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A Message from the Pastor 
1 John 4:19-21(NRSV)

"We love because he first loved us. Those 
who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers 
or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love 
a brother or sister whom they have seen, 
cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. The commandment we have from him 
is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also."

Wow, so much has been going on these last 
few months.  If we aren’t careful it can be 
overwhelming. As people of faith, the above 
passage from 1 John helps us remember 
there is no room for hate in our faith.  We are 
called to express love and compassion 
towards all our sisters and brothers. How 
shall we express these things?


Vision Statement 

REACH, GROW, SEND 

“We worship by reaching for 
God and to others, by growing 
and nurturing others in Christ, 
and by sending disciples to 
meet human needs.” 

Got News? 

If you have news you would 
like included in our September 
newsletter, please email 
office@ramahpcusa.org. The 
deadline for July’s  Arbor’s 
Brush is June 29. 
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to inform, to inspire, to celebrate
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Matthew 25:35-36 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.’

These are bold acts of love and compassion.  
Our Lord has done these things and so much 
more for each and every one of us.  Out of 
gratitude we are inspired to do likewise 
toward our sisters and brothers, no matter 
who they are, because of who God is.  They, 
just like we, are created and loved by God.  

So my friends, with gratitude, let us stand 
faithfully with our sisters and brothers who 
continue to be oppressed.  Together we will 
seek justice, love righteousness and walk 
humbly with our Lord. 

Peace, 

Pastor Brian 

Article of Interest: 

“But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream” (Amos 5:24, NRSV).

Once again, the United States finds itself at a 
crossroads in dealing with racism and white 
supremacy. Racial inequities have been exposed 
in the COVID-19 pandemic and the murders of 
Ahmaud Arbery in Georgia, Breonna Taylor in 

Remember in Prayer 

Please continue to pray 
for our first responders, 
military and those on our 
prayer list:
Family of Rev. Robert 
Sanford Owens
Ramah Preschool
David Blossom, Loss of 
daughter
Peggy & Walter Craven
Jimmy Iturinno & family
Rosa King (Tim Ward’s Aunt)
Pat Motley
Pat Osborne
Jeff Reid, friend of Kepley’s
Martha Ann Readling
Anna Roth & family
Joey Scott (deployed)
Paul Sims
Jeanette Shoemaker
Pat Starnes
Dot Summer
Barbara Wise (Karen Helm’s 
Mother)
Steve Wise (Karen Helm’s 
brother)
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Kentucky, Tony McDade in Florida, George Floyd in Minnesota, and Rayshard 
Brooks in Georgia. These tragedies have caught the national spotlight, and 
inequities, racism, and unlawful acts happen to Black, Indigenous, and people 
of color on a daily basis.

As followers of Jesus Christ, who loves all and calls us to challenge the unjust 
structures of church and society, we are called to 
work for justice and peace for all God’s people.

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), in Facing 
Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural Community, 
Churchwide Antiracism Policy, approved by 
222nd General Assembly (2016), affirms the 
following:

While recognizing that racism victimizes many 
different racial ethnic groups, we acknowledge its 
unique impact on the African American 
community. Given the particular forms that anti-
black racism has taken in the United States of 
America both historically (including slavery and 
Jim Crow) and today (including mass 
incarceration, disproportionate policing, 
economic inequality, and continuing acts of 
racially oriented violence and hate), we state 
clearly: GOD LOVES BLACKNESS. Too many 
have denied this basic truth for too long. Our 
choice to align ourselves with love and not hate 
requires both a rejection of racism and a positive 
proclamation that God delights in black lives.

The PC(USA) Special Committee on Racism 
Truth and Reconciliation calls for justice for those 

Happy Birthday! 

1. Lacey Mayhew

7. Garrett Ashburn

8. Lawrence Mann

13. Kelsy Helms Robinson

18. Lynn Wade

20. Brenda Schooley

23. Kathe Kepley

25. Jake Helms, Emily 
Isaacs

27. Helen Helms

28. Lee Brown
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who have been and continue to be impacted and 
injured by the unjust structures of racism and 
oppression.

