
     

 

             
      April 26, 2020                                                            

First Christian Church 

    1609 East Ash St.  Goldsboro, NC 27530 
   Church Telephone/Fax: (919) 735-3092   Minister’s Cell: (919) 920-4192 

     Church email: fccgb1609@gmail.com   Dr. Penny Ziemer, Interim Minister  email: 

pbziemer@gmail.com  Andrew Clarke (Website, Youth) goacanes87@yahoo.com  919-920-7915 

   
Visit us online at www.firstchristiangoldsboro.org  this week for Sermon videos, Scripture 
with our Elders, Communion, and updates! 

  

Weekly Conference Call Times Have Changed to Quarter to Hour! 

We have discovered it is easier to get on our calls at the quarter to the hour rather than    

the hour, so notice the time change: 

Sunday at 9:45 AM,  
Tuesday night at 7:45 PM (except on Administration and Board nights) 

Thursday at 1:45 PM 
Here is all you do: Dial 712-770-5505 and then wait for instructions to enter access code,                   
                                  300904# 
  

                                  Sermon for April 26, 2020 
 “We Have Seen the Lord…and”  Part 2 

 

 In the passage from John 20: 19-31, last week we saw Jesus: 

Coming behind our closed fear to find us.  

Wrapping us in a peace we could never produce or secure on our own. 

Breathing life back to us through his spirit. 

Sending us out from our paranoid sanctuaries  

Inviting us to accept a mission of forgiveness 

Reaching us in the way we might be reached 

Blessing us for believing even when we can’t quite see him yet 
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This week we are invited to see him again in a second post-resurrection 

appearance story from Luke 24, the Emmaus Road encounter. “The world is round,” 

the Danish writer Isak Dinesen once said, “so we would never be able to see too 

far down the road.” Cleopas and his companion can’t see their way forward just 

yet.  While some left Jerusalem exclaiming that they had seen the Lord, these 

two walking companions leave Jerusalem, remembering only Calvary and a 

crucifixion.  

 

The first thing we see is Jesus meeting them on this road they travel. Along this 

road, Jesus sees them and joins them as they return home disheartened from 

Jerusalem. Have you been on such a road?  Putting all your hopes in something only 

to have it come crashing down around you? Pilgrims often traveled in larger 

numbers for safety, yet these two are walking alone. We only need remember the 

man who was  beaten by thieves in the story of the Good Samaritan from Luke. 

We might also note how welcomed Jesus’ presence might have been to these 

travelers. They no doubt were excited as they walked along the road a week 

earlier from Emmaus to Jerusalem heading for a Passover they could only dream 

of this promising king would come and restore and “redeem” Israel. 

 

 But a week later, all that seems to have come to nothing. It will be a long walk 

back home, and back to what? When Jesus joins them, we are told, “their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him.” The whereabouts of Emmaus has baffled 

scholars.  The word Emmaus has various meanings which range from “dome” to 

“warm spring.”  An old version of Luke’s Gospel reads “Oulammaus" rather than 

Emmaus.  It’s speculated that this may be near the site, though bearing a 

different name, where Jacob was visited by God in his dream in the Genesis 

account In that story too, Jacob has been on a journey fleeing his home after he 

steals his brother’s Esau’s birthright. So, for different reasons, both Jacob and 

our Emmaus travelers face uncertain roads.  

 

Second, we see Jesus listening to his fellow travelers tell their stories and pour 

out their hearts.  We would do well to follow Jesus’ evangelical approach. He does 

not barge in to tell them something, to set them straight. Instead, he invites them 

to tell him their story, from their perspective. There is a tender and comic irony 

in their first comment back, “Are you the only one who doesn’t know what has 



happened?” He knows. He just wants to hear it from their point of view. And then 

they pour out their hearts about this prophet mighty in deed and works before 

God, and how their own chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him.  “But we had hoped,” they lament “that he 

was the one to redeem Israel.” They go on to share that the women had seen a 

vision of angels who said he was alive, but others went to the tomb and did not see 

him. How many times do we hear good news and bad news and focus only on the 

bad news? Some saw a vision. Some saw nothing. Which will they choose?  Which 

will we choose? 

 

 I see this part of the journey as corresponding to what we do at the beginning of 

worship. We meet and greet. We pass the peace. We ask how we are and what has 

happened. We become vulnerable with two or three by sharing honest expressions 

of what has been difficult in the prior week.  

