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Dear Family and Friends, 

 

As I was browsing recently through some resources from our denomination, I ran 

across an introduction to Hope Partnership which asked congregations if they had 

more memories than dreams or more dreams that memories. Of course, dreams 

grow from and are empowered by remembering who we are, but another question 

for us is whether we hear our calling coming from a Voice behind us or from a 

Voice ahead of us. 

 

Our lectionary this past Sunday led us back to the call of the disciples from 

Matthew 4.  Matthew reminds us that calling can begin during challenging times of 

relocation and transition. Right in the middle of John the Baptist's arrest and the 

oppression of imperial Rome, Jesus meets ordinary folk and invites them to join 

him to live extraordinary lives. Matthew reminds his listeners that just as the light 

shone upon Israel in the shadows of their exile narrated in Isaiah, the light 

continues to shine on Jesus' audience during those uncertain times of Roman  

occupation. And the light continues to shine in 2020!  

 

Isn't it reassuring that Jesus' call to "come after him" is one of the powerful 

memories of our communal life together?  Isn't it enheartening that from this 

memory we draw the power to continue dreaming about how God is still present 

with each of us and with First Christian Church, calling us into a rich, promising 

future? And this future will become clearer as we come after Jesus, continuing to 

repent - turn ourselves around and back to him- continuing to build new 

relationships out in our community, and continuing to stay relevant and resolved to 

let Christ show us, teach us and empower us to share and to be the good news.   

 

So do we have more memories than dreams or more dreams than memories?  

Maybe we have more dreams because we remember how God always comes 

calling, not when we have it all together, but when we long to come together to be 

led to a new vision of who we might become through and with Him and each 

other. The best day we have is the one we have. The best hope we have is our 

present hope. 

 

 

In Christ's Love, 

 

Penny 
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