
 

                       First Christian Church 
     (Disciples of Christ)    

                                                        
Church Telephone/Fax: (919) 735-3092   Minister’s Cell: (919) 920-4192 
Church email: fccgb1609@gmail.com      Minister’s email: pbziemer@gmail.com      

  
Visit us online at www.firstchristiangoldsboro.org  this week for 
sermon videos, devotional materials, and Holy Week Services on 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
 

Weekly Conference Calls 
 Sunday at 10:00 AM, Tuesday night at 8:00 PM and Thursday at 2:00 
PM. NOTE THAT ON TUESDAY NIGHT, APRIL 14, our Board will be on 

the Conference call, so we won’t have our regular call that night. 
Here is all you do: Dial 712-770-5505 and then wait for instructions to 

enter access code, which is 300904# 
Administration will meet via our Conference Call on Wednesday night, 
April 8, at 7:00 PM 

 
Sermon for Palm Sunday   “Laying It All Down”       April 5, 2020 
This may be the Palm Sunday we remember long after we have 
forgotten many others. Just as John the Baptist cried out, “Prepare 
the way of the Lord,” here we are with Jesus at the end of his life, 
preparing the way for him to finish the work he was sent to accomplish 
(Mark 1:3). This year, we are invited to prepare the path for Jesus to 
come not only into Jerusalem, but also into our homes and hearts, as we 
place our branches up the sidewalks to our houses, crying “Hosanna, 
Lord, save us.”  Today, we join the voices of many who went before us, 
laying down their lives before the One whose life, death and 
resurrection will give us new lives. 
First, you and I must decide who will take the reins of our lives and 
who will reign over our lives. Jesus asks his disciples to go into the 
village and untie a donkey and colt they will find there and bring them 
back for him to use. As Jesus enters from one side of the city, 
thousands of Roman soldiers, their hands firmly on the reins of 
decorated stallions perhaps requisitioned for Rome, march from the 
other side. They have come to keep the peace, ironically through 
military might. In contrast is the humble picture of Jesus on this 
donkey which Jesus borrows, rather than “takes.”  Just as Jesus’ 
disciples untie these animals and bring them to Jesus, may we 
surrender our lives to his providence. These bound animals are a lot like 
all of us, sometimes tied up or tethered by our own instincts and 
weakness.  Yet, unlike the hordes of animals Rome repurposed to 
protect its might, we have a choice. Which side will we enter from? 

http://www.firstchristiangoldsboro.org/


Who will we choose to follow? Will we release the “reins” of our lives to 
Jesus?  Jesus’ procession into Jerusalem, for some, was a coronation 
march.  History suggests there have been over 30 political riots in the 
recent years leading up to this entry into Jerusalem. Some of Jesus’ 
followers, particularly the Zealots, wanted him to be this kind of 
conquering hero. Some in this crowd have come to hail Jesus as the 
king who will drive out Rome and reign with an iron fist, but that is not 
the kind of king Jesus chooses to be.  May we choose not the peace we 
want, but the peace Jesus chooses. Whether the enemy lurking just at 
the edge of our borders is COVID or a cohort of soldiers won’t matter 
if we hand over the power and direction of our lives to the One who 
gives life. On this Palm Sunday, we can come to Jesus with this humble 
prayer, “Hosanna!  Come and save us by reigning over us in the way you 
choose.”  

On Palm Sunday, the followers of Jesus also laid down their cloaks and 
clothes. Some of you included clothes in your Palm Sunday pictures. 
When we lay down our clothes, we join countless others in the Biblical 
text before us whose experiences left them naked and vulnerable. 
Maybe like Adam and Eve, you have trembled with shame, grabbing 
whatever leaves you could find to cover yourselves. Maybe like Moses 
you have been fearful of the challenge before you. Moses doubted he 
could free countless slaves from Egyptian power until God said, “Moses, 
put your hand inside your cloak.” When he did, it was covered in 
leprosy, but when he brought it out again, it was clean. Maybe like the 
patriarch Joseph, you have known what it’s like to be covered in your 
family’s favor, sporting a coat of many colors, only to have it stripped 
away by the betrayal of those you trusted. And maybe, like Joseph’s 
father, Jacob, you ripped your garment when you heard your son was 
gone, believing he was lost to you forever. Maybe even now in our 
secure lives, we are tempted to ignore the many who are pawning their 
clothes, watches, rings or other accessories because they have lost 
their jobs and need to hear once more the Word of God from Exodus 
22:26: “If you take your neighbor’s cloak in pawn, because he was poor 
and desperate for money, had sold it, you shall return it to him before 
the sun goes down.” We lay our cloaks down before the one who called 
us from selfishness and greed, to offer the one asking for our coats, 
our cloaks as well. We lay them down before the one who has the power 
to clothe us righteousness. 
Today we lay down our cloaks with joy! We praise God for choosing to 
cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness with animal skins, for choosing to save 
Moses from leprosy, for choosing, not only to restore Joseph to his 
family, but to use him to save all the known world from famine. May we 
lay down our cloaks with the same faith of the woman who believed 