 

Third, we see Jesus helping them see the continuity of his role as Messiah with 

the faith tradition they have known.  He not only opens the scriptures to them, he 

shows them the unity and connection between the stories of faith they have 

known and Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. The seeds of the gospel are 

present in all of scripture, sometimes dormant, but always there ready to grow in 

the fullness of time. As we eavesdrop on this conversation, we wish we could hear 

more! What would that have been like to have Jesus open all the scriptures? I 

remember on our trip to the Grand Canyon, Zion and Bryce a couple of years past, 

we hiked 5 to 6 hours a day up steep climbs around bend. A couple of the steepest 

ones had only chains and a narrow footpath separating us from a downward plunge! 

But those climbs were worth it for the vista from the top!  From there, we could 

glimpse other vistas we would not have time to scale. The sight was thrilling. That 

is what it feels like as we hover just close enough to the story to hear Jesus 

opening all the scriptures and we want to see more, hear more and move in closer.  

What did he say about Moses?  About others? The truth is that we always have 

the opportunity to move in closer, climb up higher, see more. The Spirit is always 

waiting to show us the risen Christ shadowed and luminous, bursting out in this ray 

and that, in all the scriptures.  As I make the connection between this story and 

our worship experience, this part of the journey, of course, corresponds to the 

presentation of the scriptures in worship. Scriptures are not really to be read 



merely. They are living stories! They are to be opened to us by the power of the 

risen Christ present in the Holy Spirit! 

 

The fourth thing we notice is that Jesus allows them the freedom to be 

hospitable. When Cleopas and his companion reach their home, Jesus keeps on 

walking.  He does not push himself on them. He does presume to spend the night 

with them. He does not even pause and wait to be invited. He keeps going. They 

could have gone inside and thanked him for a fascinating day together. They could 

have gone inside not presuming he would like to spend more time with them. But 

their desire overpowers any  hesitation they have. They long to spend more time 

with him. When the Word Jesus Christ opens the word (scripture) to us, we long 

for a more intimate encounter. When the word is presented and interpreted in 

worship, we long next for Table fellowship! We long for Jesus to be present with 

us in deeper, more intimate ways. 

  

 And here is the fifth thing. They invite him to stay. This one act not only changes 

the course of Jesus’ journey, but theirs as well. Ironically, this is the same Jesus 

who had no place to lay his head and encouraged his disciples to rely on the 

kindness of strangers when they entered a town. He is practicing what he 

preached. He has more to give them, so much more.  Jesus heals 10 lepers in Luke 

17 and only one returns to thank him. That individual receives a greater blessing 

when he comes back. In the same way, Jesus has so much more to give Cleopas, his 

companion and others.   He has so much more to give us when we take the time to 

invite him to stay with us. Of course, it’s risky to invite a stranger in, but they 

long for more time with him.  They are willing to take the risk. In fact, they do not 

consider any of these things.  Here is a stranger who needs at least what they can 

provide, a simple meal and a safe place to rest for the night. And they need so 

much more from him.  

 

 It is still risky to invite Jesus to our table. He could turn it upside down as he did 

the moneychangers, and sometimes he needs to. He could make us feel 

uncomfortable, and many times he needs to. To invite Jesus to our table is to risk 

judgment. Will our fare be sufficient?  Will our lodgings offend by being too 

sparse or offend by being too opulent? Will our conversation or lifestyle 

disappoint?  Will our bed and board be pleasing and offer rest?  This is a powerful 



story about what might happen when we risk inviting strangers to the Table. This 

hospitable lies at the heart of our invitation to prepare the Lord’s table with our 

offerings before we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  They offer Jesus their gifts. 

In presenting our gifts, we are opening the bounty of our hearts and homes to 

Christ.  We are bringing gifts that welcome Christ. We prepare the Table with our 

offerings and once we do, something miraculous and wonderful happens!  Jesus, 

the guest, becomes Jesus, the host! We need only remember Jesus’ first miracle 

at the wedding at Cana. He was a guest, yet when he changed the water into wine, 

his role transformed from guest to host. 

 

There is a sixth thing; when they offer him the gift of their table and share their 

resources, they finally recognize him; they see the risen Lord, the One who has so 

many gifts to give them. When they prepare to welcome him to their table and 

home, and he, not they, break the bread, they see him, really see him, the 

resurrected Lord. They recognize him in the breaking of the bread.  I  mentioned 

earlier the speculation that Emmaus may have been near the site where Jacob 

camped out and had an epiphany of vision of God in Genesis after fleeing home to 

escape his brother’s Esau’s wrath after Jacob stole his birthright.  Many years 

later, when Jacob returns home, he has gifts ready to present to his brother Esau 

when they meet. In that dramatic moment recorded in Genesis 33, Jacob, speaks 

these words, “…If I have found favor in your sight, then receive this gift from my 

hand. For indeed, I have seen your face, and it is like seeing the face of God, since 

you have received me favorably. Please accept my gift that was brought to you, 

because God has been gracious to me and I have all I need. (Genesis 33:10-11).  