We call for our denomination and society to 
commit to engaging in the work and practice of 
eliminating racism.

We call the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to a 
season of repentance for its complicity in the 
horrific history and unjust treatment of people of 
color, which continues to this day.

We call for white people to recognize their 
privilege in society and engage in the work of 
eliminating racism and racist acts against people 
of color.

The Special Committee on Racism Truth and 
Reconciliation continues to lift up condolences 
and prayers for the Arbery, Taylor, McDade, 
Floyd, and Brooks families, as well as Black, 
Indigenous, and people of color communities. 
We commit to amplifying not only “the voices of 
those long silenced,” but also the voices long 
ignored.

https://www.pcusa.org/news/2020/6/25/
statement-special-committee-racism-truth-and-
recon/ 

Mark Your Calendar 

July 15@ 7pm
Session Meeting

Tuesdays, 6:30pm -8pm
Scouts Meeting
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Memorial…. 
Robert Sanford Owens, Jr. 
July 1, 1930 - June 21, 2020

www.bobowensmemorial.com

The Rev. Robert Sanford Owens, Jr. (Bob) — Beloved husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, uncle, and pastor passed away on June 21, 2020, at his home in 
Charlotte, NC. The son of the late Augusta Vance Foree and Robert S. Owens, Sr. (and 
stepfather Elmer Foree) was a graduate of Columbia Military Academy, Kentucky 
Wesleyan College, and Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 

A private service of committal was held on Friday, June 26, 2020, with the Rev. 
Edward Henegar presiding. A virtual celebration of life is being planned, and a 
celebration of life and memorial service will be held at Plaza Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, NC, dates yet to be determined. Rev. Owens’ remains will be interred with 
beloved family members in New Castle, KY.

Thank you from the family of Jayson Skipper….

It’s hard to put into words the thanks we would like to give for all the phone 
calls, text, emails, visits, cards, meals, donations, and prayers during the 
passing of our loving son, Jayson. 

We are so grateful for the thoughtfulness and sympathy given and our church 
family means a lot to us. 

We are leaning on our Lord Jesus Christ and trusting in Him.  Please continue 
to pray for Riley, Jack and Olivia. 

May the Lord bless you all, Kay and Donald Skipper

http://www.bobowensmemorial.com/
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Preschool Happenings… 

Fall Preschool Program Registration is Open 

Preschool registration is still open for the 2020/21 school year.  If you know of 
anyone looking for a wonderful, loving, Christian preschool please direct them 
to us.   Please have them call Alice Howerton at 704-875-6683 Ext. 15, or send 
an email to:  ramahpreschool1@gmail.com

We still have some openings available.
Have a great summer! 

Alice Howerton
Preschool Director

Session News….. 

The next session meeting is July 15, 2020

The session meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm.

Minutes from our session meetings are posted on the bulletin board.
Please take a look when you have a chance.
They will continue to be posted there.

If you have any questions about anything you see in the minutes, please 
contact Rev.Copeland or any session member.

mailto:ramahpreschool1@gmail.com
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Troop 200 Scout News… 

Troop 200 is now planning its own “Troop 200 Summer Camp” to be 

held at Camp Grimes in Morganton, NC. The Governor has allowed groups of 

25 to meet in outdoor areas – so the Scouts plan to take advantage of that. The 

leaders have been working on tasks and items that the scouts can work on 

merit badges, be together and still be safe. The Troop will leave on Sunday 

July 12th and return on Friday July 17th.

All our Scouts are encouraged to help friends and neighbors if and 

where possible. With prayers, social distancing and diligence of following the 

rules.

Again, many thanks to Ramah for supporting Pack and Troop 200.

Boy Scouts:  https://www.troopwebhost.org/Troop200Huntersville/Index.htm       
Cub Scouts: pack200hn@gmail.com

https://www.troopwebhost.org/Troop200Huntersville/Index.htm
mailto:pack200hn@gmail.com
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