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Dear Church Family, 

 

We have heard the expressions, "the cup is half full" or "the cup is half empty."  

For our Lenten study series we have been looking at how full our cup is! I 

remember a teacher once saying that she often used the expression "telling stories" 

with her classes in a negative way. She confessed she would ask, "Have you been 

telling stories?"  Sometimes it's good for the church to "tell stories." In our first 

two Lenten sessions, we have been telling stories about our strengths and the 

powerful legacy passed down to us by those who came before us. We have been 

telling stories about our mission and core values. We have been telling stories 

about our own gifts, talents and calling. On April 3 and April 10, our last two 

gatherings, we want to put all we have discovered about our heritage, our mission 

and our gifts together and ask, "What is God calling us to do at this time?"  We 

will begin to name the resources and gifts we have as individuals and as a 

congregation, and then we will look outward to our community to name some of 

the gifts, resources and assets we have in Goldsboro to reimagine how we might 

live out our mission right here and right now.  We hope many of you can be 

present on these two nights as we meet for supper at 6:00 PM and reflection at 

6:45. Have you been telling stories?  I hope so!  And I hope, with God's grace, we 

will live out those and many more stories. This is an exciting time in the life of 

First Christian Church. If our cup is only half full at any moment, may it be 

because we just poured out grace and hope to each other and to many others. For 

when we do that, God quickly fills it and us back up! 

 

Last Sunday, I asked you to tell me a story. I simply asked, "What are your 

valuables?"  An abundant outpouring of answers followed which I am sharing in 

our sermon on March 31. So what stories would you tell about "your valuables?" 

What is God calling us to do with these valuables? These stories will belong to us 

and to many others. All these "valuables" are ours because God shared what was/is 

most valuable to God's own heart – the beloved son, Jesus.  What could be more 

precious?          Grace and Peace to you this Easter season, Penny 