 

When we see the face of Jesus for the first time in the breaking of the bread, 

we also receive the gift of courage, reconciliation and the longing to build 

community. This Christ whose life was broken for us breaks open for us an 

amazing possibility – even the estranged Esaus and Jacobs of the world are 

welcomed to gather as one family. The dividing wall between enemies has been 

broken! When we invite Jesus favorably to our table, he transforms the table into 

a place where we all are favorably received, welcomed, forgiven and reconciled. 

 

 There is a seventh movement to our story. After they recognize Jesus, he 

disappears. It would seem that this would  disillusion his guests. Their travel 



companion is gone. Their teacher is gone. Their Lord is gone. They spent all this 

time with him without recognizing him and now he is gone. How many know this 

feeling: “Oh, Lord, I so wish I had seen you sooner than I did, recognized you 

earlier in my life.” And yet he’s not gone. He is still with them by the power of the 

Spirit. He is there in the community of those gathered. 

 

The Emmaus Road is our invitation to worship out in the open road where we meet 

and share with strangers, where Bible study happens in the middle of moving from 

disappointment to hope, on our way from death to life, from Jerusalem back home 

and back out again, at the instant we risk extending hospitality to strangers. That 

same hour they got up and got back on the road, found their companions gathered 

and told them they had seen Jesus too when they invited him in.  They saw him too 

in the breaking of the bread.  

 

In these weeks of isolation, of breaking our bread from separate tables, there 

may be the temptation to feel lonely. Don’t. Instead, hear God whisper in every 

word of this story: “We are one, you and them. We are one, right now! I am here 

because I do not live in a house made by hands, Invite me in and I will become the 

host, offering you my very self, my body and my blood, transforming your table 

into mine, into ours, and just as I know you, I will become known to you in the 

breaking of this bread.” 

 

 There is so much chaos in our midst. So much uncertainty. Yet grace abounds. In 

such a time as time, I am reminded what the writer Lewis Smedes said about  “the 

secret of grace.” “The secret of grace,” he wrote, is that it can be “all right at 

the center even when it is all wrong on the edges.” So much seems jagged at the 

edges now, but when we keep Christ in the center of our lives, in the center, 

interpreting the word and breaking the bread, tearing down the walls that 

separate us and sending us out to strengthen, celebrate and increase the 

community, it will be more than all right. Our hearts will burn within us because he 

will be there with us.  May it be so! 

   

 

 



 

Prayers of the Parish:  Gracious God, on this third Sunday of Easter, we praise you for the 

resurrection!  We come with joy to proclaim, again, “Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!”  We 

ask you to heal those who are sick, recovering, awaiting treatments, waiting for test results. Let 

us pray to the Lord, remembering the following and our unspoken requests: 

 

Grace Price, Eloise Kleinert, Mary Ethel Lewis, Kathy and G. A. Spain, June Anderson, Willie and 

Faye Rogers, Rick Rogers (Faye & Willie Rogers' son), John and Becky Selzer, Teenie Wilson, 

Rebecca Daniels, Mary Ellen Ham, Lorraine Loch, Val Watkins (Brantley's sister-in-law), the 

Spain's great granddaughter Katie, Molly McEldowney (Sharon Jones' daughter) and her brother, 

David Reynolds, Robert Strader (June Anderson's son-in-law), Jodie Hudson, Eddie Stewart,  

Linda Hilburn, Lee Summerlin, Gary Bartlett, Bill Smith, Gordon Aycock (friend of June 

Anderson), Chuck Allen, the Kleinert Family, Dennis Horne’s family in the death of his aunt, Linda 

Sides, for Ruby Santee in the death of her sister, Margaret Medlin, Mary Ellen Ham, Stephen 

Hall 

 

Including again this week some prayers shared by Cheryl Griffin and Linda Thigpen): 

 

Strengthen me this day, O Lord, for all that lies ahead.  Keep me in Your care always and grant 

my daily bread.  Instruct me in Your paths, as I put my trust in You.  Show Your love through all 

I say and everything I do. Forgive me in Your mercy, whenever I am wrong.  Wash my heart of 

sin and guilt and make my spirit strong.  Make me glad to lend my hands, to all who are in need.  

Help me to relieve their pain, and may they soon be freed.  I offer You my thanks, dear God, for 

all You’ve done for me. Hear my prayers and raise me up, to closer with you be.  (Salvation Army 

Prayer shared by Cheryl Griffin) Thanks, Cheryl! 

