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LYCOMING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

…An Historical Sketch 

   LYCOMING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of Newberry, the oldest church in 

Lycoming County, has played a significant role in the history of Lycoming 

County. Although the exact date of its founding is unknown, there is reliable 

evidence indicating that it was already in existence by 1786 when it was 

transferred from the jurisdiction of the Donegal Presbytery to the Carlisle 

Presbytery. 

   David Brainerd, a missionary to the Indians, was probably at Lycoming 

Creek as early as 1746. On July 25, 1746, he met and preached to the 

Indians where the Sheshequin Path crossed Lycoming Creek. 

   The first pastoral call of the Lycoming congregation was extended to the 

Reverend John Boyd on October 3, 1792, but it was returned unaccepted. 

The Reverend Isaac Grier, who had labored as a missionary in the area for 

two years, was ordained and installed as the first permanent pastor on April 9, 

1794. 

   The original church structure was a crude, log building and its construc-tion 

date is unkown. The entrance was on the south side. Rough stairs led from 

the outside to the galleries at both ends of the church. The interior had high 

pews and high English or wineglass-type pulpit over which was sus-pended a 

sounding board, decorated with a large star. No provisions were made for 

heating the church. People walked from Pennsdale, Jersey Shore and Trout 

Run to worship in this house of God. 

   The members of this old log church were mainly Scotch-Irish. Their 

ancestors were Scots, who settled in Ireland by edict of James I of England. 

They were very dissatisfied in Ireland, and endured much perse-cution. In 

1680, a great number of them left for America. Many came to Pennsylvania 

and pushed their way up the Susquehanna to unsettled lands. These Scotch-

Irish were sturdy, hardy, and inured to hardship. They loved God and served 

him faithfully. Hating tyranny, they were truly Calvin-istic in their beliefs, self-

reliant, and able to cope with the dangers of the wilderness. It was because of 



these qualities that they reached their destination; only to find the territory 

disputed over and claimed by both Indians and settlers. 

   By the purchase of 1768 the Pennsylvania land extended west to the 

Tiadaghton Creek. Later the Indians claimed the Lycoming Creek to be the 

Tiadaghton Creek. The settlers claimed that Pine Creek was the Tiadaghton. 

Because of the controversy and fearing bloodshed, the proprietors in Philadel-

phia made a proclamation saying that no one may settle on this land. These 

settlers had land grants and had paid cash for them. The remaining alternative 

was for the settlers to enter the land as “squatters,” which they did. The first 

squatter was Joseph Haines, followed by the Kings, Crothers, Caldwells, 

Hughes, Mahaffeys, Suttons, Griers, Hagerman’s, Hays, Updegraffs, and 

Toners. These names have been handed down from generation to generation 

in the church, but the names of the charter members are not known. 

   In the Treaty of 1784, at Fort Standwix, the Indians acknowledged that Pine 

Creek was the Tiadaghton. Thereupon the settlers proceeded to stake their 

claims and applied for patents. The first patent was received by John Sutton 

on September 2, 1786 for three hundred and twenty-one acres.  

   The log church was destroyed by fire in May, 1817. The fire originating in 

the wagon maker’s shop of Mr. Reynolds, on the east side of the present-day 

Arch Street, spread so rapidly that it could not be extinguished and every 

building in the village was destroyed, except the isolated Hartman and 

McBride homes. John Carothers saved the pulpit Bible, which contained a 

record of the births and marriages. After the church had burned, the congre-

gation worshipped in a grove along Lycoming Creek.  

   Some time later a new stone church was built through the efforts of Mr. 

Henderson. It was a large edifice for that time, measuring sixty feet by sixty 

feet. The doors were on the south side and there were sixteen windows. The 

pulpit was high with stairs on each side and surrounded by a large raised dais 

enclosed with a hand rail. The enclosed section was the choir loft. The pews 

were very high, straight and very uncomfortable.  

   Dismantling of the old stone church was undertaken  in June, 1850. The 

stone was used for building a wall around the graveyard, which is now 

Colonial Park.  



   The new brick structure was completed in the spring of 1854, measuring 

forty by thirty-six feet. At the entrance was the stately bell tower with its tall 

steeple. The Reverend John H. Grier dedicated this edifice and the former 

stone church. 

   The 1854 structure served the congregation until it was replaced by the 

present building in 1891. This new church was considered one of the most 

elegant houses of worship in Williamsport. The Chapel, which was built in 

1885, was joined to the 1854 building along the north wall and is still the north 

wing of the present church. 

   The Reverend James R. Baker served the church longer than any other 

pastor in the church’s history, 1896-1919. The brick manse (now the parking 

lot for M & T Bank) was constructed during his pastorate.  

   On April 27, 1924 ground was broken for the erection of a Christian Educa-

tion building which was joined to the south side of the church. This Christian 

Education wing was dedicated on June 14, 1925 and completed the church 

property as it stands today. 

   In 1956 the chancel of the church was completely renovated and a new pipe 

organ was installed. The Christian Education building and old Chapel were 

modernized and redecorated in 1966. 

   Lycoming Presbyterian Church, a congregational unit of the United Pres-

byterian Church in the U.S.A., is the oldest church in Lycoming County and is 

one of the oldest in northern Pennsylvania. 

 

WELCOME 

   To all who would have their lives enriched by worshipping God in the beauty 

of holiness; to all who are weary and would find rest; to all who would lead a 

higher and more dedicated life of service to Christ; to all who may be 

strangers and have no Church home; to all who seek the abundant life; to all 

who wish to share in the proclamation of the good news of God’s love and 

redemption in Christ; this Church extends the friendliest of greetings and 

invites you to worship with us regularly. 



PASTORS 

Rev. Isaac Grier   1794-1806                                                                              
Rev. Samuel Henderson   1815-1817                                                          

Rev. Nathaniel R. Snowden   1820-1823                                                       
Rev. Joseph Painter   1825-1831                                                                 

Rev. John White   1840-1843                                                                       
Rev. John H. Grier   1846-1855                                                                    
Rev. P. W. Mellick   1853-1855                                                                    

Rev. M. B. Patterson   1858                                                                          
Rev. D. M. Barber   1859-1861                                                                     

Rev. W. W. Alexander   1862-1863                                                              
Rev. H. G. Finney   1865-1867                                                                     
Rev. A. D. Hawn   1867-1869                                                                       

Rev. J. C. Caldwell   1870-1875                                                                   
Rev. Alexander Henry   1875-1887                                                              
Rev. James W. Boal   1887-1893                                                                 

Rev. Edward P. Morse   1894-1896                                                               
Rev. James R. Baker   1896-1919                                                                

Rev. Warren J. Conrad   1920-1925                                                             
Rev. Charles A. Underwood   1925-1934                                                     

Rev. Charles E. Granger   1934-1939                                                           
Rev. J. Clyde Foose   1940-1948                                                                 

Rev. John A. Sensenig, Jr.   1949-1956                                                       
Rev. Norris Lee Cook   1957-1962                                                               
Rev. Merle S. Arnold   1963-1969                                                                
Rev. Horace Patton   1969-1979                                                                  

Rev. David B. Joachim   1982-1988                                                             
Rev. Arnold H. Nuckles   1990-1997                                                            
Rev. Robert Van Voorst   1997-1999                                                            
Rev. Richard W. Miller   1999-2012                                                              

Rev. Larry A. LeFeber   2014- 

    

     

      


