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Romans 8:18-23 
 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared 
to the glory he will reveal to us later. 19 For all 
creation is waiting eagerly for that future day 
when God will reveal who his children really 

are. 20 Against its will, all creation was 
subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope,



21 the creation looks forward to the day when it 
will join God’s children in glorious freedom 

from death and decay. 22 For we know that all 
creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time. 23 And 
we believers also groan, even though we have 

the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future 
glory, for we long for our bodies to be released 

from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager 
hope for the day when God will give us our full 

rights as his adopted children, including the 
new bodies he has promised us. 



“Why do bad things happen to good people?”  

“How can a loving God allow suffering and 
evil to continue?” 

“Where is God when tragedy strikes?”



There are many examples in the Bible of godly 
people who suffered for various reasons. 

Joseph 
David 

Jeremiah 
Paul 

…and of course… 

Jesus Christ



What is the cause of suffering? 

Where did suffering come from?



Gen. 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth.”  
 27  So God created man in his own image,  

in the image of God he created him;  
male and female he created them.  

28 And God blessed them. 



Gen. 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep 
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 

that you eat of it you shall surely die.”



Gen. 3:1-9 

From the moment that Adam and Eve 
rebelled against God in the Garden of Eden, 
all of creation has been under the curse of sin.



Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the 
world through one man, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all 
sinned…



Romans 5:15 But the free gift is not like the 
trespass. For if many died through one man’s 

trespass, much more have the grace of God and 
the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus 

Christ abounded for many.


