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               The Mission of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
               in Goldsboro, North Carolina, is to worship God as revealed in Jesus Christ,  
                     to proclaim the good news of Jesus to our neighbors near and far, 
                      to nurture the spiritual growth of all who gather in Jesus’ name,  
       to serve those with needs within and beyond the congregation, following Jesus’ example,  
                   and to be committed to the unity of God’s people for which Jesus prayed. 
 

Hello Friends, 

So you are the church that has that barbecue? So you are that church that has the bagged 

suppers? Last Saturday, we served 46 at our Last Saturday Supper. One man asked 

hopefully, "Will you have gloves and hats this winter?"  "Yes, we plan to," I answered (also 

hopeful). This Saturday, First Christian will reach out once again to feed and fellowship with 

our community in our Barbecue/Christmas Attic/Bake Sale Fundraiser. Ancient Israel lived 

in tents for many years; on Friday, our men will huddle under a tent for one night, at least, 

but one which may be a frosty one. Our folks have gathered supplies, will cook the pigs, chop 

the slaw, cook the hushpuppies, finish their jams, frost their cakes, cut their fudge, climb in 

their attics to find treasures to fill other homes, pour tea, fill plates and much more. Our 

community will once again pour in and out to be nourished in many ways. The last Saturday 

in the month we know who we are. The first Saturday in Nov. we know who we are. At the 

Table of the Lord, we know who we are. Hearing, discerning and living the Scripture, we 

know who we are. Praying, we know who we are. Sharing the joys of life, we know who we 

are. Sharing the struggles of life, we know who we are. Loving God and neighbor, we know 

who we are. Following the life and witness of God revealed in Jesus, we know who we are. 

We at First Christian had the opportunity recently of listening to three speakers from the 

community remind us of who we are and who we might be. On Oct. 10, Christian Therapist 

and Global Health missionary, Melissa Harrells, reminded us of the spirituality of the body, 

of the power of sacred mindfulness and living a holy life intentionally. The wealth of her 

directed prayers and handouts were phenomenal. 

On Oct. 17, Options Counselor Selena Beaman with the Senior Center blew us away with the 

many resources available not only to seniors needing help with nutrition, transportation, 

healthcare and insurance, but to those who care for them. She shared many opportunities for 

getting to know and helping our community with information and service.  

On Oct. 24, literacy coaches Susie Acre and Lee Hulse from Literacy Connection reminded 

us of the power of reading and their passion to teach adults how to read. One man came into 

their center knowing what he needed: "I want to learn to read the Bible from cover to 

cover!" At the center, they also teach financial and health literacy. 

These are our community neighbors trying to explore who they are and who we all might be 

together. I wonder how all these connections will affect the way others will finish this 

sentence in the future: "So you are the church that…"  

Grace and Peace,  Penny 
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