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Dear Church Family and Friends, 
I want to begin by thanking so many of you for being "found faithful in little, with much, and 
with all," as Paul writes in I Corinthians 4:1-2:  "Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ 
and stewards of God's mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 
trustworthy/faithful."  As we prepare to present our pledges - estimates of giving - for the 
coming year on October 20, Consecration Sunday, our stewardship theme asks us to be "found 
faithful in little, with much, with all." In the parable of the talents in Matthew 25, Jesus 
commends those servants who "invest" the resources they have been given. The word in-vest, 
familiar to us in such words as vestments, literally means to "clothe or cover oneself." While 
we don't see the word invest again in the New Testament, we certainly see many examples of 
the way God has faithfully clothed or covered us. If God so "clothes the grass of the field, 
which is alive today and thrown in the oven tomorrow," Jesus asks in Matthew 6:30, "will he 
not much more clothe you?" After Jesus heals the demoniac in Mark 5:15, the man is 
described as being "clothed and in his right mind."  The woman with the issue of blood in Luke 
8 finds healing when she touches the hem of Jesus' garment. 
 
And oh, how Jesus "invested" in us, even sacrificing his life so we might have the life that never 
ends!  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, the writer of John reminds us in 19:23, "they 
took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his 
tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top."  We are also told they 
gambled for this piece of clothing. Could they guess that Christ had died to cover them with 
something much more precious – his forgiveness and grace?  Paul reminds us in Galatians 3:27: 
"as many of you as were baptized into Christ, have clothed yourself with Christ," and the 
writer of Ephesians encourages us in 4:24, so "clothe yourselves with the new self, created 
according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness, a self, which "is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator" (Colossians 3:10). 
  
Our God has in-vested in us by covering us with mercy and forgiveness. Created in the image 
of the One who is always "found faithful in little, with much and with all," we ask that God will 
renew our lives and our commitment to invest our resources, our talents, our time and our 
hearts more fully and faithfully in God's Church, God's Body, and God's work in the world. We 
pray that as Colossians 3:14 puts it, above all, we will "clothe" ourselves with love, "which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony." As we meditate on the Giving Chart enclosed 
in this newsletter, we pray we will be generous in our offerings, and we pray that in every 
aspect of our lives - through our thoughts, words and actions - God will find us faithful.  

 
Grace and Peace, 
Penny 
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