
     
 

    April 19, 2020    
                                                         

First Christian Church 

    1609 East Ash St.  Goldsboro, NC 27530 
   Church Telephone/Fax: (919) 735-3092   Minister’s Cell: (919) 920-4192 

     Church email: fccgb1609@gmail.com      Minister’s email: pbziemer@gmail.com 

   
Visit us online at www.firstchristiangoldsboro.org this week for sermon, 

scripture, and communion videos and devotional materials.  If you missed the 

Easter sermon or services for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, you will find 

them there as well. Please let us know of those who would like to receive our 

mailings by email.  We are also able to mail out copies to those shut in or who 

do not receive email. Let Wanda know if you would like to pick up copies of 

our weekly service in the mailbox to the entrance of the fellowship hall. They 

will be available by noon on Saturday. Individual communion packets are 

available at the entrance to the fellowship hall and the entrance facing 

Sunrise Shopping Center. 

 

Weekly Conference Call Times Have Changed to Quarter to Hour! 

We have discovered it is easier to get on our calls at the quarter to the hour 

rather than the hour, so notice the time change: 

Sunday at 9:45 AM, Tuesday night at 7:45 PM and Thursday at 1:45 

PM. Here is all you do: Dial 712-770-5505 and then wait for instructions to 
enter access code, which is 300904# 

 
 Thanks for your Offerings!  Please share your offerings as regularly as you can by dropping them 

by the church office from 10 to 12 on Monday or Tuesday of each week, or by calling Wanda for 

another time, or by mailing in. Wanda will make weekly deposits each week during this time on 

Wednesday afternoons. 
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                                  Sermon for April 19, 2020 
 “We Have Seen the Lord…and” Part 1 

 

At the end of the resurrection story from John 20, Mary Magdalene’s parting 

words to us are, “I have seen the Lord!”  What did it mean to those early 

followers of Jesus to “see the Lord?” What does it mean for us today? For the 

next three Sundays, we have the joy of reliving the process of what it means to 

“see” Jesus in three post-resurrection accounts: one from John 20:19-31, one 

from Luke 24:13-35 and one from John 21:1-14. In order to see these as a whole, 

I am shifting our Gospel lectionary for the third Sunday but will revisit some of 

the themes of the assigned lectionary in a later sermon. 

 

The word “see” has wonderfully varied meanings in the Gospel of John, which 

range from visually apprehending, to perceiving or understanding in deeper ways. 

So, what will we see in this story? Imagine this. It’s the evening of the 

resurrection, the first day of the week, and the disciples have locked themselves 

in, for fear of the Jews. They are perhaps also afraid powerful Roman soldiers will 

come looking for them too. We no doubt would do the same. They feel safer inside 

than outside. We understand that feeling now, but for different reasons. 

Remember even his fearful followers abandoned Jesus when he was arrested. So 

that is the first thing we perceive in this story – fear.  

 

Someone comes suddenly upon them. Perhaps they feared as much – a quick entry, 

someone breaking in upon them. But this is different. Jesus comes upon them 

quietly, though I imagine they were startled since they were jumpy anyway. Jesus 

finds them in their fear, locked up behind those closed doors.  He comes upon 

them, bringing not the words of violence they expected from those who might 

shout or pound at their door, but instead, a word of peace. He simply says, “Peace 

be with you.” Henri Nouwen writes in The Wounded Healer that a person can keep 

their sanity and peace of mind “as long as there is one person waiting for them.” 

This is the one person they long to be where they are, the one they are waiting 

for but could not imagine seeing again - the risen Christ. A child was asked why 

Jesus suddenly appears to them that way and answered, “because they were too 

scared to let him in the front door.”   



 

Second, we see Jesus bringing them just the peace they need but could never find 

on their own.  It is no small thing to hear him say not just he comes in peace, 

although that would be a relief if you expect that the next person coming has 

come to harm you, and not just to comfort and soothe them, but to bless them by 

actually placing this peace upon them. That is everything. When you are so cold 

and shivering and distraught and broken, it’s something that someone drops off a 

shawl. It’s everything when they wrap it about you while you are shaking. That’s 

what we see here. That’s the difference in bringing peace and placing this peace 

upon them. He wraps them in this peace. 

 

Third, we see Jesus reassuring them that he is the same person they always knew 

and trusted. When Jesus showed them his hands and side, it was his way of 

saying, “See, it’s me. It’s really me. I am the same person you remember, the one 

with flesh and blood, the one that walked with you, ate with you, wept with you, 

laughed with you, shared with you, taught you, shared miraculous healings with you 

It’s me. The same one who could be rejected and was, could be pierced and was, 

could suffer and did, could die and did.” We must picture these wounds because in 

the century or two following the resurrection, there were some, like the Greek 

Docetists, who argued that if Jesus was God, then he only appeared to be human. 

