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											Visit	us	online	at	
www.firstchristiangoldsboro.org		
this	week	for	videos	on	sermon,	
communion,	music,	and	scripture.		

                     		
						Weekly	Conference	Call	Times		
								Sundays	at	10:45	AM										
								Wednesdays	at	6:45	PM.		
	
											Here	is	all	you	do:	
				Dial	712-770-5505	and	then	wait	
for		instructions	to	enter	access	
code,	which	is	300904#	

		
							A	Word	from	Pastor	Tom	

Last month we talked about the 
difficulty of loneliness: how it can leave 
us depressed, isolated, feeling like we 
need something but not knowing how to 
ask for it, and we also spoke of God’s 
gift of friendship. This is the difficult 
side of being alone. Yet isolation can 
also be a blessing. It can be a chance to 
refocus your prayer life and give 
yourself the chance to make sure you are 
really communing with God, really 
opening your heart during times of 
prayer. It is a chance to ask: do I really 
feel the words I am saying? Do I really 
care for the neighbor I am praying 
about? It is a chance for renewal, for 
new life to find us while we are alone. 
Think of Daniel, praying alone in his 
upstairs room; think of Jesus, going 
alone up a mountain to be before the 
Father at night. They are examples of 
how times of isolation can be fruitful. 
May they be so for you, too. May you 
find the renewal of life that is always 
available to us, if only we choose to 
draw upon it. 
 

 
 

 
 

OUTSIDE GATHERING AT 
CHURCH  CONTINUES 
THROUGH OCTOBER 

 
   We were blessed to have wonderful 

outdoor services throughout the 
month of September. We continue 
to have beautiful piano music from 
Tom Casey (and also chimes!). 
Brantley Watkings, Linda McCoy, 
Bunkie Parker, Penny Ziemer, and 
George Thigpen have all lent us the 
enjoyment of their wonderful 
voices during our times of special 
music. We plan to continue having 
these outdoor gatherings for the 
month of October, beginning at 
9:30 AM. HOWEVER: There is a 
possibility we will push back 
Sunday morning services to 10:30 
AM so that weather will be 
warmer. There is also a possibility 
of indoor services sometime in the 
near future. PLEASE WATCH 
YOUR EMAILS TO SEE IF 
THE SERVICE IS MOVED. We 
will be wearing masks and 
practicing physical distancing. 
Online services and conference 
calls will continue as before, with 
the Sunday conference call at 10:45 
AM. 

				
				Thanks for your continuing 

faithfulness and devotion to the 
church and each other during 
these challenging times! We 
pray God will bless you in 
mind, body and spirit! 

	

	
	
PLEDGE	
Pledges	 are	 due	 October	 4th!	 If	 that	
snuck	 up	 on	 you,	 you	 are	 not	 alone.	
Make	sure	to	fill	out	your	pledge	so	that	
our	 Stewardship	 Committee	 can	 begin	
to	 plan	 next	 year’s	 budget,	 and	 thank	
you!	



 
SEPTEMBER	GIVING	
September	6th		 $4,763.00	
September	13th	 $2,718.00	
September	20th	 $1,975.00	
September	27th	 $1,550.00	
UCM		 	 	 $			125.00	
Reconciliation		 $					85.00	
BBQ	donations	 $1,000.00	
	
Special Offerings 
A huge ‘thank you!’ to everyone for 
your donations to our September special 
offering for the Reconciliation Ministry 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). We live in a world of racial 
division, and as Christians are working 
to make that Kingdom in which “all are 
one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). Results 
are located across the page.  
 

 
 
October Special Offering: Church 
World Service “Blanket Sunday” 
 
During the month of October, we will be 
receiving our annual special day offering 
to benefit the Church World Service 
Tools & Blankets program which we 
have traditionally called “Blanket 
Sunday.”  Through this program we 
remember and assist our less fortunate 
brothers and sisters around the world 
with our offering and the warmth of our 
love and prayers. 
 
