
  

 

 

 

 
Silent Night, Holy Night! 

 
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;                                                                     

with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King: 
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 

 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light                                                    

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;                                                  
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing                                                   

"Alleluia: Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!" 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright                                                    
'round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                    DECEMBER 17, 2017 

GOOD MORNING                                                                                  
AND                                                                                                                          

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
IN GOD’S HOUSE 

We hope that our visitors will feel at home in the service.  To aid 
your participation, please refer to the laminated worship guide.     

To make your presence known, please complete a  
visitor’s card provided and place it in the collection plate.  

 

 
 

THE VISION OF LYCOMING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

“Lycoming Presbyterian Church lives to do three things:  
 

 To introduce Jesus Christ to those who do not  
know and love Him;  

 To deepen the faith and commitment of those  
who already know Him;  

 To demonstrate Christ’s way of love in service  
to the world.” 

CHRIST IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

 As the candles are lit, we bid you to seek the Light.                       
May those who sorrow find comfort; the weary, rest;                         

the troubled, peace; the stranger, friends; the happy, joy;                            
and to all the sense of God’s presence in this, His Holy Place.  

Let all the world keep silent before Him. 
 

 

Advent Song with Devotions and Lighting 
(stz. 3 of the Advent Song, page 7) 
Chris Atkins & Dewane Stuck 

 
 

 
GATHERING TO WORSHIP 

 
  PRELUDE 
       “Joyful Tidings” 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee born this happy morning, Jesus to thee 
be all glory given; Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
 
 

Refrain:  O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 
 

Sing, Choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of  
heaven above!  Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
 
 

Refrain 
 
 

True God from true God, Light from light eternal, born of a vir-
gin, a mortal he comes; very God, begotten, not created! 
 
 

Refrain 
 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O 
come ye to Bethlehem!  Come, and behold him born the King of 
angels! 
 
 

Refrain 
 

 
Joy to the World 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations 
prove the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far 
as the curse is found, far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sound-
ing joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; let  
every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and 
heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
 



  

 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY:  Gifts are due today for the adopted 
family. 
 
MITTEN TREE:  Please br ing in scarves, mittens, hats for  the 
Mitten Tree.  These items go to the Needlework Guild of America 
for distribution to Williamsport area school children.  Help keep 
these children warm during the winter months!  Thank you. 
 
COIN TREE TODAY:  Please place your  coin bags or  
wrapped money on the Coin Tree.  Your coins will be donated to 
the Shoe Express at the West End Christian Community Center.  
Please give generously. Thank You.   
 
THESE DAYS:  The January, February, March issue of These 
Days can be found in the lounge. 
   
DECEMBER HAPPENINGS: 
December  17 3rd Sunday of Advent - Coin Tree                           
      Christmas gifts due 
 

December  24 4th Sunday of Advent -  
      Christmas Eve Service  
       Special Christmas Music - 7:00 PM 
       Candlelight Service - 7:30 PM 
 

December 25 Merry Christmas/Christ the Savior is born! 
 

December 31 1st Sunday after Christmas 
      New Year’s Eve 
 

Advent Song 
 

Light the Advent candle, three, 
    Think of  heavenly harmony;                                                    

angels singing “Peace on earth”  
at the blessed Savior’s birth. 

 
Refrain:       

Candle, candle burning bright,  
shining in the cold winter night; 
candle, candle, burning bright,  

fill our hearts with Christmas light. 
 

 ~Sing the Faith, #2090~ 
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 THE BELL TOLLS AND WE GREET ONE ANOTHER 
  

  Elders Bill Kelly             Beadle 
 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE GIVEN 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP                                   

 
 B:  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 
And the government will rest on His shoulders; 
 
P:  And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
B:  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He 
will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteous-
ness from this time onward and forevermore. 
 
P:  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this. 

 
 OPENING PRAYER 
     
 CAROL SING 
    

  “O, Come All Ye Faithful” Printed page 7                                              
  “Joy to the World”    Printed page 7 
  “Silent Night”      Printed page 8 
               

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Unison)  
        

             Lord, it is we who have secularized Christmas; It is we 
who have rationalized the gross commercialization of this 
most Sacred Season; It is we who have substituted the Santa 
Clause figure for the Christ figure; It is we who have 
drowned out the angel choruses with reindeer and chipmunk 
ditties; It is we who have grown accustomed to applying the 
Christian Message of peace and Brotherhood to other people, 
rather than to ourselves.  Forgive us, Lord, and as we travel 
this advent road towards Bethlehem’s Manger, give us an 
openness of heart which makes room for the Savior and pro-
claim Him as the King of our lives.  Amen. 

 
 ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

 Those of the congregation who are able to do so, please stand.            3       



  

 

 THE GLORIA PATRI                                        (Worship Guide) 
 
                           

    LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD  
                                             

  
 

 SCRIPTURE READING                   Luke 1:26-38 (NIV)   
                                           
 CHILDREN’S LESSON                                                            
    

   “Nothing Is Impossible with God” 
 
 GOSPEL SONG 
 
 MESSAGE 
  

   “God Reached Down to Us” 
                              

                                         Rev. Dr. Larry LeFeber 
 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
                           

 HYMN 
  

  “Hark!  the Herald Angels Sing”                   #184 
  
 SERVICE OF INSTALLATION 
 
 WE BRING OUR GIFTS 
 (If you are visiting with us today, please sign a visitor’s pew 
 card and place it in the offering plate.) 
 
 THE OFFERTORY 
   “Come, Emmanuel” 
 
 THE PRESENTATION AND DOXOLOGY     (Worship Guide) 
 

 PRAYING FOR THE PEOPLE / LORD’S PRAYER 
 
  CLOSING HYMN                                                                                     
     

  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                              #178 
    
 BEARING LIGHT TO THE WORLD                           (Acolyte) 
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 SAYING THE BENEDICTION 
“May the Lord watch between me and thee, 

while we are absent one from another in Jesus' name.” 
 

 SINGING THE BENEDICTION 
  “Blest Be the Tie”                                       (Worship Guide) 

(Congregation Joins Hands) 

   
 POSTLUDE 
   “Greensleeves” 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

FLOWERS:  To the Glory and Honor of God. 
 

ACOLYTE:  Craig Myers  
 

OFFERING:  Heath & Kar i Barry 
 
THIS WEEK AT LYCOMING: 
  
     

 Monday & Wednesday, 5:30 PM-8:45 PM: 
  Christian Martial Arts/Warriors for Christ 
  
   

  

 

 

WELCOME    
 

If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and hope you 
will visit with us again.  Please sign a visitor’s card and place it in 
the offering plate.  Thank you. 
 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for  a time of fellowship fol-
lowing our worship service.  Linda Aston will be hosting the cof-
fee hour. 
 
ATTENDANCE & OFFERING:  The attendance last Sunday 
was 25 & the offering was $453.00.  
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:  Today is the last day to place 
an order for Christmas Poinsettias.  The cost is $7.50 per plant.  
Please use the order form in your bulletin.  The Poinsettias will be 
placed in the sanctuary for the Christmas Eve Candlelight Ser-
vice, then removed to your homes. 
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