to plan on undoing 
all of the festive decorations in 
the Sanctuary. Holiday 
Undecorating Help Needed:  
Tuesday, January  4th and 
Tuesday, January 11th from 
12:30pm to 3:00pm.  

Those who made a Christmas Poinsettia dedication 

can take their plant home after service today. Thank 

you to all who made a dedication donation. and our 

thanks to Aris Horticulture/Keepsake Plants® of Alva 

for allowing us to purchase our beautiful poinsettia 

plants from their greenhouses again this year.  

4 
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 Sunday, January 2, 2022 
Johann Konrad Wilhelm Löhe, Renewer of the Church, died 1872 
A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to enliven the 
church with the eucharist at its center, from which would flow evangelism and 
social ministry. He sent pastors to North America, Australia, New Guinea, 
Brazil, and the Ukraine.  

Commemorations this Week 

The Messiah Staff: Pr. Richard Leseganich, Deacon John 
Renfroe, Deacon Scott VanBaaren, Judy King and Sean 
Thompson wish to thank the congregation for their abundant 
generosity this year. The Staff Christmas Gifts are much 
appreciated. A most sincere thank you goes to each member 
for their contributions, whether they were expressed 
monetarily or by prayers for the staff. Your warmhearted 
lovingkindness was felt by all. May God reward you and we 
wish you peace in the New Year ! 

OFFERING ENVELOPES  
FOR 2022 HAVE BEEN 

DELAYED    

 

Please use the white offering envelopes in the 
pew racks to make your Sunday offering.  The 
envelope boxes that have been on order for over 
two months have been delayed due to paper 
shortages and will not arrive until the end of 
January or mid February.  Print your name on the 
envelope if it is not on your check and ensure that 
designated giving is clearly indicated on the 
envelope or the check memo line.  There will be 
an announcement when the boxed envelopes 
arrive.  Thank you. 
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The Eternal Candle  
 

For the Month of January 2022 
The Eternal Candle Burns 

for the Intentions of 
 

 Pearl Slusher  
 

Worship  - Next Weekend 
January 9, 2022 

Festival of The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29 

Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17,21-22 

 

Liturgical Color: White 

Altar Flowers  

For the Week of January 2, 2022 
Altar Flowers are 

 

Placed In Thanksgiving For: 
 

Marcie and Rich Leseganich 
 

Requested by: 

Pr. Richard Leseganich 
 

Celebrations This Week 
January 3 — January 9 

Sign In, Please... 
In each row is a small notepad in a 
red or brown portfolio cover with 
attendance forms for your use at 
each service. Please take a 
moment to write your complete 
name legibly Please make sure the 
date/time box is filled in at the top right with 
the service you are attending. 

January 3 
Melissa Kennedy 

Diana Taylor 
 

January 4 
Lisa Drake 

 

January 5 
Barbara Pollitt 
Joyce Ransom 

 

January 9 
Phyllis Godschalk 
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Servants in Worship This Week 

Service Cantor Lector Altar Guild 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Scott VanBaaren Bill Ransom Charlene Frantz 

    

Presiding Minister Organist Assisting 

Pastor Richard Leseganich Deacon John Renfroe Deacon Scott VanBaaren 

Service Ushers/Greeters 
Communion  

Assistants 

Sunday 
9:30am 

Charlene Frantz—Carl Schroeder 
Phyllis Roberts—Louise Gaumer 

John Baskin 
Bill Ransom 

Attendance and Stewardship—Last Week 

2020 
In-Person Online Worship Total Midweek  

 61  125 186   72  

This Year 
Sun 9:30am Online Worship Total  Midweek 

84   109  193 Usher Count  95 

Signed  
Attendance Register 

 

70     

 General Funds: $7,644.61 Bootstrap Min: $260.00 Concert Series: $10.00 

Guest Musician: $35.00 Bell Choir: $10.00 Staff Christmas: $300.00 

 

Year Christmas Eve 
In-Person 

Christmas Eve 
Online 

Christmas Day 
In-Person 

Christmas Day 
Online  

Christmas 
Total 

This Year 
2021 192 230 55 148 625 

Last Year 
2020 135 182 62 109 488 

Christmas Worship 

First Sunday of Christmas 
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(S) Sanctuary   (FH) Fellowship Hall    (FC) Family Center  (GR) Green Meeting Room 
(BL) Bell Choir Room    (OS) Off-Site    (MLCW) MLCW Room in Family Center    (MG) Memorial Garden 

(CR) Conference Room    (CH) Choir Room    (PO) Pastor’s Office    (WR) Workroom   (ZM) Zoom 

DAY TIME EVENT 

Monday 
January 3 

  

 
 
4:30pm 

 STAFF HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Bootstrap Ministry Take-Out Meal (FC) 
  

Tuesday 
January 4 

   

12:30pm  
 
7:00pm 

 New Year’s Elves—Removal of the Greens (S/CR) 
 
Boy Scouts (FC) 

Wednesday  
January 5 

  

1:00pm 
 

  
3:00pm 
4pm-6pm  
  

  
7:00pm 

Sip ‘N’ Munch—Bread Pete—(OS) 
                             4402 DelPrado Blvd, S., Cape Coral FL 33904 
 

Worship and Music Committee—(FH) 
Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 
  

  
“Walk With Purpose” - Men’s AA Group (FC) 

Thursday 
January 6 

  

9:30am 
 
4:30pm 
7:00pm 

 Bulletin Assembly—(WR/FH) 
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal—(S) 
Cub Scouts—(FH) 

Friday 
January 7 

1pm-4pm 
   

Rehearsal Time—Sanctuary Occupied (S) 

Saturday 
January 8 

  

All Day 
 
 7:00pm 

Deadline for Material for the Annual Report 
 
Living Sober Open AA Group—(FC) 

Sunday 
January 9, 2022 

Baptism of Our Lord 

8:45am 
9:30am 

SonRise Singers—(S) 
In-Person Worship—Festival of The Baptism of Our Lord   
Livestream on the MLC Church Channel on Facebook 