Each $10 gift buys a warm blanket for 
someone in need who may be homeless 
or a victim of disaster, natural or 
manmade.  A blanket at the right time 
can make a world of difference in the 
lives of children and families faced with 
an emergency. A blanket can mean 
warmth, shelter, privacy, or a bed to 
someone in a crisis. 
 
Ten dollars is such an inexpensive way 
to get involved that children, families, 
circle groups, and individuals can all get 
involved.  And remember, it’s not just 

about feeling good.  It is about loving 
our neighbors around the world just as 
Jesus commanded.  Please give 
generously and give more than one 
blanket if you are able. 
 
	
	
Special	Mission	Offerings	through	

September	30	
Protestant	Preschool	$272.00	
Souper	Bowl	of	Caring	$216.58	
Week	of	Compassion	$664.00	
United	Church	Ministries	$470.00	
Easter	Special	Day	$480.00	
Pentecost	$120.00	
CWS	Hygiene	Kits	$295.00	
United	Church	Ministries	$1,215.00	
Reconciliation		$85.00	
	
Total	through	September	30			$3,817.58	
	

	

	
	

BBQ	Fundraiser	Delayed	
One	 of	 the	 many	 disappointments	 of	 this	
time	of	the	pandemic	is	that	we	have	had	to	
delay	 our	 BBQ	 fundraiser.	 As	 a	 Texan,	
Pastor	 Tom	 was	 looking	 forward	 to	 finally	
knowing	what	BBQ	is	supposed	to	taste	like.	
Because	of	the	delay	(until	at	least	spring	of	
next	year),	we	are	asking	that	you	DONATE	
what	you	would	normally	contribute	to	the	
BBQ	 to	 the	 church.	 It	 is	 difficult	 to	 raise	
money	 without	 our	 normal	 events—but	 if	
there	 is	 one	 church	 that	 can	 do	 it,	 First	
Christian	 can.	 A	 huge	 THANK	 YOU	 to	 the	
many	 who	 have	 already	 donated—and	 if	
you	haven’t	yet,	join	in!	
	

	
	

Children’s	Sabbath	
The	“Light	a	Candle	with	Children	Prayer	
Vigil”	began	this	year	on	Sept.	21	and	
continues	through	till	Children’s	Sabbath,	
which	will	be	Sunday	October	18.	Our	
church	has	been	abundantly	blessed	to	
have	Rev.	Dr.	Penny	B.	Ziemer’s	Children’s	
wonderful	Sabbath	meditations,	which	
feature	a	scripture,	a	prayer,	and	a	
reflection.	The	first	series	of	meditations	
has	been	sent	out	over	email,	and	the	next	
series	will	be	sent	out	October	7.	



	
Grace	 Price,	 	 Cheryl	 Griffin,	 Eloise	 Kleinert	 and	
family,	Mary	 Ethel	 Lewis,	 Joe	 Ben	 Sauls,	 	 G.	 A.	
and	Kathy	Spain,	June	Anderson,	Willie	and	Faye	
Rogers,	Rick	Rogers	(Faye	&	Willie	Rogers'	son),	
John	 and	 Becky	 Selzer	 and	 family,	 Rebecca	
Daniels,	Lorraine	Loch,	Bradley	King,	Val	Watkins	
(Brantley's	 sister-in-law),	 the	 Spain's	 great	
granddaughter	 Katie,	 Molly	 McEldowney	
(Sharon	Jones'	daughter)	and	her	brother,	David	
Reynolds,	Robert	Strader	 (June	Anderson's	 son-
in-law),	Linda	Hilburn,	Chuck	Saeger	(husband	of	
Patricia	 Nickens	 Saeger),	 Bill	 Smith,	 Gary	
Bartlett,	 Herbert	 Hill,	Mary	 Anne	 Cowley,	 Ruby	
Santee,	Anne	Pittman,	Linda	McCoy,	Ken	McCoy	
and	family,	Jana	Blackman,	Joyce	Sauls,	Johnnie	
Kleinert,	 those	 suffering	with	 and	working	with	
COVID19.	

