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Even before he said a word, you heard it – joy. It was written between the wrinkled 

crevices of his smile. It called out from his eyes and the humble, trusting way he carried 

himself. He had lived through much oppression and lost many to war and violence. He 

had every reason to scowl, yet the one word that rang from his presence and the message 

that would follow was pure joy. Living his life in various parts of Ghana and later in the 

Barbados, his words carried the powerful accents of the places he called home, the 

rhythms, enunciations and cadences animating his phrases the way wind stirs warm 

embers. His Southeastern United States audience that day -especially a young child 

present- heard him begin this way, "Rejuice in the Lord!  Again I say rejuice!" 

 

The young four year old squirming next to his mother sat up and paid attention, pulling 

his mother's sleeve, "When do we get it?" he asked. "Get what?" she whispered, puzzled.  

"The  juice!" he said. 

 

We wish joy could be found in something we could find and consume this easily. As I 

prepared to write our Advent devotional this year, the word that kept ringing in my ear 

was "rejoice" and that is the title of our 2018 meditations, Rejoice! Our weekly readings 

will focus on "Rejoicing in the Prophetic Word," "Rejoicing Along our Perilous Paths," 

"Rejoicing in Heaven and on Earth," and "Rejoicing in the Word Made Flesh."  These 

short reflections will be presented in two booklets, one for our first and second weeks 

(Dec. 2 – Dec. 15) and one for our third and fourth weeks (Dec. 16 – Dec. 25).  In addition, 

another resource will be available this year, a booklet by two wonderful theologians and 

writers, Martin Marty and Frederick Buechner, Moving Toward the Manger. There is also 

a booklet for our older teens/younger adults. These will be located in the narthex and 

Rejoice! will be posted weekly online at our website FirstChristianGoldsboro.org . 

Other resources will also be given in our Advent worship services during our Moment for 

Youth.  

 

Joy given, joy lost, joy found, joy shared.  This has been and continues to be the 
grand story of God’s love poured out at creation, in the roads we took from the 
garden, in our wanderings, and in all those places we have been that may look a lot 
like Bethlehem and Egypt. Advent is the perfect time to think about how joy is given, 
lost, found and shared between heaven and earth and how the tiniest life born to us 
might show us what incarnate love really looks like.  
 
 Prayer:   So here we are, Lord, longing to rejoice in you, longing for the joy drawn 
from your heart and from wells of salvation.   We ask that you open our hearts this 
Advent and pour out your hope, your peace, your joy and your love.  In the name of the 
Word that became flesh for us in order to glorify you, Jesus Christ,  Amen. 
 
With Christ's Love, 
 Penny 



 
 

 


