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Dear Church Family, 
 
June has been a month of celebration – of looking back and looking forward. On Father's Day, we 
remembered those parents who nurtured or continue to nurture us. I shared in the sermon about seeing 
the balloon with the message "# 1 Dad." We all know that God really is "#1 Dad" and has a wisdom and 
strength and love far surpassing even the love we bear for our family.  
 
On Graduation Sunday, our graduate from Charles B. Aycock, Sharon Moorefield, daughter of Roger and 
Jennifer King, brought us some inspiring words as she looked back and also forward. Remembering some of 
the challenges along the way, she reminded us "never give up!" She spoke words of encouragement and 
hope to others and we all passed around the Kleenex! 
 
Just this Monday, the Community and Evangelism Task Force met to look back at some ways we have 
connected to our community and also to look  forward to new ways we might connect. One idea shared was 
to adopt four community outreach projects – one for each quarter of the year. We discussed several, 
coordinating the wonderful work already done in our Asset Mapping Exercise which concluded our spring 
Lenten study. In Asset Mapping, we gathered to identify our people resources, our facility or tangible 
resources and our community resources. Some of the ideas which surfaced included literacy and tutoring for 
adults and youth, outreach to an area pregnancy center, and support for local shelters like the Fordham 
Home. These, along with others, will be explored in the weeks ahead. 
 
Faith is the process of looking back and remembering all God has done. Like the psalmists in Ps. 16 and 77, 
we need to continue to "call to mind the deeds of the Lord," to remember the "wonders of old" and 
meditate on all God's work. We also need to look forward, as the writer of Isaiah 43:19 encouraged his 
listeners to do, in order to see the new life we have yet to see. "Behold! I am doing a new thing!" the 
prophet hears our Creator proclaim, "Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?" 
 
 Today I noticed life spring up where it had not been - in two new tender shoots on the stalk not there two 
days ago, in the closed bud that opened overnight, and in the face that broke out in a smile after many 
weeks of sickness.  
 
Where will it spring up next?  Will we see it when it does or just pass it by without noticing? Looking 
backward and looking forward, we celebrate the faithfulness of God and the promise of who we yet may 
be. 
 
Praying mercy for the road already travelled and strength for the path ahead. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
  
Penny 
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