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April 15, 2020 

 

I’m absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, 

angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or 

unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s love 

because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.  
                 Romans 8:38-39 - The 

Message 

 

Dear Church: 

It seems as if we encounter more and more decisions about far weightier matters 

than we ever thought possible. But here we are, working every day to ensure the 

well-being of those we serve. Thank you for your steadfastness in these challenging 

times and for imploring God's wisdom to make these decisions.  

In light of our current situation, thank God, there is good news! Surely, you have not 

forgotten, just three days ago, we sang, danced, preached and praised our way 

through one of the most sacred moments in the life of the Church, Resurrection! Just 

the thought of it should spark a remembrance in all of us that we are the beloved of 

God, whose Son is Savior of the World! This assurance gives us some solid footing on 

which to hang our hope and trust! Hallelujah! 

With a hopeful resilience in our hearts, we share these items with you today.  

First, we have been apprised that Revs. James Gawne and Caitie Smith, Jacksonville, 

NC, have had damage to their home due to Monday's storm. While the damage is 

manageable, we request your prayer for their physical safety as they engage the 

process for repairs.  

Second, many of us are facing the immediate 
challenge of how to secure the financial affairs of 
our local congregation. Fully understanding the 
need for security at this time, we expect that 
leaders may be in a time of reviewing all assets, 
including permanent funds. Below, there is a link to 
a brief video from Randy Johnson, who is our 
Southeastern Zone Vice President with Christian 
Church Foundation.  
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This three-minute video seeks to bring clarity concerning accessing permanent funds 
and might be helpful as you look across your financial horizon for answers. With firm 
support for each local congregation, your Regional staff endeavors to share as much 
information as possible for the difficult but necessary decisions you must make.  
Should you need further assistance, Randy can be reached Toll-Free at (800) 668-8016 

or email rsjohnson@ccf.disciples.org. 

Video: Donor Restricted vs. Board Restricted Permanent Funds 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgxwHMjwVhBrbCWzjbfmzzLQVDMhT?
projector=1 

 

Finally, as you go about your worshipful work today, I leave you with this, 

                       God of the present moment 
God who stills the storm and soothes the frantic 
heart; bring hope and courage to all who wait or 
work in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will 
make them the equal of whatever lies ahead. 
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be 
avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; 
you are God, and we need you. Amen. 
                   Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 765  
 

 
Praying without Ceasing,  
+Valerie Melvin, 
Regional Minister 
 

mailto:rsjohnson@ccf.disciples.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgxwHMjwVhBrbCWzjbfmzzLQVDMhT?projector=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgxwHMjwVhBrbCWzjbfmzzLQVDMhT?projector=1

