
                            First Christian Church 

            Goldsboro Disciple  
                February 2019 

 

Dr. Penny B. Ziemer, Interim Minister 
Mr. Tom Casey, Organist/Pianist/Choir Director 

                     Mr. Charles Johnson, Sexton       Mrs. Nancy DeCatur, Nursery Attendant 
               Mr. Andrew Clarke, Children, Youth and Website 

          Mrs. Wanda McCullen, Church Secretary 
VISIT US ONLINE AT firstchristiangoldsboro.org 

 
Church Telephone and Fax: (919) 735-3092                                         Minister’s Cell 919-920-4192 
Church Email:  fccgb1609@gmail.com                              Email:  pbziemer@gmail.com  
 

"I want to show you something," Johnny Kleinert said, grabbing his phone. He 

pulled up a video and handed it to me. It was a recording of Eloise approaching a 

bell which reminded me of a smaller version of one my grandmother had on the 

farm.  When Grandma wanted to call us home – for a meal or a message – she rang 

that bell. It rang out and found us wherever we were and we came. 

 

In the video, Eloise turned, smiled and rang the bell, and they all came round her, 

all the caregivers that had encouraged her week after week. She had finished her 

treatments and the tradition is to ring the bell when you are done. She rang and 

even danced. (Elvis, one of her favorites, would have approved). And then two 

more nurses ran down the hall to meet her at the bell. The ones who had stood by 

her now embraced her and celebrated her endurance through a challenging time. 

Now she could come back home. With a sparkle in her eye, Eloise showed me her 

certificate of completion signed on the back with well wishes. The lady who 

always checked her in wrote, "You are awesome. You did it. You never know how 

strong you are until being strong is your only choice."  We know we also could 

choose despair, but our faith teaches us to lean on God's strength. 

 

Not long ago our hand chimers rang out the old year and rang in the new with joy! 

Sharon, Frances, Bruce, Brantley, Bunkie, Margie, Sandra and Bobby raised their 

bells and called us to worship. They called us home to God. There will be 

challenges in the New Year, but there will be joy too, and that joy calls us out to 

the world. I picture all of you running to encourage and embrace those who have 

faced, or are facing, various trials. That's who you are, First Christian. You come 

running to support your church family and you also come running to support 

Protestant Preschool, 'Souper' Bowl of Caring, Blanket Sunday, Samaritan's Purse, 

Week of Compassion, United Church Ministries, Last Saturday Supper, Higher 

Education, Reconciliation, our NC Region and its support of Camp Caroline, and 

our other special offerings on Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving and Christmas to 

our General Ministries. You come running through our women's ministries 

in support of the Pantry, Edgewood School, Christmount, Blessing Boxes, Camp 

Lakey Gap, the Boys' and Girls' Club, and Human Trafficking Projects. And of 

course, this list is incomplete. Many of you also sneak around doing good deeds all 

year round that many never hear about! 

 

You come running to ring in new hope all through the year, and I am proud to 

serve as your Interim Minister. 

 

In Christ's Love, 

Penny 
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