
       
 

    October 25, 2020 
   Ordinary Time, Proper 25 

First Christian Church    1609 East Ash St.  Goldsboro, NC 27530 

Minister Rev. Dr. Tom Millay 

 

   Church Telephone/Fax: (919) 735-3092   Minister’s Cell: (919) 273-7030 

Church email: fccgb1609@gmail.com      Minister’s email tom.millay54@gmail.com   

Weekly Conference Calls every Wednesday at 6:45 PM.  Here is all you do:  

Dial 712-770-5505 and then wait for instructions to enter access code, which is 

300904#. 

 

Outdoor Church  

If we were ever tempted to take gathering at church for granted, I am sure we do not do 

so anymore! Praise God: We will continue to have outdoor services this Sunday (weather 

permitting, and we pray for good weather!). Church will begin at 9:30am and last about 30 

minutes. Masks will be encouraged, and we ask that you bring your own lawn chair. For those 

not able to attend, our worship services will still be available online. We will still have our 

Sunday conference call at 10:45am. 

 

Music 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 

presence with singing” (Ps. 100:1–2). We will be worshiping the Lord on Sunday. We will be 

entering the Lord’s gates with gladness and the Lord’s courts with praise. Tom Casey will 

continue playing LIVE music during the Sunday service, and Brantley Watkins will join him 

for a song. Don’t forget that more piano music from Tom Casey can be found online on the 

church’s Facebook. Be sure to check out the online music, and feel free to share it with 

your friends! 
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Verse-by-Verse: Walking through the Gospel of John 

Join us on Facebook for a video series titled “Verse-by-Verse,” where Pastor Tom walks 

through the Gospel of John and unpacks the rich meaning of the text. We are going slowly 

enough to really pay attention.  

This week, we will look at John 1:14: “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” 

 

 
 

October Special Offering 

During the month of October, we will be receiving our annual special day offering to benefit the 

Church World Service Tools & Blankets program which we have traditionally called “Blanket 

Sunday.”  Through this program we remember and assist our less fortunate brothers and sisters 

around the world with our offering and the warmth of our love and prayers. 

Each $10 gift buys a warm blanket for someone in need who may be homeless or a victim of 

disaster, natural or manmade.  A blanket at the right time can make a world of difference in the 

lives of children and families faced with an emergency. A blanket can mean warmth, shelter, 

privacy, or a bed to someone in a crisis. 

Ten dollars is such an inexpensive way to get involved that children, families, circle groups, and 

individuals can all get involved.  And remember, it’s not just about feeling good.  It is about loving 

our neighbors around the world just as Jesus commanded.  Please give generously and give more 

than one blanket if you are able.  

Reminder: This is our final Sunday for giving to the CWS Blankets program! 

~From our Missions leader, Ronnie Thompson 



 

The pandemic doesn’t mean we have to stop celebrating the beautiful season of fall. 

This year we will be having a drive-thru Fall Festival on Saturday, October 31 from 1–3pm. 

In preparation for the Festival, we are collecting candy and crafts which will be bagged and 

handed out to cars as they drive by. Please bring candies, crafts, and other assorted fall 

funtivities to our Sunday service on October 25, or bring them by the church up until Friday, 

October 30. We have a giant hollow pumpkin for you to put them in. On the day of the Festival, 

we encourage anyone who either has children or who can bring a bag to a child to stop by our 

drive-thru and pick up a goodie bag! 

 

Now is the time of year some folks may be telling you ‘You can’t put on Christmas music yet, it’s 

not even November!’ But if you’d still like to start getting in the spirit, here is something you 

can do: put together a box for Operation Christmas Child. We will be putting boxes out for you 

to pick up at Sunday’s service; you can also swing by the church and pick one up if you’d like. 

Instructions for packing can be found here or picked up at the church, and the final collection 

date for First Christian Goldsboro’s boxes is Saturday, November 14th.  

 

 

A Prayer for Repentance 

Many of us are nearing the end of our 30-day prayer for repentance. As a fruit of this 

communal practice of prayer, I invite you to submit your own written out prayer, to be re-

printed in the bulletin and read out at our weekly service. These prayers can either be handed 

in on Sunday or emailed to the church’s email address.  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/


Prayers for Repentance 

Linda Cannon 

Holy Father, 

 

We come humbly before your throne asking forgiveness for our sins.  We live in a broken world, 

"All we have sinned and fall short of your glory". When we repent, our sins are forgiven past, 

present and future!   

