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Especially for Our Worship Guests… 
 

Because we are a caring family of God centered in the Good News of Jesus… 
 

 We welcome you to today’s worship and the Lord’s Supper.              
 Note: non-communing children are invited forward for a blessing. 
 We encourage you to sign our pew register and, if you are a first time 

visitor, to identify yourself during the announcements when we recognize 
first time visitors.  

 We encourage families to participate in worship and we provide activity 
bags of quiet toys for children to use.   

 We hope you will consider joining Messiah if you are looking for a new 
church home. 

 We would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please speak 
to one of the ushers or the pastor after worship. We also have printed 
materials we can offer you. 

 

For Everyone... 
 Messiah offers hearing assistance devices for worship. If you would like a 

device, please speak with an usher.  
 On the Usher’s table are a variety of resources to help you, including copies 

of the Midweek Update (our electronic newsletter); Christ in Our Home, a 
daily devotional booklet; and our church newsletter.  Other resources are 
available on the tables in the Fellowship Hall.  Please ask for assistance if 
you do not see what you need.  

 
 

Messiah is a welcoming and caring family of God  
centered in the Good News of Jesus.   

Our mission is to educate, equip, and energize believers  
to serve as disciples engaged in mission. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23303. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Other music reprinted by permission under OneLicense#A710459 and/or CCLI#20011506. 

Individual acknowledgement printed beneath each song reprinted. 
Graphics other than those from Sundays and Seasons are reprinted under license from ChurchArt#74039994.  
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Epiphany of Our Lord 
Sunday — January 2, 2022 — 9:30 am 

Introduction  

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) continues the Christmas season with a 
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and 
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star 
that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God 
who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons 
of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.  

Prelude As With Gladness Saints of Old 

setting by: Flor Peeters 
John Renfroe, organ  

Welcome and Announcements  

Please rise as you are able. 
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We Gather in Joy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who sends the word with angels, 
 who is made flesh among all peoples, 
 and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
C Amen. 
 
P In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.  
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Holy God, 
C we confess our sin before you. 
 We replace compassion with competition. 
 We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
 We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
 We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
 Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
 Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
 that all we do, in word or deed, 
 may reflect your love born among us. 
 Amen. 
 
P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
 God has come among us 
 in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 
 ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 
 and you are clothed in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310 
 SALZBURG 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 
 GLORIA 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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P Let us pray 
 O God, on this day  
 you revealed your Son to the nations  
 by the leading of a star.  
 Lead us now by faith  
 to know your presence in our lives,  
 and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

We Hear God’s Word 

First Reading Is. 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is 
in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming 
to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.  

Prayer of the Day  

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
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 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm  Every Nation On Earth Will Adore You  Joncas 
Psalm 72 

Reprint Permission: One License #A710459, Song #70748. 
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A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.  
 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him.  
 

L Word of God, Word of Life.  
C Thanks be to God.     Please rise as you are able. 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul 
and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.  

Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12 
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Gospel Acclamation Angels We Have Heard on HIgh ELW 289 
 GLORIA 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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D   A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 2nd Chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road.  
 

D The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ                                                                           Please be seated. 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers 
from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.  

Homily Rev. Richard Leseganich 

Please rise as you are able. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1-12 
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Hymn of the Day The First Noel ELW 300 
                                                                    THE FIRST NOWELL 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 



13 

 

The Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please offer a verbal offer of peace to those nearest to you. 
 

Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  

Apostles’ Creed 
D Christ was revealed to the nations by the light of a star. Amid the brightness of the 
 glory of the newborn Messiah, let us proclaim our faith : 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

D Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
 space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

 The congregation responds to each proclaimed intention. 
 

D Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

P  Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 
 confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C Amen. 
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We Share in the Meal 

Offering Received  
 

Come, Beloved of the Maker 
  Susan and David Cherwien 

The SonRise Singers  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Stand, as you are able. 

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, 1953 
Music: JILL, David Cherwien, b.1957 
Text: ©2001, Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Music: ©2002, Augsburg Fortress 
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song# 60829. 

Offertory As With Gladness ELW 302 
 DIX vs. 3 

Reprint permission: The Public Domain. 
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Offering Prayer  

D   Let us pray.  
 Gracious God, 
 your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
 As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
 prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
 you offer at this table 
 and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
 in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
 in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
 and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 

Sanctus Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 2 
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Eucharistic Prayer  (Epiphanytide) 

P Blessed are you, O holy God: 
 you are the Life and Light of all. 
 By your powerful word you created all things. 
 Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
 

 Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
 He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
 and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 
 his preaching and healing, 
 his dying and rising, 
 and his promise to come again, 
 we await that day when all the universe 
 will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 

 By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
 that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
 we may be light for the world, 
 revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
C Amen 



18 

 

Invitation to Communion  

P In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
 come and see what God makes known for you. 
 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Reception of  Holy Communion  

OPTION 1 
Holy Communion is distributed by the means of intinction. As you approach the minister, you 
will receive the Body of Christ, the communion host in the palm of your hand. Should you 
desire to receive the Blood of Christ, you may next approach the minister of the cup where you 
will dip, or instinct, the host in the wine and then partake of Holy Communion. 
 

OPTION 2 
For those Wishing to Receive Communion by the Pre-Packaged Communion Kit,  you will have 
picked up the kit when you entered church today.  Please remain in your places. You may now 
partake of Holy Communion  

Agnus Dei Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
                                                                     MENDELSSOHN                                                                      vs. 3 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Communion Hymn Brightest and Best of the Stars of Morning ELW 303 
MORNING STAR 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Communion Hymn What Child Is This ELW 296 
GREENSLEEVES 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ   
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Table Blessing  

Canticle Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288 
                                                                     IN DULCI JUBILO                                                                     vs. 1 

Reprint Permission: The Public Domain 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

D Let us pray. 
 We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
 God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
 As we have shared this feast of love, 
 strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

We are Sent to Serve 

Blessing 
 
P May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
 the obedience of Joseph,  
 the joy of the angels,  
 the eagerness of the shepherds,  
 the determination of the magi,  
 and the peace of the Christ Child.  
 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son,  
 and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn This Little Light of Mine ELW 677 
 THIS JOY 

Reprint Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #01998 

Dismissal 
 

D Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
 God Rest You Merry  

setting by: Wilbur Held 
John Renfroe, organ 

God Rest You Merry,  
Arr.: Wilbur Held From: Six Carol Settings  
©1970 Concordia Publishing House.  
Podcast Permission: OneLicense #A710459, Song #114839. 


