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 Dear Family and Friends, 

  

This season, we have been called again to the birth of Christ in so many ways– as the youth prepared the 

Samaritan Purse boxes, as the choir, together with our friends from Casey’s Chapel Original Free Will Baptist 

Church, sang out joy in the “Most Wonderful Time of the Year” cantata, as the Hand chime choir chimed  the 

“Little Drummer Boy” tune, as the youth have prepared to present our Christmas pageant “Come, They Told 

Me,” as the Winter Wooly box fills with warm hats and socks for those who are cold, as singers gathered in 

chilly weather to sing carols to those we love, and as we gather to worship. The scent of the Christmas greens 

fills the sanctuary. When I look at the tree, the garlands, the wreaths, the Chrismons, and the beautiful flowers 

and worship centers on our Great Eight and Advent, I give thanks for the talent and many hours many of you 

have given to honor God’s house all year and again this season with beautiful trimmings, inside and out.  

 

A couple of weeks back, as I entered the church from the parking lot entrance, I paused a moment at the 

beautiful worship center which Joyce Sauls set up. There spelled out with children’s blocks were the words 

Hope and Peace for our first two Sundays of Advent.  You remember how children’s blocks work. There are 

letters or numbers on all six sides.  Sometimes God brings us Hope or Peace, but we aren’t satisfied, so we try 

to rearrange his gifts.  When I overturned H O P E, I got letters like W T Y and V.  What could I spell with 

these?  It made no sense.  When I overturned P E A C E, I got this:  C V Z and X and some random numbers.  

Again, what could they mean?  When I tried to spell something else from the letters for Hope and Peace, I was 

able to form two words – Hi and Be.  But both are poor substitutes for God’s Hope and Peace. In addition to 

Hope and Peace, Advent calls us to Joy and Love. There is no way we can find the letters or words to substitute 

for those either. The wisdom is clear:  when we try to overturn what God brings us at Christmas – hope, peace, 

joy and love, we will be left often with something meaningless we have tried to construct.  So, my prayer for us 

is that we will let God’s perfect Hope, Peace, Joy and Love fall upon our hearts – unaltered, and in their purest, 

clearest form revealed in the Word made flesh, the Child in the manger. 

 

In a couple of days, we will gather for our Christmas Eve service, and in the shadows of late afternoon, we hope 

to receive the light of Christ once more. We await the peace which will come in that moment we break open his 

Body and are graced with his sacrificial love during our candlelight communion service. And we will leave 

taking that light with us, as we proclaim to the world, “This night, Christ is born!” We will be sent by God with 

this remarkable Gift into the New Year! 

 

At the beginning of our worship on Dec. 22, we received drums to represent the gift and talent God has given 

each of us.  Our youth and young adults, as well as our Chancel and Handbell Choirs, led us as we came back to 

the manger to give our gifts to the Christ.  At the conclusion of the service, we came forward and offered those 

drums to the Christ Child. They represented the individual and communal gifts we have been given. In the New 

Year, these drums will be offered back to us so we will remember to share our talents with the world. 

 

I want to thank you for all you brought back to God in the past year. Last December, Mary Jane Rose and 

Ronnie Thompson worked hard to have our serving schedule for 2020 ready for this January mailing, and they 

have done the same thing this year. You will find it attached to the digital and printed mailings. 

 

When the drummer boy nervously finishes his drumming, he looks up to see the baby Jesus smiling. So, bring 

him your talent. Never think any gift is too insignificant or too small, for it comes from God.  Just give it and 

wait for His smile. 

 

With Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, 

 

Penny 

HOPE          PEACE JOY           LOVE 
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December 18, 2019 

Dear First Christian Members and Friends: 

As we come to the end of the year, we want to thank each of you for your devoted service in 

the past year. With your God's help and your help, we were able to replace our fellowship hall 

roof and make other important improvements to our church facility. With your commitment, 

we were able to worship God and share the grace of God throughout our community. As we 

come to the end of 2019, we would appreciate your continued devotion and generosity so 

that we might end the year in a strong way without deficits.   

Through God’s grace, we are blessed with great congregation. Thank you for all you do. On 

behalf of Rev. Dr. Penny Ziemer and our church leadership, have a blessed and Merry 

Christmas.  

 In Christian love,  

 

Gary O. Bartlett, Moderator 

 

 