 

We ask a continuance of your Divine Mercy. Even though we are Christians, we still need to 

confess daily to give us greater fellowship with you!  Sin has stained our world with many kinds 

of violence and protests. We need to pray daily for peace and restoration for our leaders 

especially for the upcoming Election.  We beseech you for strength and guidance during this 

Pandemic. These are unprecedented times and we do not know how they will resolve, but God 

does!! Therefore, let’s all: Trust and obey and pray—In Jesus name! 

 

In Christian Love, 

Linda Cannon 

 

Worship 

Welcome to worship, whether in person or online! Visit us in person at 1609 E. Ash St. in 

Goldsboro, or online at www.firstchristiangoldsboro.org  for several videos posted by 9:00 

AM each Sunday: our Sermon, our Old Testament and Epistle Readings by Elders. Our 

lectionary readings this Sunday are: Deuteronomy 34:1–12; Psalm 90:1–6, 13–17; 1 

Thessalonians 2:1–8; and Matthew 22:34–46. 

 

Sermon 

    “Complainers” 

Last week, we heard about Moses’s boldness in prayer. He wanted to see 

God, so he said to God: “Show me your glory, I pray” (Exodus 33:18). This week, we 

have a beautiful song of faith, Psalm 90. This is a song which acknowledges the 

LORD as LORD, as the one who is in charge of life and death, who breaths life 

into us and who turns us back to dust. We humans who are wise, who have read the 

scriptures and who know our nature, we know that we are like grass: in the 

morning, we flourish and are renewed; in the evening, we fade and wither. As 

Hannah in the book of Samuel says, “The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings 

down to the grave and brings up” (1 Samuel 2:6). Part of what it means to 

acknowledge God as God is to admit that we are mortal, that we are sustained in 

life only by the grace of God allowing it to be so, that we are dust and to dust we 
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will return. This psalm, Psalm 90, is a psalm of faith. It is spoken before God, 

saying: we know you have the power of life and death in your hands, and we trust 

you. It is saying much the same as what Paul says in Romans 14:8, “If we live, we 

live for the LORD; and if we die, we die for the LORD. So, whether we live or die, 

we belong to the LORD.” What a beautiful expression of our absolute commitment 

to God. The LORD directs our path, through life, through death, and as people of 

faith we acknowledge that; we are not afraid of it. 

These words are beautiful and necessary words. They express our 

unqualified devotion to our God, which neither death nor the threat of death can 

stop. But they are not the only words in this Psalm. If they were the only words, 

we would be in danger of thinking that true prayer was all about submission, about 

bowing to the will of God. Our prayer would be humble, but it would not be bold.  

The psalmist teaches us to pray otherwise. He teaches us that faith is not 

only about submission; it is also about petition, about making a request and 

believing it will be fulfilled. After the beautiful statement of faith in the first 

verses of the psalm, in verse thirteen the psalmist says: “Turn, O LORD! How 

long? Have compassion on your servants!” In other words, the psalmist makes a 

complaint—he puts a complaint before God. He says, “How long?” He says, ‘What 

have you been up to, LORD?’ Have you forgotten us entirely?’ Or even, as Psalm 44 

puts it, ‘Why are you asleep? Wake up!’ (Psalm 44:23). 

Once again we find that the whole of the life of faith is contained in the 

Psalms, the prayerbook of the Bible. Yes, as people of faith we acknowledge God 

as the One who holds our lives in hand. We can say: ‘Whatever happens, God, we 

will stick with You.’ And yet at the very same time, we can say: ‘What is up with 

our world? Why do the wicked prosper, and the righteous perish? Why does 

everything seem so out of joint? And why, God, aren’t you doing something about 

it?’ 

I love both of these affirmations, that of faith and that of complaint, and I 

love that our Psalms hold the two together. Because it is true that whatever 

happens, we will not abandon God—and at the same time it is true that we are 

frustrated with the way the world is, and we can let God know how we feel, and we 

can ask God to do something about it. 



There is a novel by the 18th century French philosopher named Voltaire that 

caricatures those who believe in God as those who believe that all is right with the 

world—that everything is fine, and that everyone should smile and be happy 

(Candide). But no, we who believe in God, we know the world is not fine, we know 

the world is broken. That is why we are praying.  