As a spiritual being, they reasoned,  God was above all that pain possible for 

mortals. So, if Jesus is one with the father, he only “seemed to appear” to suffer 

and die. Much of Greek philosophy took a dualistic view of reality and could not 

see how flesh and spirit might come together in one harmonious whole. We speak 

of Jesus as the incarnation of God – Jesus was fully human and fully divine in a 

way that defies reason. I am reminded here of what the medieval philosopher 

Thomas Aquinas wrote in his Summa, “God destines us for an end beyond the grasp 

of reason.”  We are called into a reality and life which we may not always fully 

understand. Jesus showing up as a resurrected body, as a spiritual body, is a 

phenomena hard to wrap their heads  around -hard to wrap our heads around -yet 

Hebrews reassures us that Jesus is able to save us, because he suffered all things 

common not to some distant deity, but common to us, to us humans, to the ones 

who can be rejected, beaten, pierced, to the ones who can die. 

 



Fourth, we see Jesus sending them out through the power of the Spirit.  Jesus 

tells them that just “as the Father has sent him, so he is sending them out.” This 

would make about as much sense as asking a frog directing an orchestra without 

what follows, for then he breathes on them, saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

They are not to slink back behind closed doors into a safe sanctuary of their own 

making. Those sanctuaries would become their tombs. How safe are we really when 

we are escaping God’s call?  Words have no power to send them, but the Spirit 

does, the same ruach, translated breathe, wind, spirit in the Hebrew that  God 

breathed into the first creatures, that God used to raise the dry bones to life in 

Ezekiel, now is breathed back into these trembling souls. Ruach conveys not just 

wind or breath in and of itself alone, but the power behind it.  This is not a breeze 

that blows over them. This is the life force that changes them. The risen Lord 

here brings them peace to reassure them, and his Spirit to reinvigorate them.  

The eighteenth-century Russian monk and mystic, St. Seraphim, is credited with 

saying have “peace in your heart and thousands will be saved by you.”  Actually, we 

know we save no one, but we get his point.  Thousands of lives around us right now 

are unsettled. Millions across our globe every day live “lives of quiet desperation,” 

to borrow a phrase from Henry David Thoreau.  The risen Lord sends his followers 

out to bring them something more, more than they or we have, but not more than 

we have been given when Jesus breathes life back in us. God will continue to 

breathe life in us when our will to go on has died. God never sends without 

inspiriting us. They couldn’t get out that door without that hope and neither can 

we. Forget about mustering up the nerve or having a stiff upper lip. We get up and 

get out the door the same way Jesus got up and walked out of the tomb. The 

Spirit shows up to bring us back to life!  This is their resurrection story, and this 

is ours too! 

 

 Fifth, we see Jesus’ sending them out to bear witness to the power of 

forgiveness.  Why would Jesus show up in our prison? Why would Jesus wrap us in 

peace, or breathe his Spirit back into us?  Why would he send us out?  Why? 

What is it about the resurrection he wants others to know? I am sending you, 

Jesus says, with a message of forgiveness. I don’t think either they or we would 

have made that association on our own. This is huge. Jesus died not cursing his 

enemies, not promising his Father would get them back. Jesus died not screaming, 



“O, you will pay.” No, he died paying, covering, forgiving. Jesus died not retaining 

sins. He died forgiving debt. 

 

Will we really see that in the Cross and Resurrection?  Will it mean that for us? 

Jesus implies the disciples have the power to continue to retain sins.  Some have 

interpreted this as the apostolic power of the apostles, which literally are those 

who has seen the risen Lord and are sent out in his strength, a power they and not 

everyone has. I am not discrediting that reading, but there is much more to see in 

this passage. More in the foreground is that they are given this power to forgive 

sins or retain them, and perhaps we are too. How will they treat their enemies?  

If they continue the old model of vengeance, of repaying evil with evil, they and 

we will be spreading a false model, for this was not Jesus’ way on the Cross. And 

what about us?  How could we possibly justify not forgiving any offense 

considering the way Jesus forgives his enemies with his last breath? Forgives us 

with his last breath? 

 

 Sixth, we see Jesus reaching us the way we can be reached. What does Jesus do 

when someone shows up who hears all this and doesn’t believe a word of it?  