	
	

	
	

Congratulations	 to	 John	 and	 Becky	
Selzer	 on	 their	 50th	 wedding	
anniversary,	which	took	place	in	August	
2020.	
	
Congratulations	 to	 Jim	 and	 Ann	
Pittman,	 whose	 50th	 wedding	
anniversary	will	take	place	in	October.	
	
What	 a	 witness	 these	 two	 incredible	
couples	 have	 given	 to	 us	 and	 to	 the	
world!	
	

	

	
	
OCTOBER	BIRTHDAYS	
Beth	Daughtry	–	1	
Becky	West	–	4	
Matt	Cowley	–	7	
Kelly	Mallard	–	8	
Judy	Williford	–	12	
Mary	Frances	Felzer	–	16	
Ronnie	Thompson	–	20	
Elliot	Hicks	–	25	
Joe	Ben	Sauls	–	26	
Carolyn	McCullouch	–	29	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
		Elders	Presenting	Scriptures							
																							Online	in	September	
	
We	 thank	 our	 Elders	 and	 Young	 Adults	 for	
continuing	 to	 present	 our	 scriptures	 online	
and	to	Andrew	for	videotaping.	

October	4			Mary	Bartlett			
Exodus	20:1–4,	7–9,	12–20;	Ps.	19;	Phil.	
3:4b–14	
	
October	11		Sandra	Bell			
Exodus	32:1–14;	Ps.	106:1–6,	19–23;	Phil.	
4:1–9	
	
October	18		Brantley	Watkins			
Exodus	33:12–23;	Ps.	99;	1	Thes.	1:1–10	
	
October	25		Gwen	Horne	
Deut.	34:1–12;	Ps.	90:1–6,	13–17;	1	Thes.	
2:1–8                       
	

	
																				
October	Elders	
Since	we	are	not	meeting	in	our	
sanctuary	or	serving	homebound	
communion	in	September,	our	
September	elders	are	available	for	
pastoral	care:	
October		4	 	 Mary	Bartlett	
October	11	 	 Brantley	Watkins	
October	18	 	 Cheryl	Griffin	
October	25	 	 Sharon	Jones		
	

 
																October	Lectionary 2020 

 
October	4	
Exodus	20:1–4,	7–9,	12–20	
Ps.	19	
Philippians	3:4b–14	
Matthew	21:33–46	
October	11			
Exodus	32:1–14	
Ps.	106:1–6,	19–23	
Philippians	4:1–9	
Matthew	22:1–14	
October	18	
Exodus	33:12–23	
Ps.	99	
1	Thessalonians	1:1–10	
Matthew	22:15–22	
October	25	
Deuteronomy	34:1–12	
Ps.	90:1–6,	13–17	
1	Thessalonians	2:1–8	
Matthew	22:34–46	



 
MEMORIALS 
A gift was given to the Memorial Fund in 
memory of Betty Millay by Carolyn 
McCullouch. 
A gift was given to the United Church 
Ministries in memory of John Kleinert, 
Betty Millay, and Teresa Larson by Mr. & 
Mrs. Bill Smith. 
 
 

 
 
LETTERS TO THE CHURCH 
 
“To Gary and the members of First Christian 
Church, 

Thanks to your benevolence fund 
we have already received the five laptops 
and their cases. We are in process of setting 
them up so we can get them in our students’ 
hands. 

With grateful hearts,  
Suzie, Lee, Susie, and the Board of 

Literacy Connections” 
 
 

 
 
 
SCHEDULE: UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
• Board on Tuesday, October 13 at 6:45 

PM (conference call) 
	

	
You may need this address: 
 
Jo Ben Sauls 
115 Malcolm Glenn Ln. 
LaGrange, NC 28551 
 
Eloise Kleinert 
3616 Waxwing Court 
Wake Forest, NC 27587 
 
John E. Kleinert Jr. 
38 Pebbles Court 
Sanford, NC 27332 
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