To complain to God is not to lack faith in God. It is those who believe that 

God can do something who complain. We believe in a God who acts. God is the one 

who raised Jesus from death, having previously raised Israel out of bondage in 

Egypt. God is able. That is why we make petition. 

Being able to complain to God in prayer is actually essential to our faith. 

What complaint allows us to avoid is false praise of God. We don’t say to God, ‘Yes, 

I know, I’m supposed to praise you, to pretend everything is all right and fine and 

great, when it’s not.’ No, God doesn’t want a dishonest prayer. God wants honesty. 

That is why God put these prayers in the Psalms, to tell us that it’s okay to be 

honest.  

One person in our Christian tradition who was honest was the poet Gerard 

Manley Hopkins. And as is often the case, he said what needs saying better than 

anyone else. He says: 

“Why do sinners’ ways prosper? and why must 

Disappointment all I endeavour end? 

 Wert thou my enemy, O thou my friend, 

How wouldst thou worse, I wonder, than thou dost 

Defeat, thwart me?” 

 

He says: 

 

“birds build—but not I build; no, but strain, 

Time’s eunuch, and not breed one work that wakes. 

Mine, O thou lord of life, send my roots rain” (from “Thou art indeed just, Lord, if 

I contend”). 

Hopkins was brutally honest. So should we be. Our Lord Jesus has earned us 

boldness before God (Eph 3:12). Let us exercise it. 



Whether we live or die, we are with the LORD. But while we live, we are 

going to fight for the healing of the world, and we are going to pray. Hallelujah: 

Our God has ears to hear. 

Prayers of the Parish:   

This week I offer praise to our God who hears and who welcomes our complaints. Earthly 

friends soon tire of complaints, but God always has ears for us. We need to complain because 

things are not as they should be. Let us curse the last enemy, Death, and all his servants in this 

world, and let us pray for their defeat. We raise our honest prayers before our Lord, knowing 

our God is here to save. 

We continue pray for the end of violence of all kinds. May the God of peace break into our 

world and banish all forces of the Enemy who incite us to harm each other, and may those 

through whom harm has happened be free of the spiritual forces which keep them in bondage. 

May they know the power of the Gospel which frees us. May we all be reminded of our true 

enemy: Satan and all his forces who work together to wreck the lives of human beings made in 

the image of God. With that in mind, let our hearts be filled with love for each and every person 

on the face of this earth: “O Lord, make haste to help us!” 

Let us lift up our weekly requests. We ask especially and continue to ask that you protect also 

all those who in danger today because of the pandemic, for those who provide essential services 

of all kinds. Visit especially: doctors, nurses, and all those working in health care; those who are 

in nursing homes, hospices, and long-term care facilities who are feeling isolated in these long 

weeks of distancing; schoolchildren, teachers, and administrators in a time of great uncertainty, 

and especially those students, teachers, and administrators who are now or are soon going back 

to school; we pray for childcare workers; for those who process food and those who stock and 

sell in grocery stores; visit delivery drivers and visit all Your churches, their pastors, their 

deacons, their elders, and their congregations. Visit all those who cannot find safe work in 

these moments and who are feeling more threatened than ever this week. Visit the sick, the 

hungry, and the imprisoned. Be present to those in our armed forces, who are in especially 

precarious times. Mourn with those who mourn. Rejoice with those who rejoice. Grant us Your 

peace. 

Please hear our prayers for: 

 
Grace Price, Eloise Kleinert, Mary Ethel Lewis, Kathy and G. A. Spain, June Anderson, Willie and Faye 

Rogers, Rick Rogers (Faye & Willie Rogers' son), John and Becky Selzer, Rebecca Daniels, Lorraine Loch, 

Val Watkins (Brantley's sister-in-law), the Spain's great granddaughter Katie, Molly McEldowney (Sharon 

Jones' daughter) and her brother, David Reynolds, Robert Strader (June Anderson's son-in-law), Jodie 

Hudson, Eddie Stewart,  Linda Hilburn, Lee Summerlin, Gary Bartlett, Bill Smith, Gordon Aycock (friend 

of June Anderson), Chuck Allen, the Kleinert Family, Family of Dennis Horne in the death of his Aunt Linda 

Sides and Family of Ruby Santee in the death of her sister, Margaret Medlin, Melissa Acres, Mary Anne 



Cowley, Ruby Santee, Linda McCoy, Ken McCoy and family, Jay and Kelley Pittman, Jana Blackman, Joyce 

Sauls, Johnnie Kleinert, and Cheryl Griffin. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace 

we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake 

of our Savior Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

Communion You may pick up individual communion packs at the entry table at the parking lot 

entrance Mondays from 10 to 12 or Tuesdays from 10 to 12 or use your own bread and juice at 

home. You may also drop off your offerings at that time. 

