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Hello Friends, 
 
During Holy Week, we have been present with Jesus in some of his darkest moments. Just as 
Jesus was stripped and beaten on Maundy Thursday, we relived the story of his desertion and 
arrest by "stripping" our sanctuary of our vestments and covering the Cross. The last sound we 
heard was the sound of the nails being driven into his hands and feet.  Into that solemn room 
we gathered again the following day, Good Friday at 3:00 PM, for meditation and communion.  
After tolling the death of Jesus – 9 tolls of the bell for his death and another 33 tolls for his age- 
a clergy colleague from our CLIFF group, Rev. Winfred Galmon, from Mt. Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church and I led the congregation in reflecting on Jesus' words from the Cross. We 
began with seven candles burning to represent the Last Words of Jesus. After we listened to 
and meditated upon each of the Last Words, a candle was "changed."  In Children, Worship and 
Wonder, we do not speak about extinguishing the light but only "changing" the light."  So too, 
when we left on Friday, we "carried" the light of Jesus' words in our hearts even as the fire of 
the candles were put out to signify Jesus' death. 
 
Into this darkness the light broke early Easter morning and we gathered proclaiming, "He is 
risen."  Others echoed the affirmation with "He is risen, indeed!" Our young adults Andrew, 
Will, and Melissa, together with our youth Michael, Matt, Brian, William, Jackson, and Zach told 
the story of Easter morning during our sunrise service. In our sermon on Easter Sunday, we 
remembered three questions from our Resurrection accounts: "Who will roll the stone away?"  
"Why do you seek the living among the dead?" and "Where have you taken him?" 
 
We still ask those questions when faced with loss, death, transitions and tragedy. Who will give 
us the strength in our weakness? How will we be able to move from loss to new life?  Where 
will we find the risen Christ? And, once we find him, where will we "take" him?  Will we carry 
the risen Christ with us in all our encounters and experiences?  Will we carry him to places of 
weakness and hopelessness and bear this witness in all our thoughts, words and actions:  "He is 
risen!  He is risen, indeed!" Death and the powers of darkness have been defeated.  The Spirit 
that raised Jesus from the dead now dwells in us. God has done a new thing! Because He lives, 
we may live with him! May the risen Christ fill each of you with new hope in this season and 
always. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Penny 
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