
 

The Service for Christmas Eve 
Lycoming Presbyterian Church        December 24, 2018 

 

 

PRESERVICE       Christmas Selections                                Ben Manetta 

                                                                         
OPENING WORDS 
 

Do not be afraid, for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy. 

To us is born this day in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah,     

the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in cloth, and 

lying in a manger. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace! 

Let us go now to Bethlehem. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES              Heath & Kari Barry 

 

RESPONSE:                        “Advent Song”                      (Printed-last page)    

   

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

In Jesus Christ our Lord the grace of God has appeared, bringing light to 

all.  With confidence and joy, let us confess our sin. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
 

Great and glorious God, through Jesus Christ our Savior you have 

shown us that the blessed age of grace has come.  Yet we cling to the 

glories of present age – worldly passions and impious pursuits, self-

indulgent, crooked, and ungodly ways.  We choose to walk in 

darkness, unwilling to see the evil your light exposes.  Cleanse us and 

free us; break the yoke we choose to carry, through Christ, who gave 

himself for us, so that we might be your people, holy and whole.  

Amen. 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Hear the good news of great joy: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

Glory to God in the highest, 

And peace to God’s people on earth. 

 



 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                            Apostle’s Creed 

 

HYMN 171                      Joy to the World!      

                              

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

     Isaiah 9:2-7             Budd Bell 

     Luke 2:1-14                                                                          Kurt Horak          

     John 3:16-21                                                                      Marc Tupper 

      

HYMN 178                  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

CHILDREN’S LESSON 

 

MESSAGE    “The Word Became Flesh”             Rev. Dr. Larry LeFeber 

 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING    Invitation / Prayer of Dedication 
(The offering will be given to the Shoe Express                                                                              

at the West End Christian Community Center) 

 

OFFERTORY                “Welcome Our World”                      -Chris Rice 
 

A TIME OF SILENCE, IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO HAVE DIED    

 

PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CANDLELIGHTING 
*The singing of Silent Night includes the traditional lighting of candles.  To avoid 

dripping wax, lit candles should be help upright so that your neighbor’s unlit 

candle may be tilted for lighting. 

 

HYMN                                “Silent Night, Holy Night”    (Printed–last page) 

 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 

 

POSTLUDE:      “Angels from the Realms of Glory”      -Henry T. Smart 

 
 

Merry Christmas 
 

 

A special “Thank You” to Ben Manetta for being our pianist.  



 

 

Advent Song 

 

Light the Christmas candles, now:                                                                           

Sing of donkey, sheep, and cow; 

birthday candles for the King, 

let the alleluias ring. 

Candle, candle, burning bright, 

shining in the cold winter night; 

candle, candle, burning bright, 

fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 

~Sing the Faith~ 

#2090 

 

 

Silent Night 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child!  

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Heavenly host sing “Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior, is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light; 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at they birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing,  

Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 

~The Presbyterian Hymnal~ 

#60                                              