that if she touched even the fringe of Jesus’ garment, she would be 
healed (Mark 5, Matthew 9, Luke 8). Along with our cloaks, may we lay 
down our fears, our self-absorption, our doubts that Jesus has the 
power to save. As we lay down our cloaks, we cry too, “Lord have mercy, 
give us eyes to see you as you come into Jerusalem on this holy week, 
to see you not as we hope you will come, but as you hope to come, not as 
we hope you will be, but as you are. We lay down our blinders and masks 
as well as our cloaks. We pull away all the coverings we hide under and 
ask you to see us as we are. We lay lives before you, crying, “Hosanna, 
come and save us again!”  
I cannot resist telling a story from Ernie White I often recount on this 
day.  One Palm Sunday, a little boy was sick and stayed home while his 
dad went to worship. When the father returned with a palm branch, 
the boy asked why he had it, and the dad answered, “Well, son, when 
Jesus came into town, everyone waved palm branches to honor him so 
we got palm branches today.” The little boy signed, “Ah, the one 
Sunday I miss is the Sunday Jesus shows up!” Though we are not 
showing up at our church building at 1609 E. Ash St. in Goldsboro, 
Christ is here among us as we gather in Spirit! 
Just as the palm tree was a sign that God’s people might flourish under 
God’s care through years of hardship, we wave our branches now, 
proclaiming God’s providence in trying times. In breaking branches 
from our own yards to lay down before Christ, we join that great 
company before us who tore the limbs from palm trees -or whatever 
desert foliage they could find- and waved them in hopeful praise during 
challenging times. Some broken branch, some piece of wood, was 
transformed into Moses’ rod, and today we remember the day around 
1200 BC when Moses extended his rod to part the waters of the Red 
(Reed) Sea, allowing many slaves to make their way to freedom.  Today 
as we raise our branches, we remember the way God used a branch to 
sweeten bitter waters so those thirsty in the wilderness could drink or 
the story of the way God led his people through the wilderness to Elim 
where they were sustained by 70 palm trees and 12 wells of water 
(Exodus 15:22-27). Today we join those Jews welcoming Jesus into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, who every year during the Festival of 
Booths, used the branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and 
willows of the brook to build and live in tents for seven days in order to 
reenact with joy the way God saved them in a wilderness they never 
thought they’d make it through! (Leviticus 23:40). Israel’s ancestors 
also waved their palms in gratitude for being forgiven after the priest 
Aaron, with the blood of the sacrifice and oil sprinkled upon him, stood 
in for the people, covering their sin. With this great company, we wave 
our branches today, longing to be forgiven and to stand right before 



God.  Today, we wave our branches praising God for the One who 
became our High Priest and presented to the world a sacrificial love 
powerful enough to reconcile us back to God and each other. We wave 
our branches in gratitude for the Good Shepherd whose rod and staff 
comfort and protect us. Are you overwhelmed with waters than 
threaten to engulf you, or weary from wells that are too dry? Do you 
seek comfort and protection? Are you longing to be forgiven or 
grateful you have been? Join a great company crying, “Hosanna! Blessed 
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna, come and save 
us again.”  

On this Palm Sunday, we also join a chorus even more glorious than 
those of the biblical text -the voices of all creation. In Luke 19: 39, 
the Pharisees tell Jesus to silence those praising him with shouts of 
”Hosanna,” to which Jesus replies in verse 40: “If they remain silent, 
the very stones will cry out.” This may be good news for those who feel 
like a stone right now, those whose faith is inert, those who are unable 
to move, those who are somehow stuck. If God has the power to stir 
these stones into a chorus of praise, our Creator surely has the power 
to reanimate our faith and to reinvigorate our hope! 