Thomas comes in late and misses Jesus.  They tell him the story. He can’t “see” 

any of this. How will Jesus reach him?  In a class on the New Testament, we would 

discuss all the ways we might read a Biblical story. We have different learning 

styles. One student “saw” and came to understand the power of a passage by 

drawing it. Another imagined it acted out. Another pictured the scene, the setting 

or characters. For every hundred people Jesus encounters, don’t be surprised if 

he uses a hundred different approaches. He reaches Thomas by allowing him to 

have the same experience the others had a week earlier, but in a way unique to 

him. Thomas is a tactile learner. He needs to touch. He needs tangible evidence.  

Jesus knows this. He knows what each of us needs. He knows how to reach each of 

us. 

 

Seventh, we see and hear Jesus blessing us when we believe what we have not yet 

seen. How do we have faith in these words? How do we believe them? We did not 

see the empty tomb. We did not crouch trembling behind closed doors only to 

have him suddenly appear.  We did not touch his wounds with our fingers.  Yet we 

believe. In fact, Jesus reminds us, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 



have come to believe” (20:29). It is the Spirit’s gift to us. I talk to people all the 

time who anguish that others can’t see what they see in God, can’t grasp or 

apprehend the power of a faith story they have lived for years. Don’t be surprised 

or alarmed if others don’t see Jesus the way you do. Don’t expect your 

perspective or way to him to be the same way Jesus will use more ways to 

establish relationships and communicate with others than we could possibly 

imagine. Truth is truth. The way Jesus leads us to the truth of who he is we  must 

leave to Jesus. The most helpful commentary on this thorny business of the 

relationship between understanding and believing is a comment from St. Augustine 

in his Tratates on the Gospel of John:  “Do not seek to understand in order that 

you may believe, but believe so you may understand.” 

  

The writer of Hebrews 11:1 writes that “faith is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things not seen.” Faith is not something we grow in our garden 

and give away to those we love. Faith is what grows in us when we bear witness to 

God’s life in us.  Christ is risen!  If Christ be not raised, “our preaching is in vain 

and our faith is in vain,” Paul writes in I Corinthians 15:14-19.   

 

Seeing the risen Lord is Spirit work. Receiving the risen Lord is Spirit work. Being 

sent out is Spirit work. Sharing the good news of the risen Lord is Spirit work.  

Being willing to be sent and led by the Spirit is up to us.  German theologian 

Wolfhart Pannenberg is credited with saying that “the evidence for Jesus’ 

resurrection is so strong that nobody would question it except for two things. 

First, it is a very unusual event. And second, if you believe it happened, you have 

to change the way you live.” 

 

To see, perceive, apprehend the risen Lord means we are changed. If we are not 

changed, we may question whether we have encountered the risen Lord. To 

encounter the risen Lord is to be entrusted with the power and sent out with the 

mission to spread the good news of Jesus’ saving power and merciful forgiveness.  

 

Mary exclaimed in John 20: 18, “I have seen the Lord!”  Thomas exclaimed in John 

20:28, “My Lord and my God!” Have we encountered this risen Christ? There are 

so many ways for the Spirit to open our eyes in this passage and so many things to 

see. We have named seven; there are no doubt others. 



 

We see he coming behind our closed doors to find us.  

We see him wrapping us in a peace we could never have on our own. 

We see him breathing his life back to us through the Spirit. 

We see him sending us out from our paranoid sanctuaries. 

We see him inviting us to witness to the power of forgiveness. 

We see him reaching us in the way we can be reached. 

We see him blessing us for believing even when we have never “seen” him. 

 

Lord, we confess we are only beginning to see you. We confess our eyes are 

sometimes dim. Remove our blinders.  Lord, open our eyes, our hearts, our minds, 

our spirits to you. May it be so! 

  

“Souls without prayer are like people whose bodies or limbs are paralyzed; they possess feet 

and hands, but they cannot control them.”  Teresa of Avila, The Interior Castle 

 

Strengthen me this day, O Lord, for all that lies ahead.  Keep me in Your care always and grant 

my daily bread.  Instruct me in Your paths, as I put my trust in You.  Show Your love through all 

I say and everything I do. Forgive me in Your mercy, whenever I am wrong.  Wash my heart of 

sin and guilt and make my spirit strong.  Make me glad to lend my hands, to all who are in need.  

Help me to relieve their pain, and may they soon be freed.  I offer You my thanks, dear God, for 

all You’ve done for me. Hear my prayers and raise me up, to closer with you be.  (Salvation Army 

Prayer shared by Cheryl Griffin) Thanks, Cheryl! 