 

A Moment for Meditation 

Our epistle lesson for today presses us beyond celebrating our own communion. It pushes us to 

think about welcoming others into that communion, a gesture commonly called “evangelism”. In 

fact, it points us not just to evangelism but to a costly kind of evangelism. Paul says to the 

Thessalonians: “So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only 

the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us” (1 

Thessalonians 2:8). If we have ever thought of evangelism as just sharing a piece of information 

with someone else, informing them about what God has done and how they need to accept it, if 

we ever have thought of evangelism that way, Paul is here to correct us. He says to us: sharing 

the Gospel is not just sharing a bit of information. It is sharing your whole self. It is being willing 

to be open and vulnerable and to share deep truths about yourself to another human being, truths 

about how God has affected your life, personally—maybe even sins from which you have been 

saved or griefs which drove us to the arms of God. In a sense, unless it is a little uncomfortable 

and a little painful to share so much with another person, we aren’t doing evangelism the way Paul 

did it. Let him serve as an example for us as we try to widen the reach of our table. 

 

Preparing the Lord’s Table with Our Offerings –  Let us prepare the Lord’s Table with our 

Offerings.  Thank you for your faithfulness in sharing your offerings during this time. You may 

drop them by the church office from 10 to 12 on Monday or Tuesday of each week, by calling 

Wanda for another time, or by mailing in.  

 

Offering Prayer – We at First Christian are not ashamed of the power of the Gospel, and there’s 

a very good reason for that: the Gospel is the healing power of God, coming to mend our broken 

world. May we continue to be part of God’s action through the gift of our own selves: our time, 

our resources, and our spirits in prayer. Sanctify the gifts of the church this week, O Lord. First 

and last, we offer our praise to God, from whom all blessings flow, and from whom every good and 

perfect gift comes down. Amen.  

 

Confession – As Christians, we recognize we are not perfect. Join me in a moment of silent 

confession, for things done and for things left undone. 



 

Let us rejoice: our sins are forgiven through the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the power 

of the Holy Spirit draw us all more closely to God in the week to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Prayer – “Be present, be present, O Jesus, our great High Priest, as you were present 

with your disciples, and be known to us in the breaking of bread; you who live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen” (Book of Common Prayer, 834). 

 

Words of Institution - On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took the bread and broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my Body broken for you. Eat this in remembrance of 

me.”  In the same manner after supper, Jesus took the Cup and when he had blessed it, he gave 

it to his disciples, saying, “This is my blood of a new covenant, poured out for you and for many, 

for the forgiveness of sin. Drink it in remembrance of him.”   

The Gifts of God for the People of God.     Thanks be to God! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  Let us now pray together the prayer our Lord taught us, saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   

 

Benediction Prayer We leave today praising God for being able to gather together. But even as 

we praise, let us not forget this week to complain. Let us be honest with God about how we feel 

our world is broken. Let us ask God for healing: each morning, each night, let us ask God for 

healing. 

Announcements and Calendar  

Outdoor Church Service, Sunday, October 25th, at 9:30 AM (see information above) 

Drive-Thru Fall Festival, Saturday, October 31st, 1–3 PM: Church Parking Lot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poem for Solitude 

from Gerard Manley Hopkins 

“Thou art indeed just, Lord, if I contend” 

 

Thou art indeed just, Lord, if I contend 

With thee; but, sir, so what I plead is just. 

Why do sinners’ ways prosper? and why must 

Disappointment all I endeavour end? 

Wert thou my enemy, O thou my friend, 

How wouldst thou worse, I wonder, than thou dost 

Defeat, thwart me? Oh, the sots and thralls of lust 

Do in spare hours more thrive than I that spend, 

Sir, life upon thy cause. See, banks and brakes 

Now, leaved how thick! laced they are again 

With fretty chervil, look, and fresh wind shakes 

Them; birds build—but not I build; no, but strain, 

Time’s eunuch, and not breed one work that wakes. 

Mine, O thou lord of life, send my roots rain. 

 