 We, together with all creation represented by the donkey, palm tree, 
and stone, await God’s freedom. A humble creature, plant and stone 
take their parts serving and praising Jesus as he begins his final week 
on earth. So should we! 

So, let Christ have the reins of your life and let him reign over your 
life! As we lay down our cloaks and all the ways we try to hide our 
nakedness or mask our motives, may we remember the one who was 
stripped and mocked with a crown of thorns. As we lay down our 
branches, may we remember the tree stripped and hewn into the Cross 
he will be laid upon. 
 As we lay cloaks and branches before him, may we lay down whatever 
we need to let go of before the one who will not let us go: our illusions 
of the power we need, our tendency to make false promises and our 
tendency to panic in whatever wilderness we face. We confess that like 
many who stood by Jesus on Palm Sunday yet abandoned him during his 
Passion, we too have left him to suffer alone. Let us remember to be 
present with Jesus Christ this week as he faces a wilderness we could 
never survive, yet in surviving, saves us from the brokenness of sin, 
covers us in mercy, and plants seeds of mercy within each of us which 
by God’s spirit, might blossom, flower, bear fruit, and flourish.  To the 
one true God, we raise our voices, “Hosanna! Thank you for coming as 
our Lord!” 
 



Prayers of the Parish:  Gracious God, we ask you to heal those who are sick, recovering, 
awaiting treatments, waiting for test results. Let us pray to the Lord: 
 
We ask that you keep us safe from COVID 19 and protect those who have lost their jobs or are 
facing other challenges associated with this. For these, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
We ask for wisdom and governance for such a time and for those who make decisions that affect 
so many – our own government leaders, CDC, WHO, and support agencies. For these, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
 
We ask you hear the requests of all our hearts, spoken and unspoken, (PLEASE name your own 
at home) and we ask all according to your will, covered by your grace and mercy and in the 
Name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Communion (You may pick up individual communion packs at the entry table at the 
parking lot entrance Mondays from 10 to 12 or Tuesdays from 10 to 12 or use your own 
bread and juice at home. You may also drop off your offerings at that time) 
 
Communion Meditation: Even though we are not gathered around one table, we are drawn by 
one Lord. This week when I saw in house dining was shut down and that all that was available 
was take out, I was reminded that we too will be “taking our” Lord’s supper in a new way. Just 
know we are one Body united by One Lord. At home, as you use one of the individual 
communion packs available for pick up or your own juice and bread, pause a moment to 
remember all your family communing with you at this moment in our hearts. 
 
Preparing the Lord’s Table with Our Offerings – In this time we are apart, please remember to 
share your offerings as regularly as you can by dropping them by the church office from 10 to 12 
on Monday or Tuesday of each week, or by calling Wanda for another time, or by mailing in. 
Wanda will make weekly deposits each week during this time on Wednesday afternoons. 
 
Words of Institution - On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took the bread and broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my Body broken for you. Eat this in remembrance of 
me.”  (COMMUNE)   In the same manner after supper, Jesus took the Cup and when he had 
blessed it, he gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my blood of a new covenant, poured out for 
you and for many, for the forgiveness of sin. Drink it in remembrance of him.”  (COMMUNE) 
 
Benediction Prayer:  Go in peace, go in safety, go in trust, go in grace. In the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
Announcements and Calendar  
Administration will meet via our Conference Call on Wednesday, April 8, at 
7:00 PM 
Board will meet via our Conference Call on Tuesday, April 14, at 8:00 PM 
Elders will meet Thursday, April 23, at 7:00 PM 
 
How will we worship together?  
  
Since we are trying to save on the cost of copying, our weekly sermons and 
worship services will be emailed out to those who have shared emails. Those who 
do not use emails may pick up printed copies by noon on Saturday. Some of our 
shut-ins who are unable to come by church will have these copies mailed to them 
on Friday afternoons. (IF YOU HAVE NOT SHARED A CURRENT EMAIL 
BUT HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS, PLEASE FORWARD THESE TO PENNY 
at pbziemer@gmail.com or text at 919-920-4192. 
 
 This service, except for the prayer list, will also be posted on our website each 
week, along with a video version of the sermon which will be linked to Facebook. 
During Holy Week, we will also have two other video services posted: a service 
you may use for Maundy Thursday and a service for Good Friday. 
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