 

I arise today, through God’s strength to pilot me, God’s might to uphold me, God’s wisdom to 

guide me, God’s eye to look before me, God’s ear to hear me, God’s word to speak for me, God’s 

hand to guard me, God’s shield to protect me…” (Purportedly found on St. Patrick’s shield, 

Prayer Linda Thigpen discovered which she shares with us)  Thanks, Linda! 

 

Prayers of the Parish:  Gracious God, on this second Sunday of Easter, we praise you for the 

resurrection!  Come upon us behind our closed doors. Come to us in our fear. Breathe on us. Wrap 

us in your peace. Empower us to live resurrected lives.  We come with joy to proclaim once more, 



“Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!”  We ask you to heal those who are sick, recovering, 

awaiting treatments, waiting for test results. Let us pray to the Lord, remembering the following 

and our unspoken requests: 

 

Grace Price, Eloise Kleinert, Mary Ethel Lewis, Kathy and G. A. Spain, June Anderson, Willie and 

Faye Rogers, Rick Rogers (Faye & Willie Rogers' son), John and Becky Selzer, Teenie Wilson, 

Rebecca Daniels, Mary Ellen Ham, Lorraine Loch, Val Watkins (Brantley's sister-in-law), the 

Spain's great granddaughter Katie, Molly McEldowney (Sharon Jones' daughter) and her brother, 

David Reynolds, Robert Strader (June Anderson's son-in-law), Jodie Hudson, Eddie Stewart,  

Linda Hilburn, Lee Summerlin, Gary Bartlett, Bill Smith, Gordon Aycock (friend of June 

Anderson), Chuck Allen, and the Kleinert Family, those who mourn the loss of loved ones from the 

COVID19 illness, those suffering with the COVID 19 illness, those working closing with COVID19 

and those whose jobs have been affected or lost during this time. 

 

We ask that you keep us safe from COVID 19 and protect those who have lost their jobs or are 

facing other challenges associated with this. For these, let us pray to the Lord. We ask for wisdom 

and governance for such a time and for those who make decisions that affect so many – our own 

government leaders, CDC, WHO, and support agencies. For these, let us pray to the Lord. We ask 

you hear the requests of all our hearts, spoken and unspoken, (PLEASE name your own at home) 

and we ask all according to your will, covered by your grace and mercy and in the Name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

Communion (You may pick up individual communion packs at the entry table at the parking lot 

entrance or from the Sunrise Shopping Center entrance Mondays from 10 to 12 or Tuesdays 

from 10 to 12 or use your own bread and juice at home. You may also drop off your offerings 

at that time) 

 

Communion Meditation: The angelic figures at the tomb called the women to “remember what 

Jesus told them.” Throughout the world today, even as you and I will not gather around the one 

physical Table of the Lord, we will gather around the Spiritual Table. As we gather, we will 

remember tables hewn from all kinds of wood with these words, “Do This In Remembrance.”   

Easter is the time to remember what God told us and what God has done for us. When God 

remembers, we live. 

 

Preparing the Lord’s Table with Our Offerings – In this time we are apart, please remember to 

share your offerings as regularly as you can by dropping them by the church office from 10 to 12 

on Monday or Tuesday of each week, or by calling Wanda for another time, or by mailing in. Wanda 

will make weekly deposits each week during this time on Wednesday afternoons. 

 

Words of Institution - On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took the bread and broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my Body broken for you. Eat this in remembrance of 

me.”  (COMMUNE)   In the same manner after supper, Jesus took the Cup and when he had blessed 



it, he gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my blood of a new covenant, poured out for you and 

for many, for the forgiveness of sin. Drink it in remembrance of him.”  (COMMUNE) 

 

Benediction Prayer:  On this second Sunday of Easter, go in peace, go in safety, go in trust, go in 

grace.  Get up through the power of the Resurrected Lord and go live in, through and for him, for 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Please remember the church in your offerings. You may drop by church office Monday and 

Tuesday from 10 to 12, mail in, or call church office to arrange with Wanda another time.  

You are also invited to give to our special mission offering this month, our Easter Offering.  

      

                                          

 In case you missed it last week, you can still access the Easter Service featuring our 

General Minister and President Rev. Dr. Terri Hord Owens.  

 See (Brim Project) Disciples YouTube channel or individually: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qagRjCLv5g&t=26s Communion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbKhlOSCBRE&feature=youtu.be  Music 

http://www.brimproject.com/index.html  Reimaging a New World 

Easter Worship Resources available  at Disciples YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbWb4i1jf6XOHmTvdICTjHg 
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