 

I arise today, through God’s strength to pilot me, God’s might to uphold me, God’s wisdom to 

guide me, God’s eye to look before me, God’s ear to hear me, God’s word to speak for me, God’s 

hand to guard me, God’s shield to protect me…” (Purportedly found on St. Patrick’s shield, 

Prayer Linda Thigpen discovered which she shares with us)  Thanks, Linda! 

 

 

Let us Pray: 

We ask for patience and wisdom to make choices that keep us safe, for comfort for those who 

are suffering from COVID19 and other illnesses and challenges. We pray you will provide for 

those caring for those who suffer, for those who have lost employment, for youth who are 

finishing their educational requirements, for those who are mourning, for those who are lonely or 

feel isolated.  We ask that our leaders have your discernment for decisions that need to be made 

which affect so many – our own government leaders, CDC, WHO, and support agencies. For  all 

these, let us pray to the Lord. We ask you hear the requests of all our hearts, spoken and 

unspoken, (PLEASE name your own at home) and we ask all according to your will, in the Name of 

Jesus, Amen. 



 

Communion (You may pick up individual communion packs at the entry table at the parking lot 

entrance Mondays from 10 to 12 or Tuesdays from 10 to 12 or use your own bread and 

juice at home. You may also drop off your offerings at that time) 

 

Communion Meditation: Lord, just as those who welcomed Jesus inside their hearts and saw him 

as he broke the bread at their tables, we invite you inside.  We prepare our tables for you to 

preside at this meal. We watch you take this bread and bless it, break it and give it to us.  We 

watch you take the cup, bless it and share it with us. As we hold the bread and cup, we hold you 

in our hearts. As we eat this bread and drink this cup, we receive you into our bodies, hearts 

and lives. Become known to us once more, Lord, in the breaking of the bread. 

 

 
 

Preparing the Lord’s Table with Our Offerings – In this time we are apart, please remember to 

share your offerings as regularly as you can by dropping them by the church office from 10 to 12 

on Monday or Tuesday of each week, or by calling Wanda for another time, or by mailing in.  

 

Words of Institution - On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took the bread and broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my Body broken for you. Eat this in remembrance of 

me.”  (COMMUNE)   In the same manner after supper, Jesus took the Cup and when he had blessed 

it, he gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my blood of a new covenant, poured out for you and 

for many, for the forgiveness of sin. Drink it in remembrance of him.”  (COMMUNE) 

 

Benediction Prayer:  “We have seen the Lord! He is made known to us by Word and Sacrament 

and the Community gathered in His name!” Go share that good news, receiving grace, offering 

mercy and living in joy through the power of the Resurrected Lord.  In the name of the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

Announcements and Calendar 

   Church-wide conference calls each Sunday at 9:45 AM, Tuesday at 7:45 PM (except on nights    

   we have Administration or Board Calls); and Thursday at 6:45 PM. Number again is  

712-770-5505 and then wait for instructions to enter access code, which is 300904# 
 
 National Day of Prayer with Youth/Young Adults and their Families  Th., May 7 by 6:00 PM 

   Administration Meeting via Conference Call number on Tuesday, May 12,  at 7:45 PM. (no    

   church -wide conference call night) 

   Elders Meeting via Conference Call number on Thursday, May 14,  at 6:45 PM 

 

 



How will we worship together?   

A printed copy of our weekly Worship Service like this will be emailed to those who have 

sent in email addresses. Those without email may pick up from Church mailbox in parking 

area after 12 noon on Saturday prior to the Sunday service. Our shut-ins or others not 

able to get out will receive by mail. All services will be posted by video on our website at 

www.firstchristiangoldsboro.org. 

 

 
 

 

Please remember the church in your offerings. You may drop by church office Monday and 

Tuesday from 10 to 12, mail in, or call church office to arrange with Wanda another time.  

Our special offering for May is our Pentecost Offering. 

 

Looking Ahead: 

 

Be sure to listen to our youth and their families share video prayers on our web on May 7 

during the National Day of Prayer 

 

Be sure to share with us some memories we can share on Mother’s Day, May 10: 

 
                                                           “I’ll Always Remember” 

Memories are powerful. They are like the seeds planted in us and the seeds we plant going forward 

which will continue to grow and bear fruit. What is a special memory of a mother, grandmother, 

aunt, friend, or special woman who supported, strengthened, and nurtured you? Send your 

pictures in to Andrew Clarke at goacanes87@yahoo.com and your memories to me by text at 919-

920-4192 or pbziemer@gmail.com by May 6. Thank you!                                         
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