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        The Mission of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
        in Goldsboro, North Carolina, is to worship God as revealed in Jesus Christ,  
                  to proclaim the good news of Jesus to our neighbors near and far, 
                   to nurture the spiritual growth of all who gather in Jesus’ name,  
to serve those with needs within and beyond the congregation,  following Jesus’ example,  
            and to be committed to the unity of God’s people for which Jesus prayed. 
 

It has been a year of change for First Christian Church. We said farewell to 

our wonderful minister of almost 30 years, Rev. Dr. Fred Clarke, who accepted 

a call to First Christian Church, Charleston, SC.  Recently, I attended the first 

part of training for interim ministry and congregational enrichment with the 

Interim Ministry Network, an organization endorsed by our Disciples 

denomination. On pages 123-4 of one of our preparation readings from 

William and Susan Bridges' Managing Transitions: Making the Most of Change, 

the authors cite an example from Arnold Toynbee's A Study of History from 

ancient Athens. At one point Athens faced a huge setback agriculturally; their 

topsoil was depleted and they could have given up and become a wasteland. 

Instead, they turned creatively "to the cultivation of olives which drew on a 

deeper water table than field crops." Their oil supply soon "challenged them to 

build a merchant marine for transport" and "a pottery industry to build the 

amphoras to contain the oil." The decoration of other vases inspired some of 

the greatest artistic achievements of the classical world. As we go forward, 

may we draw on the deeper water table by remembering the faithfulness of 

those who have gone to be with God since last November – Floyd McCullouch, 

Ernestine Bostic, Bert Allen, Edna Nickens and Jeanette Poythress. As we go 

forward, may we draw on the deeper table by looking around to affirm and 

share the rich gifts in our midst – the gifts of worship, prayer, study and 

fellowship, the sacrificial gift of volunteering to accept a call to serve on a 

committee, the diaconate, or eldership, and the gift of embracing the talents 

and energy of our youth who blessed us recently in worship with the Call to 

Worship, Youth Moment, and Benediction. As we draw on the deep, rich mercy 

of God's Table of grace and hospitality, we are reminded of all God's 

bounteous love and raise our hearts and voices in gratitude,  
5 For the LORD is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. (Ps. 100) 
 


